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24F. Punjab govt. announces ‘Meri Rasoi’ ration scheme
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Ahead of the upcoming Assembly election in Punjab, due in early
2027, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government in the State on Monday
announced to provide wheat, sugar, oil and salt to families covered
under the National Food Security Act (NFSA), even as the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) termed it another attempt to trick the people in the run
up to the poll.
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Talking to mediapersons, he said under the ‘Meri Rasoi Yojna’, 40
lakh families will receive free quarterly food kits starting April, in
addition to wheat provided under the National Food Security Act.
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NCC cadets get a closer look at Infantry Combat Vehicles
during the MILAN-2026 naval exercise in Visakhapatnam

Punjab govt.
announces
‘Meri Rasoi
ration scheme

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Ahead of the upcoming As-
sembly election in Punjab,
due in early 2027, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment in the State on Mon-
day announced to provide
wheat, sugar, oil and salt to
families covered under the
National Food Security Act
(NFSA), even as the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (SAD)
termed it another attempt
to trick the people in the
run up to the poll.

Quarterly food kits

The decision was taken at a
Cabinet meeting held un-
der the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann. Talking to media-
persons, he said under the
‘Meri Rasoi Yojna’, 40 lakh
families will receive free
quarterly food kits starting
April, in addition to wheat
provided under the Na-
tional Food Security Act.
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Mukul Roy, Trinamool Congress leader
and former Railway Minister, dies at 71

Shiv ay Sing
KOLKATA

Trinamool Congress leader
Mukul Roy passed away in
the early hours of Monday
morning. He was 71.

He was admitted to a
private hospital in Kolkata
with several ailments. Mu-
kul Roy’s son Subhranshu
Roy said that his father suf-
fered a cardiac arrest and
passed away at 1.30 a.m.

One of the founding
members of the Trinamool
Congress, Mukul Roy was
considered a Chanakya of
West Bengal politics. Be-
fore the rise of Abhishek
Banerjee in the Trinamool
Congress, Mr. Roy was

Mukul Roy

widely considered the
number two in the party.
A trusted aide of Trina-
mool Congress chairper-
son and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
Mr. Roy was key to the par-

ty’s organisation and
served as a link between
the party and the govern-
ment. Hailing from Kan-
chrapara in North 24 Par-
ganas, Mr. Roy started his
political career with the
Congress and decided to
set up Trinamool Congress
with Ms. Banerjee in 1998.

It was under Mr. Roy’s
influence that several lead-
ers from Congress joined
the Trinamool Congress.
Mr. Roy had also served as
Railway Minister from
March to September 2012.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Ms. Banerjee described
Mr. Roy as her “long-time
political colleague and a
comrade-in-arms in many

political struggles”, and
said that the “news of his
departure has left me
heartbroken”. Ms. Baner-
jee also added that Mr. Roy
“devoted his life to the par-
ty from the very inception
of the Trinamool Con-
gress”. The Trinamool
chief in her message on so-
cial media added that “la-
ter he took a different path,
only to return again”.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi condoled his
death on X, saying,
“Pained by the passing of
former Union Minister Shri
Mukul Roy ji. He will be re-
membered for his political
experience and efforts to
serve society...”

24F. Mukul Roy, Trinamool
Congress leader and former
Railway Minister, dies at 71
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e Trinamool Congress leader Mukul
Roy passed away in the early hours of
Monday morning.
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e Hailing from Kanchrapara in North

24 Parganas, Mr. Roy started his political
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career with the Congress and decided to set
up Trinamool Congress with Ms. Banerjee in 1998.

JTR 24 TAFT & BIERIIIST Y 3 dTed it 77 7 30 A1 HRIR B Y3 BT I Bl
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e Mr. Roy had also served as Railway Minister from March to September 2012.

Pray for peace to return in Manipur,
says Boong director after BAFTA win

Pr
LO!

Filmmaker Lakshmipriya
Devi, whose debut feature
Boong won a BAFTA award
at a glittering ceremony in
London on Sunday, used
the moment on stage to
pray for peace in her home
State of Manipur.

“The walk up till here
felt like the last few steps to
reach the summit of a
mountain we never knew
we were climbing in the
first place. I just want to
use this opportunity to say
that we pray for peace to
return in Manipur,” Ms. De-
vi said in her acceptance
speech.

Boong, a Manipuri film
starring Gugun Kipgen and
Bala Hijam, won the award
in the Best Children’s and
Family Film category.

“We pray that all the in-
ternally displaced chil-
dren, including the child

Winning team: Director Lakshmipriya Devi with producers Alan
McAlex, left, Farhan Akhtar, and Ritesh Sidhwani in London. AP

actors in the film, regain
their joy, their innocence,
and their dreams once
again. We pray that no con-
flict is ever formidable
enough to destroy the one
superpower that all of us
have as human beings, that
is forgiveness,” she added.

In a backstage interac-
tion with presspersons,
she said the movie was in-
spired by the folk tales of
her grandmother.

faa|

e Boong, a Manipuri film starring Gugun Kipgen and Bala Hijam, won the award in the Best
Children’s and Family Film category.

1, A B SR qren ey sifiia ve g fher 8, frem ad ey are wd wifvaie
e goft o Qe R Sita |

¢ | wanted Boong to be an urban version of her folk tales with the same kind of warmth that
made you feel safe.
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“l come from a very
troubled State. Those folk
tales always cushioned me.
There would be gunshots
in the distance but I felt
safe with her. I wanted
Boong to be an urban ver-
sion of her folk tales with
the same kind of warmth
that made you feel safe. It’s
also a closure for myself
from those memories of
having grown up in a place
like that,” she said.

Producer Farhan Akhtar
said backing the film set in
a region of India from
which we rarely get to
watch films “just felt

right”.

‘Moment of joy’
Congratulatory messages
poured in from Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, Ma-
nipur Chief Minister Y.
Khemchand Singh, and
many in the industry.

“Congratulations to all
those associated with this
film. This is indeed and
moment of immense joy,
especially for Manipur. It
also highlights the im-
mense creative talent in
our country,” Mr. Modi said
ina post on X.

Mr. Singh said the win
was a moment of immense
pride not only for Manipur
but for the entire nation.

LIST OF WINNERS
» WORLD PAGE

24F. Pray for peace to
return in Manipur,
says Boong director
after BAFTA win
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e Filmmaker
Lakshmipriya Devi, whose
debut feature Boong won a
BAFTA award at a glittering
ceremony in London on
Sunday, used the moment on
stage to pray for peace in her
home State of Manipur.
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e Producer Farhan Akhtar said backing the film set in a region of India from which we rarely
get to watch films “just felt right”.
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One Battle After Another
triumphs at BAFTAs, wins
one award after another

Associated Press
LONDON

Paul Thomas Anderson’s
politically charged thriller
One Battle After Another
won six prizes, including
best picture, at the British
Academy Film Awards on
Sunday, building momen-
tum ahead of Hollywood’s
Academy Awards next
month.

Blues-steeped vampire
epic Sinners and gothic
horror story Frankenstein
won three awards each,
while Shakespearean fami-
ly tragedy Hamnet won
two including best British
film.

Mr. Anderson’s explo-
sive film about a group of
revolutionaries in chaotic
conflict with the state, won
awards for directing,
adapted screenplay, cine-
matography and editing,
as well as for Sean Penn’s
supporting performance
as an obsessed military
officer.

Bookies’ favourite Jessie
Buckley won the best ac-
tress prize for playing
grieving mother Agnes
Hathaway, wife of William
Shakespeare, in Hamnet.
Ms. Buckley, 36, is the first
Irish performer to win a
best actress prize at the
awards.

Sinners took home tro-
phies for director Ryan
Coogler’s original screen-

In the limelight: Director Paul Thomas Anderson and cast at the
T9th British Academy Film Awards in London on Sunday. Ap

play, the film's musical
score and for Wunmi Mo-
saku’s supporting actress
performance as herbalist
and healer Annie.

Major upset

In a major upset, Robert
Aramayo won the best ac-
tor category for his perfor-
mance in I Swear, a fact-
based British indie drama
about a campaigner for pe-
ople with Tourette syn-
drome. The Rising Star
award, which is decided by
public vote, also went to
Mr. Aramayo.

The 33-year-old British
actor called the victory ov-
er Ethan Hawke, Michael
B. Jordan, Leonardo DiCa-
prio and Timothee Chala-
met “absolutely mad.”

Hollywood stars and
British celebrities, from
Paddington Bear to the
Prince and Princess of
Wales, gathered at Lon-
don’s Royal Festival Hall

military officer.

I & 1Y SRTOIH Ty H M HifdepIal & U T8 WR UiRd o TeaH &1 faebied

fper 7 fdam,

for the awards.

Frankenstein took
awards for production de-
sign, costume design and
for the hair and makeup ar-
tists who spent 10 hours a
day transforming Jacob
Elordi into the movie’s
monstrous creature.

Sentimental Value won
the prize for the best film
not in English.

The best-documentary
prize went to Mr. Nobody
Against Putin, about a Rus-
sian teacher who docu-
mented the propaganda
imposed on  Russian
schools after the invasion
of Ukraine.

Scottish actor Alan
Cumming was host of the
ceremony.

Donna Langley, the
U.K.-born chairwoman of
NBC Universal Entertain-
ment, was awarded the
Academy’s highest ho-
nour, the BAFTA fellow-
ship.

24F. One Battle After Another
triumphs at BAFTAS, wins one
award after another
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e Paul Thomas Anderson’s
politically charged thriller One Battle
After Another won six prizes, including
best picture, at the British Academy
Film Awards on Sunday, building
momentum ahead of Hollywood’s
Academy Awards next month.
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e Blues-steeped vampire epic
Sinners and gothic horror story
Frankenstein won three awards each,
while Shakespearean family tragedy
Hamnet won two including best British
film.
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e Mr. Anderson’s explosive film
about a group of revolutionaries in
chaotic conflict with the state, won
awards for directing, adapted
screenplay, cinematography and
editing, as well as for Sean Penn’s
supporting performance as an obsessed

STHTIT TeHYT, BTAIH 3R TUTG & T [RIBGR Sitd, 1Y G T T

I SRR BT YT H W 99 & Tere Ha & forg +ff g e

e Bookies’ favourite Jessie Buckley won the best actress prize for playing grieving mother
Agnes Hathaway, wife of William Shakespeare, in Hamnet.
Fearol Bl gHdiar Sl apell 3 89 H faferm Aaqdier Bt U T 8Ud B Mebud Hi Bt
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Ghanaians embrace

the ‘fugu’ with pride

after online mockery
R

Associated Press
ACCRA

On a busy street in central Accra, Clement Azaa-
bire hangs neatly sewn fugu smocks on lines, the
striped, multicolored fabrics swaying in the
breeze. For 15 years, Mr. Azaabire has proudly
sold the garment that is associated with his com-
munity in northern Ghana. Now, it is the talk of
town. More Ghanaians are wearing the colorful
traditional outfit with pride in a trend triggered by
online mockery.

Ghana’s President John Dramani Mahama, in
early February, visited Zambia wearing a fugu gar-
ment, prompting ridicule from some social media
users. Ghanaians responded by defending what
they felt was a rich cultural heritage, and Tourism
Minister Abla Dzifa Gomashie took it a step furth-
er by declaring Wednesdays as “Fugu Day.”

Also known locally as batakari, the loose-fitting
fugu smock is made from handwoven strips of cot-
ton fabric stitched together to form a flowing
robe, often worn over trousers and paired with a
matching cap. “It makes me feel connected to
where I come from,” said Wango Abdul Karim, a
businessman who wears fugu to work every
Wednesday.

In Ghana, widely known for its rich fashion
style and an age-long weaving heritage, traditional
production of smock weaves has been the pre-
serve of the north and an art skill handed down
through generations. The fugu smock, however,
gained more prominence in March 1957 when
Ghana’s first President Kwame Nkrumah wore it
during the country’s inaugural independence ce-
remony. Today, it is worn at festivals, state func-
tions, and increasingly in contemporary fashion.

¢ In amajor upset, Robert Aramayo won the best actor
category for his performance in | Swear, a fact-based British indie
drama about a campaigner for people with Tourette syndrome.

TP 98 IR ¥, e SRTATEN 3 ere Rigm § difea o &
forg Sifirr T are afdd R Smuia qumRe fafewr S8t g
TS WR H 30 S & e a9y Sifimar &1 IR sitan

e The 33-year-old British actor called the victory over Ethan
Hawke, Michael B. Jordan, Leonardo DiCaprio and Timothee
Chalamet “absolutely mad.”

33 quTg fafeRr ST 2 $U-1 5T, AT a oY, SisH, Rrarst
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24F. Ghanaians embrace the ‘fugu’ with pride after
online mockery
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e Ghanaians embrace the ‘fugu’ with pride after online
mockery
HTATS UG & §1G U1 & QT G B T1d & 1 3{TAT G &

e More Ghanaians are wearing the colorful traditional outfit
with pride in a trend triggered by online mockery.
SHTTATS SUBTH ¥ Y= gU U I H 3(d AP gHIaRN 39
i URuRe Uik &1 ITd & |1 U833 7|

e Ghana’s President John Dramani Mahama, in early
February, visited Zambia wearing a fugu garment, prompting
ridicule from some social media users.
YT & PRI ST ST HETHT A B B YHST H AT
DI IEHT B DR &1, o $& A=a Hifsar SuarTebarsy =1
HYlTd 3STT|

e Ghanaians responded by defending what they felt was a
rich cultural heritage, and Tourism Minister Abla Dzifa
Gomashie took it a step further by declaring Wednesdays as

“Fugu Day.”
AR A U 3O TS fREaaieTs U d
T 3R g Tt Sra it MATRH 3 38 31 deTd §U gUaR

DI P 3 °Ivd o e

e The fugu smock, however, gained more prominence in March 1957 when Ghana’s first
President Kwame Nkrumah wore it during the country’s inaugural independence ceremony.
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e Today, it is worn at festivals, state functions, and increasingly in contemporary fashion.
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Youngest-ever and first openly gay PM Jetten ushers in a new era for Dutch politics

AW of Parliament’s 150 seats.

He added: “We are taking

The new Foreign Minis-  up the nation’s military. der the previous

THE HAGUE

Dutch King Willem-Alexan-
der on Monday swore in a
new minority coalition go-
vernment led by the youn-
gest-ever and first openly
gay Prime Minister in the
Netherlands.

Rob Jetten, 38, heads a
three-party administration
and will have to use all his
bridge-building skills to
pass laws and see out a full
four-year term in office.

The coalition is made up
of Mr. Jette’s centrist D66,
the center-right Christian
Democrats and the center-
right People’s Party for
Freedom and Democracy.
Together, the parties hold
only 66 of the lower house

‘That means he will have to
negotiate with opposition
lawmakers to find support
for every piece of legisla-
tion his government wants
to pass.

That is likely to be tough
with the biggest opposition
bloc, the newly merged
Green Left and Labor Par-
ty, already expressing
strong objections to Mr. Jet-
ten’s plans to cut health
care and welfare costs.

Opposition leader Jesse
Klaver said on Friday in a
message on X that under
the new government’s
plans, “ordinary people
will have to pay hundreds
of euros more, while the
wealthiest are not asked to
contribute anything extra.”

responsibility to adjust
these plans. This must
change.”

Mr. Jetten and his team
of Ministers formally ac-
cepted their new roles
when they were sworn in
by the King at his palace in
a forest on the edge of The
Hague. Mr. Jetten narrowly
won the October 29, 2025,
election, taking the same
number of seats as anti-ls-
lam lawmaker Geert Wil-
ders’s Party for Freedom,
but with slightly more
votes. The final result was
decided by a count of pos-
tal ballots.

The snap election was
forced when Mr. Wilders,
who won the previous
election, withdrew his Mi-

B
Fresh face: New PM Rob Jetten, left, with King Willem-Alexander of
the Netherlands in The Hague on Monday. REUTERS

nisters from the four-party
right-wing coalition his
party led in June last year.
Outgoing premier Dick
Schoof, whose 11-month-
old administration was one
of the shortest-lived go-

vernments in Dutch politi-
cal history, has been care-
taker leader ever since.
The Ministers’ posts in
the new Cabinet are shared
between Mr. Jetten’s party
and his coalition partners.

ter is Christian Democrat
Tom Berendsen. He is ex-
pected to seek to rejuve-
nate country’s position in
Europe having previously
served as the leader of his
party’s bloc in the Euro-
pean Parliament.

One name that is not
changing is the Finance Mi-
nister. Eelco Heinen re-
tains the job he held in the
previous administration,
where he was seen as a
steady hand on the govern-
ment’s purse strings.

Dilan Yesilgoz-Zegerius,
a former Justice Minister
and leader of the People’s
Party for Freedom and De-
mocracy, moves to the De-
fense Ministry where she
will oversee moves to beef

Bart van den Brink, a
Christian Democrat, has
been tapped to be Minister
for Asylum and Immigra-
tion Policy and is expected
to continue moves by the
previous government to
rein in migration and
speed up procedures for
handling asylum
applications.

Mr. Jetten wants to ush-
er in a new era of consen-
sus in the Dutch Parlia-
ment, after years of
factional bickering across
the splintered political
spectrum. He is also look-
ing for a reset of the in-
fluential role the Nether-
lands has in the European
Union, which was widely
seen as having eroded un-

government.

Mr. Jetten, who has in
the past voiced criticism of
US. President Donald
Trump, said last month
that one of the first things
he will do after taking of-
fice is “talk to my col-
leagues in Europe to see
what role the Dutch can
play again in strengthening
the European
cooperation.”

But he also underscored
the importance of ties with
the United States, a major
trading partner for the
Dutch economy.

M. Jetten has pledged to
maintain strong Dutch sup-
port for Ukraine as it bat-
tles against Russia’s four-
year-old invasion.
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24F. Youngest-ever and first openly gay PM Jetten ushers in a new era for
Dutch politics
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e Youngest-ever and first openly gay PM Jetten ushers in a new era for Dutch politics

ﬁﬁmwﬁﬁm@ﬁmwﬁ%uméﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁwwaﬁwm

e Dutch King Willem-Alexander on Monday swore in a new minority coalition government led
by the youngest-ever and first openly gay Prime Minister in the Netherlands.

S o7 fAaH-3radlsY 3 THAR & Alerdgd & Jo HH IY & 3R Ugd gad dR W
RIS TerHET & g aTelt T8 IR d e IRBR B AUy g |

e Rob Jetten, 38, heads a three-party administration and will have to use all his bridge-building
skills to pass laws and see out a full four-year term in office.
38 YT ITd Siew i Gl B WBR BT g PR IQ & 3IR 376 B UIRT B TAT R IR
T BT BB GRT B & o St Gt THNAT B DT &S BT YR BT g1 |

e The coalition is made up of Mr. Jetten’s centrist D66, the center-right Christian Democrats
and the center-right People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy.

Ig e ot Sie- &I AT D66, Hg-a ol fibfie SHihed iR Fx-glémumh digey
el BR Wiew s B 2 Rrees o1 2

e Together, the parties hold only 66 of the lower house of Parliament’s 150 seats.
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24F | President unveils bust of Rajaji, hails move to shed ‘colonial mindset’
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President unveils bust
of Rajaji, hails move to
‘shed ‘colonial mindset’

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu unveiled the bust of C.
Rajagopalachari at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Monday, hailing it as a step
towards “shedding the ves-
tiges of colonial mindset”.

The bust of Rajaji, the
only Indian Governor-Gen-
eral of Independent India,
has been installed at the
Grand Open Staircase near
Ashok Mandap and replac-
es that of Edwin Lutyens,
the British architect who
designed New Delhi.

“This initiative is part of
a series of steps being ta-
ken towards shedding the
vestiges of the colonial
mindset and embracing,
with pride, the richness of
India’s culture, heritage,
timeless traditions and ho-
nouring those who served
Bharat Mata with their ex-

In remembrance: The President unveils C. Rajagopalachari’s bust

at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Monday. PTI

venue of Rajaji Utsav that
will be open to the public
from February 24 to March
1. Speaking on the occa-
sion, she said that when
Rajaji arrived at the Go-
vernment House (now
known as Rashtrapati Bha-
van), he placed portraits of
Ramakrishna Paramaham-
sa and Mahatma Gandhi in
his room.

“Rajaji sent a clear mes-
sage that while India was

tal decolonisation. His
ideals are reflected in the
national campaign adopt-
ed by the people of India to
take pride in India’s herit-
age... Indian conscious-
ness and connection with
all Indians, especially the
weaker sections, are re-
flected in Rajaji’s thoughts
and actions,” she said.

The President said that
while India moved towards
“Viksit Bharat”, icons such

traordinary contribu-  formally still a dominion,  asRajaji would inspire peo-
tions,” said a statement Swaraj had been fully esta- ple with their ideas and
from the Rashtrapati blished in the hearts of In- ideals. She called for pro-
Bhavan. dians. Thus, Rajaji set an  moting the spirit of enter-
Ms. Murmu visited the  inspiring example of men-  prise to fulfil his dreams.
qfedd &t o1 &1 ®IF ol 8

24F. President unveils bust of
Rajaji, hails move to shed ‘colonial
mindset’

gufd F IreiTsit B ufawr B1
3FTaRYT fpar, shufrafRie
AFRISAr ¥ gidd @ ugd ot
TRTET D1

e President Droupadi Murmu unveiled
the bust of C. Rajagopalachari at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan on Monday, hailing it as
a step towards “shedding the vestiges of
colonial mindset”.

PRl Eiudt g 3 GHaR S Igafa wa o
. ICFIUTArR &1 UfdHT &7 SHIaR fhar
3R X “3uf~aAfRIe aFfidar & a=ivl Bt
WRH 31 321 & U ar g

e The bust of Rajaji, the only Indian
Governor-General of Independent India,
has been installed at the Grand Open
Staircase near Ashok Mandap and replaces
that of Edwin Lutyens, the British architect
who designed New Delhi.

ISITSHl &1 U8 UfaHT, S Taad HIRd & THHTT
HRAH TaHR-9Rd 9, 3P HS8Y & U
fRyd e 3o A R wWifta 1 7S ¢ SR T8
73 feweht & feomeR fafewr agoR wefam

o “This initiative is part of a series of steps being taken towards shedding the vestiges of the
colonial mindset and embracing, with pride, the richness of India’s culture, heritage,
timeless traditions and honouring those who served Bharat Mata with their extraordinary
contributions.

Yaq &1 3R IV 9R 99 & Bl T, “Ug Ugd Ui~ ARIedr & a9 3

TN 3R URA BT TEpd

, o, STt wuRTeH &1 Wi

PTG B IIY T TUT

YR HTAT &1 TR HaT3ii & oy qaftia safaadl &1 9 M o &1 3= & I8 1 e
HeHl B! Y B R R I
e Speaking on the occasion, she said that when Rajaji arrived at the Government House (now
known as Rashtrapati Bhavan), he placed portraits of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and
Mahatma Gandhi in his room.

T AR W ieid §U I ol b oTd ISATel Ta-4e gI3H (36 APUF Ha=) Ug, O

31 3T HHY T AT YA 3R HETeHT Mieht & ot T
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Interfaith marriages not
prohibited under new
U.P. conversion law: HC

Allahabad HC orders police protection for 12 interfaith live-in couples, tells respondents to

refrain from interfering with their private life; State argued that the relationships were unlawful

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

tating that no one
Samong the 12 inter-

faith live-in partners
have converted from his/
her religion and hence do
not attract penalty under
the anti-conversion law, the
Allahabad High Court on
Monday allowed police pro-
tection to the couples and
asked the Uttar Pradesh go-
vernment and private res-
pondents to refrain from in-
terfering with their life,
liberty and privacy.

A Bench led by Justice Vi-
vek Kumar Singh was hear-
ing a batch of 12 writ peti-
tions involving seven cases
where Muslim women were
living with Hindu men and
five cases where Hindu wo-
men were living with Mus-
lim men. The judge ob-
served that the court did
not view the petitioners
through the lens of religion
but as adults who had vo-
luntarily chosen to live to-
gether peacefully for a con-
siderable period.

“It is the bounden duty

religion but as adults who have chosen to live together. FILE PHOTO

of the state as per the Con-
stitutional obligations cast
upon it to protect the life
and liberty of every citizen.
Right to human life is to be
treated on much higher
pedestal, regardless of a ci-
tizen’s religious belief. The
mere fact that the petition-
ers are living in an inter-
faith relationship would not
deprive them of their fun-
damental right as envis-
aged in the Constitution of
India, being citizens of In-
dia. No discrimination can
be made on the basis of
caste, creed, sex or reli-

gion,” the court said.

The State government,
however, argued that the
couples had failed to comp-
ly with Sections 8 and 9 of
the Uttar Pradesh Prohibi-
tion of Unlawful Conver-
sion of Religion Act, 2021,
as no application for reli-
gious conversion had been
submitted since the law
came into force in Novem-
ber 2020. The State further
contended that their rela-
tionship was unlawful and
therefore not entitled to
protection under the Act.

Rejecting this argument,

the court observed that the
anti-conversion law applies
only when there is an ac-
tual conversion from one
religion to another through
misrepresentation, force,
coercion, undue influence,
allurement, fraud, or
through marriage or a rela-
tionship in the nature of
marriage. It noted that even
interfaith marriages are not
prohibited under the Act.

‘Freedom of choice’
“This court fails to under-
stand that if the law permits
two persons even of the
same sex to live together
peacefully, then neither
any individual nor a family
nor even the state can have
objection to heterosexual
relationship of two major
individuals who out of their
own free will are living to-
gether,” the Bench said.

It said to disregard the
choice of a person who is of
the age of majority would
not only be antithetical to
the freedom of choice of a
grown-up individual but al-
so be a threat to the con-
cept of unity in diversity.

24F. Interfaith marriages
not prohibited under
new U.P. conversion
law: HC

% TR WSRT YHfavor
P & dgd SiaeTiH®
faars ufasfaa =8
TEBIC

e Allahabad HC orders
police protection for 12
interfaith live-in couples, tells
respondents to refrain from
interfering with their private
life; State argued that the
relationships were unlawful

SEMBTEIG SIS SICE A 12
Sravutiife forg-g9 st &Y
YR JR&T 37 BT 3w e,
giaarfedt @ 31 it g &
THET 7 HIA P BT, Ao A
Tae Y e Far

e Stating that no one
among the 12 interfaith live-in
partners have converted from
his/her religion and hence do
not attract penalty under the
anti-conversion law, the
Allahabad High Court on
Monday allowed police
protection to the couples and

asked the Uttar Pradesh government and private respondents to refrain from interfering with
their life, liberty and privacy.
g Hgd U P 12 Sravenfiie fora-3=1 arsier) @ ¥ foseft 3 off orm ol § ermfaror =Y faran 8
3R 39fere & eafaror faRtelt ST & I5d <8 & U= 6T §, SAIeTaIe S <rTed A 9HaR
DI SNG! B Yford GREM B START & 3R IR SR WRPR quT it gfaarfedl & 3 sita,

TG 3R Tl H §¥day 7 S &l Fell
e A Bench led by Justice Vivek Kumar Singh was hearing a batch of 12 writ petitions

involving seven cases where Muslim women were living with Hindu men and five cases
where Hindu women were living with Muslim men.

raHfd fade AR Rig &1 sreard arell W3 12 fre arfaeien & T 94g &1 gTaiE8 R @
off, o T ATt & T Afeamt g gent & ary $iR uie amal 8 g afand giem gost
& 1Y T et o

¢ No discrimination can be made on the basis of caste, creed, sex or religion,” the court said.
3EIAd - Fel o Wi, Uy, féivr ar 4 & MR W PIs NeHTd =161 fdn S I l”

e The State government, however, argued that the couples had failed to comply with Sections
8 and 9 of the Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Act, 2021,
as no application for religious conversion had been submitted since the law came into force in
November 2020.

BTciiich o8 WP A e o b Siis IoR UG 3rdy yafavor Ay sifefraw, 2021 1
YRTY 8 3R 9 1 UTeH B # fatha I8 7, e AdaR 2020 H B AN &1 & o1e J yHiaR
¥ RIT I 3de uga et fbar

e The State further contended that their relationship was unlawful and therefore not entitled to
protection under the Act.

T 7 3T Telidd &Y b 37T Taie 31ay § iR 39fore iffaw & dgd TR&U &1 U el 3|
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Rejecting this argument, the court observed that the anti-conversion law applies only when
there is an actual conversion from one religion to another through misrepresentation, force,
coercion, undue influence, allurement, fraud, or through marriage or a relationship in the
nature of marriage.

Y b B! WISl B gU SfaTad - Fel fb emfavor faRieh S FHaa a9 ary gl § 5@
TTAd USRI, a1, §a1d, SIfd WHTE, Telty=, ShaneSt & 1y 9 a1 [9arg siyar fdarg
DI UPA & T & SINT TP H I gOR 4 H arafdss eHfaR gl

It noted that even interfaith marriages are not prohibited under the Act.

3rerad 3 g8 W we1 P sififFam & dgd siarunfie faarg +it ufasfaa 78t €1

‘Fre.edom of .choice’
Y P Tqdadr

“This court fails to understand that if the law permits two persons even of the same sex to live
together peacefully, then neither any individual nor a family nor even the state can have
objection to heterosexual relationships of two major individuals who out of their own free
will are living together,” the Bench said.
Tl A B U & R 5 < afokrat b ot ifagdes a6 Y ergfa aar 7, o

%@ﬁwﬁr ORaR a1 TgT as s 59 &1 it &1 e afaaal & fawwafie dey w smufyy gt
B S, S U WaT 3BT A MWL B I

It said to disregard the choice of a person who is of the age of majority would not only be
antithetical to the freedom of choice of a grown-up individual but also be a threat to the
concept of unity in diversity.

SETTd - Pl fob YD MY & Hfek] b1 UG DI SU&T DRAT 7 had Ub URUS Hfekd bl UG
B TgaFar & fauia g, dfew fafdudar # uear &1 srgyron & forg off wawr grm |
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The quiet crisis of adolescent mental health in India

he passing of three adolescent girls in

Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, earlier this

month, is a case that deeply unsettled

the public. The intense media attention
reflects collective grief — but treating this tragedy
as an isolated incident risks ignoring a larger
reality. India faces a growing, largely neglected
crisis in child and adolescent mental health,
rooted in early vulnerability and worsened by an
unregulated digital environment.

Mental health challenges are no longer limited
to adults or older teens. Clinicians increasingly
see anxiety, depression, attention disorders and
behavioural issues in much younger children. Yet,
many families, schools and even parts of the
health-care system still view these as “adult
issues”. In fact, emotional and behavioural
disorders can appear as early as four or five years
of age. Early trauma, neglect and chronic stress
can disrupt emotional and cognitive
development, often resurfacing with greater
intensity during adolescence.

These conditions have also grown more
complex. Where children showed a single
diagnosis, comorbidities are now common —
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)
with anxiety, depression with compulsive digital
use, learning difficulties with emotional
distress—making early recognition crucial.

The extent of the problem
Population-level data mirrors what clinicians
observe daily. Findings from the National Mental
Health Survey and subsequent studies suggest
that between seven per cent to 10% of Indian
adolescents have diagnosable mental health
conditions, and five per cent to seven per cent of
school-aged children have ADHD. Yet early signs
— withdrawal, impulsivity, sudden behavioural
changes — are often dismissed, leading to
academic, social and long-term emotional harm.
India faces an acute shortage of trained child and
adolescent mental health professionals. With
fewer than 10,000 psychiatrists for a population
exceeding 1.4 billion-and only a small fraction
specialising in child mental health — the gap is
stark. Shortages of clinical psychologists, child
psychologists and psychiatric social workers.
further strain an already fragile system. Families
are left to navigate fragmented care largely on
their own.

Childhood vulnerability has been amplified by
a transformed digital landscape. The rise in
mental health concerns parallels the spread of
smartphones and low-priced Internet data, now
used by over 800 million Indians—many of them
children. The COVID-19 pandemic further
embedded screens into daily life including
education, recreation and social interaction.

With schoolwork, communication and
entertainment all on the same device, boundaries
have blurred. Internet addiction which is marked
by loss of control, irritability, sleep disruption
and social withdrawal, is now a routine clinical
concern.

As early as 2019, the World Health

P/
Dr. Chandrakant
Lahariya
is a practising
cardie-metabolic
physician, health
policy expert and a
specialist in parenting
and child
development
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is a leading child and
adolescent
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Families,
schools and
policymakers
must prioritise
youth mental
wellbeing

Organization issued guidelines and had cautioned
against excessive screen exposure among
children and adolescents, highlighting its adverse
effects on sleep, attention, emotional regulation
and overall wellbeing. These recommendations
predated the pandemic. It is important to
understand that the excessive screen use does
not cause neurodevelopmental conditions such
as ADHD or autism spectrum disorders. However,
it can significantly exacerbate symptoms, delay
diagnosis and displace the human interaction
essential for healthy brain development during
periods of heightened neuroplasticity. In
vulnerable children, this displacement can have
lasting consequences.

Against this backdrop, parents and families
have to assume a central role. They are not
merely caregivers but a child’s first mental health
buffer — as the earliest observers of emotional
change and the most consistent source of
psychological safety. Trauma-informed parenting,
which recognises how stress, loss and adversity
shape behaviour, must extend beyond clinical
settings into everyday life. Listening without
judgement, noticing changes in sleep, mood or
social engagement, and seeking help early can
dramatically alter outcomes.

Support groups are proven to further
strengthen this protective environment. Parent
support groups reduce isolation, normalise
help-seeking and enable shared learning.
Adolescent peer-support groups provide safe
spaces for emotional expression,
resilience-building and the development of
coping skills. Evidence consistently shows that
such collective, community-based approaches are
‘more effective than isolated, clinic-centred
interventions.

Schools are a weak link

Schools, however, remain a critical weak link.
Academic performance continues to dominate
institutional priorities, often at the expense of
emotional wellbeing. Examinations, rankings and
competition define school culture, while
structured attention to emotional regulation,
stress management and happiness remains
limited. This imbalance is neither benign nor
sustainable. Mental wellbeing is foundational to
learning, creativity and long-term productivity;
without it, academic success is fragile and
transient.

A further challenge lies in the gap between
evidence and practice. India’s research base on
child and adolescent mental health, digital
behaviour and early intervention has grown
steadily. Yet, translation into routine care remains
slow. Paediatricians — often the first point of
contact for families — must routinely inquire
about emotional wellbeing, sleep patterns, screen
use and peer relationships, and not just physical
growth. Teachers, counsellors, psychologists and
all professionals working with children need
structured training to identify early signs of
mental health problems and Internet-related
harms. Stigma continues to delay care, with

families often seeking help only during crises.

In today’s context, child and adolescent mental
health is intricately linked to social media and
Internet use. These concerns were explicitly
acknowledged in India’s Economic Survey
2025-26, released in January 2026, which
highlighted rising mental health challenges
among young people and proposed a range of
preventive strategies. Several Indian States,
drawing on precedents in Australia, France and
South Korea, are considering regulatory steps to
limit adolescent social media use. This is an idea
whose time has come, provided it is implemented
thoughtfully, alongside education and support
rather than punitive controls.

Actions to implement

Policy and programmatic action must now align
with reality. India can strengthen existing
platforms — the National Mental Health
Programme, school health services under
Ayushman Bharat — health and wellness centre
initiative, and tele-mental health initiatives — by
introducing routine school-based screening,
training teachers and frontline workers in early
identification of child and adolescent mental
health issues, and reinforcing referral pathways.
Earmarked funding for child mental health
initiatives, clear guidelines on digital use in
schools, and affordable community-based
counselling, especially for low- and
middle-income families, are urgently needed.

Implementation, however, faces practical
hurdles. Stigma surrounding mental health
remains pervasive, and child psychiatry carries
an even heavier burden of fear and
misunderstanding. Concerns about labelling,
judgement and long-term consequences often
delay help-seeking until distress escalates into
crisis. Normalising conversations around mental
health within families, schools and health-care
systems is not optional; it is a public health
imperative.

The Ghaziabad case must not remain just a
headline. Preventing similar tragedies requires
coordinated action between schools,
paediatricians, mental health professionals, and
communities. Even modest, timely interventions
can change developmental paths. While
telepsychiatry and digital platforms have
expanded reach, access remains unequal;
extending these services to underserved families,
alongside investment in training and
interdisciplinary care, must be a priority.

Parents need guidance on early warning signs
and healthy digital use. Schools should make
mental wellbeing part of daily learning.
Paediatricians must screen for emotional and
behavioural issues, and community support
networks strengthened. Policy must treat mental
health as central to child development.

Equally important is a need to shift in what we
value as outcomes. Childhood should foster
wellbeing, resilience, and connection—not just
competitiveness. Neglecting it now will carry far
higher social and economic costs later.

24F. The quiet crisis of adolescent mental health in India
YR # fh=mR WA BT HIF dohe

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Crisis

T1e 3R Pk AARTe @Ry "@e

e The passing of three adolescent girls in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, earlier this month, is a

case that deeply unsettled the public.
sﬂﬂﬁgw&nﬁﬁwm%mﬁ?ﬂﬂmﬂﬁaﬁmﬁmaﬁﬂ%ﬂé%

o HRJ T IR fHIR AFRS WA ¥ §¢d 3R HTH! g8 ab SUfed HPbe BT JHHAT IR I8
2, S URfe SaeTRieraT 3 o1 § SR sifrafia Refree araravor & ik ik gen

o Mental health challenges are no longer limited to adults or older teens.

AR WA BT gl 3@ Had auD! a1 98 fH=iRY a Wit 8t 5

¢ Clinicians increasingly see anxiety, depression, attention disorders and behavioural
issues in much younger children.
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Yet, many families, schools and parts of the health-care system still view these as “adult
issues”.

o 1t B TRaR, T d iR TWRA-YUITe & 6 RW < “qued AN 914 |

In fact, emotional and behavioural disorders can appear as early as four or five years of
age.

IrRed B HIaTeTS 3R agR et AR I a1 urg ad 3t amg & oft foers ¢ v 81
Early trauma, neglect and chronic stress can disrupt emotional and cognitive
development, often resurfacing with greater intensity during adolescence.

TR SmaTd, JUeT SR w1 a-Ta UTa T SR TS fawr & a1fdd )
THd ¢ AR FpRRTawT 7 8iftres faar ¥ fil 3R 9hd B

These conditions have also grown more complex.

3 Ryfeat o it wifea €1 e &

Where children showed a single diagnosis, comorbidities are now common — attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) with anxiety, depression with compulsive digital
use, learning difficulties with emotional distress — making early recognition crucial.
e8! Ugd ol H§ U g1 (G BiaT U, 39 Wg-SUIdT ATHI § — USIggs! & |1y feier,
3qHTE & 1Y Sfrafaa feforea Suai, de ot sfearsal & A1y UTaATHS a9 —
R wRfie Tga Feayul 8 T 2

Findings from the National Mental Health Survey suggest that between 7% to 10% of
Indian adolescents have diagnosable mental health conditions.

AP AR TTRA [T & SR 7% H 10% HR fH=iRY & AHRys Wy e
e arg Rufaar 81

With fewer than 10,000 psychiatrists for a population exceeding 1.4 billion, and only a small
fraction specialising in child mental health, the gap is stark.

1.4 3RT Y 3 SIS & AT 10,000 | FH AP § 3R 370 I i 55 w9 917
RIS WA & faRes §, e sick Ty g

The rise in mental health concerns parallels the spread of smartphones and low-priced
Internet data, now used by over 800 million Indians — many of them children.

TR Ty T 7 3fe WIEwIA i T §eve Sl & TR & 1Y §s §, o
JUINT 3{d 80 FRIS A HTUF URAN Xl § — o H Fs 9= 5|

As early as 2019, the World Health Organization cautioned against excessive screen
exposure among children and adolescents, highlighting adverse effects on sleep, attention,
emotional regulation and wellbeing.

2019 T g1 fay TTRA WTe+1 A Il SR BRI # Sreafies Sl SuaRT & faem <dra &t
R, 3R 3g& e, S, HITATHD FRIT0T 3R I HedT0T IR gHIHTE §TT 3|
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Rethinking tribal women’s inheritance rights
oS | Society ] T

he question of women’s

inheritance rights in

tribal communities

remains unresolved.
Customary laws of most tribal
communities deny absolute
property rights to their women,
and the Hindu Succession Act,
1956, which grants daughters
inheritance rights in ancestral
property, keeps tribal women out
of its purview. Until recently,
however, the Supreme Court had
in some cases granted inheritance
rights to tribal women who had
‘Hinduised’, i.e., adopted Hindu
customs and traditions after
abandoning their customary
practices. This inconsistent
approach — excluding tribal
women from inheritance rights in
some cases due to the acceptance
of exclusion clauses under Hindu
laws, while granting rights in
others because of ‘Hinduisation’ —
created uncertainty for tribal
women whenever questions of
inheritance arose.

Reaffirming an old principle
This came to an end when, on
October 8, 2025, the Court
delivered a verdict, upholding the
core inheritance provisions of the
Hindu Succession Act, 1956. A
Bench of Justices Sanjay Karol and
Prashant Kumar Mishra stated that
the Act cannot be applied to
Scheduled Tribes under any
circumstances. While this
observation was not new, it
reaffirmed the law’s principle of
providing special protection to
indigenous communities under
the legal system.

The verdict was given in the
case of Nawang v. Bahadur. The
civil appeal challenged the order
dated June 23, 2015, passed by the
High Court of Himachal Pradesh at
Shimla, pertaining to a particular
property case. The High Court had
said that tribal daughters who had
been ‘Hinduised’ ought to have an
opportunity to inherit property
under the Hindu Succession Act.
The Supreme Court overturned
that order stating that only
Parliament had the authority to
extend the Act to tribal

Shalini Saboo
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Now that the
Supreme Court
has ruled that
the Hindu
Succession Act
does not apply
to tribal
communities, a
separate law
could be
introduced to
govern
inheritance
among
indigenous
populations

communities. The Court brought
to light the fact that the High Court
had overstepped its jurisdiction by
directing legislative changes. It
affirmed that tribal inheritance
falls under the rubric of the
customary practices of
communities unless the Central
government officially intervenes.
The Supreme Court’s decision
came just months after it
recognised, in Ram Charan v.
Sukhram, that excluding daughters
from ancestral property violates
their fundamental right to
equality. It invites not only deep
analysis, but also partially answers
certain questions. Is ‘Hinduising’ a
tribe the only way to secure
inheritance rights for tribal
women? Should Scheduled Tribes
be granted inheritance rights
solely on the basis of religion,
disregarding their unique social
and cultural characteristics? Can
they not be given equal
inheritance rights by expanding
any other statute? Or, in the
absence of consistent statutory
and customary law guaranteeing
tribal women inheritance rights,
should tribal women continue to
face discrimination under the
pretext of upholding tradition?

Defining Hindu

On defining the term ‘Hindu’, the
Supreme Court, in Sastri
Yagnapurushadji v. Muldas
Brudardas Vaishya (1966), said
that “unlike other religions in the
world, the Hindu religion does not
claim any one prophet, it does not
worship any one God, it does not
subscribe to any one dogma, it
does not believe in any one
philosophic concept, it does not
follow any one set of religious rites
or performances, in fact, it does
not appear to satisfy the narrow
traditional features of any religion
or creed. It may broadly be
described as a way of life and
nothing more”. A person can be a
Hindu either by birth or by
conversion. Conversion means a
bonafide intention to follow a
particular faith with an
unequivocal conduct expressing
sufficient evidence of conversion.

Rethinking tribal women’s inheritance rlghts

Afganaii &

ey

A converted person continues to
be a member of the tribe unless
his ancestors had converted long
time ago and have stopped
following tribal customs including
the customary laws of inheritance
and marriage, as are expected of
the members of that tribe.

This judgment of the Supreme
Court raises a question. Was not
the earlier practice of
‘Hinduisation’ of tribal people a
negation of the constitutional
guarantee to protect the unique
identity of tribal people? The
ruling affirms the constitutional
validity of Section 2(2) of the
Hindu Succession Act, which
excludes Scheduled Tribes from
the Act. This provision had
previously been challenged on the
grounds that it created invidious
discrimination between women
belonging to Scheduled Tribes and
those outside the category.

Earlier, the courts used to
broaden the scope of Section 2(1)
of the Hindu Succession Act to
include Scheduled Tribes by
holding that since they are not
expressly excluded under the
section, they would be included
within the definition of ‘Hindu’
under Section 2(1) of the Act. This
is not only contrary to Section
2(2), which states that
notwithstanding anything to the
contrary in Section 2(1), no
provisions of the Act shall apply to
notified Scheduled Tribes, but was
also used to force tribal women to
choose between their tribal
identity and becoming followers of
Hinduism.

An opportunity

Now that the Supreme Court has
stated that the Act cannot be
extended to tribal people
irrespective of their religious
allegiance, it would be wise to
introduce a special enactment
governing inheritance rights
among the indigenous population.
Codifying customary laws of
succession in other States with
significant tribal populations on
the lines of Mizoram could provide
a solution to ensure gender parity
while preserving tribal identity.

24F.

Customary laws of most tribal communities deny absolute property rights to women.
SIS THerl & UUTTd S afgarsit st guf Jufy siftrer 3 dfta #wd €1

The Hindu Succession Act, 1956 grants daughters inheritance rights but excludes tribal

women from its purview.

Sifuferam, 1956 afedl & IR AfBR a1 8, Afb Freireiag Afgemait

E’éﬂ*ﬂﬁmm%

A Bench of Justices Sanjay Karol and Prashant Kumar Mishra ruled that the Act cannot

apply to Scheduled Tribes under any circumstances.
rayfd Tora BRI SR wRa FER Ay 3t die 3 fofa e f& gz sifefam sragfa
Seadl UR foddt oft fRufa o @y 18t gt Jwn|

The verdict reaffirmed the principle of special legal protection for indigenous

communities.
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The High Court had allowed ‘Hinduised’ tribal daughters to inherit under the Hindu
Succession Act.

I ARy A fEgRor UM aret sy afedt &1 fg SwRifter siftfraw & dgd
TRt SWRIYSR Bt Srgfa & ot

The Supreme Court overturned the order, stating only Parliament can extend the Act to
tribal communities.

Tl B1E 7 M IE fFan, 3R He1 o FHaa wue gt 39 gy & S Sger! db
¢TIl gl

The Court held that the High Court had overstepped its jurisdiction by suggesting
legislative change.

SR A Hg1 [ I AT = U= SATUSTR &5 1 tferspavr fosa|

It affirmed that tribal inheritance remains governed by customary practices unless the
Central government intervenes.

AT = Y fobaT o ST SURIFRIGR WU WRURTSH §RT S1ierd g, S aob b b
WPR gH&Y A B

Earlier, in Ram Charan v. Sukhram, the Court held excluding daughters from ancestral
property violates the fundamental right to equality.

Ul T TROT FHTH JRERTH HHA B <Rrerd | &gl ol o afedt &) Oge Jufy § dfed
HRAT GUTET & W SfUdR &1 3o g
The verdict raises key questions.
Tg e Heayul uy Iarar g |
Is ‘Hinduising’ a tribe the only way to secure inheritance rights for tribal women?
F1 fgmeor 8 SFuKi Afigarst & STRIBR SfAGR T B THHH TRIdT 572
Should Scheduled Tribes get inheritance rights solely on the basis of religion, ignoring their
unique cultural identity?

FT ST Sl & had 4 & YR R IWINGR ISR e =1, 373! fafkry
TP ad UgdE DI SHGE H?

Defining Hindu

feg ot afvur

On defining the term ‘Hindu’, the Supreme Court in Sastri Yagnapurushadji v. Muldas
Brudardas Vaishya (1966) stated that the Hindu religion does not claim one prophet, one
God, one dogma, one philosophy, or one set of rites, and may broadly be described as a
way of life.
fig Waﬁuﬁwéﬁ@%ﬂgﬂﬁmwﬂmwwm
(1966) T Hal & g 4vi Toh WiaR, TP YR, T i, T o= a1 vo uthfo usfa d&
a7 § 3R U TS U ¥ g et g1 o Yohal 5
The ruling reaffirmed the constitutional validity of Section 2(2) of the Hindu Succession Act,
which excludes Scheduled Tribes from its scope.
ot 7 fég STufteR siftferam &Y 4T 2(2) 3 Faue deud &1 g7: g8 3, S srgfua
STfoa) @) 9% SN T 9181 T@d! ¢
This was contrary to Section 2(2), which clearly states that the Act shall not apply to
notified Scheduled Tribes.
u%ugmz(z)éﬁuﬂam,ﬁﬁwm%%ug ST g Sy Sefadl uR @y
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Directions in hate crime ruling may be unmanageable: CJlI
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On the independence of the EC
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Directions in hate
crime ruling may be
unmanageable: CJI

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant on Monday described
as “unmanageable” the
“general directions” issued
by the Supreme Court in a
2018 judgment to the
Centre and States to pre-
vent and prosecute cow vi-
gilantism and mobocracy.

Rather, the CJI observed
in favour of an individualis-
tic approach, taking up
each crime on its singular
facts and merits, and act-
ing on any infraction of a
person’s right or abuse of
law with immediate effect.

He said the top court on-
ly lays down general princi-
ples of law for the authori-
ties to comply with and the
people to raise in their pro-
tection in case of any viola-
tion of their rights. In case
of any breach of rights, the
public has a remedy in law
through the courts con-
cerned, he indicated.

The court refused to en-
tertain contempt petitions
that the State governments
and authorities had not
been acting in compliance
with the 2018 Tehseen Poo-
nawalla judgment. “If so-
mebody’s rights are in-
fringed or some action is
taken in excess of the pro-
tection of law. Their rights
must be protected. Imme-
diate action must be taken
in such cases,” Chief Justice
Kant, heading a Bench
comprising Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi, observed.

The eight-year-old ver-
dict had reverberated as a
sharp judicial criticism
against a spate of lynchings
and communally coloured
mob violence which had
occurred since 2014. The
court had described these
as “creeping” threats. It
had warned that the rising
wave of frenzied mobs —
fed by fake news, self-pro-
fessed morality and false
stories — would consume
the country like a “ty-
phoon-like monster”.

The three-judge Bench
led by then Chief Justice of
India Dipak Misra had im-
posed that the primary
obligation of the govern-
ment was to protect all in-
dividuals irrespective of
race, caste, class, or reli-
gion. It had directed pre-
ventive, remedial and pun-
itive measures to deal with
lynching and mob violence
while ordering the Centre
and the States to imple-
ment the measures and file
compliance reports.

However, when the case
came up in February 2025,
the court was of the opi-
nion that it could possibly
not “micro-manage” crimi-
nal prosecutions of mob
lynchings and violence in
“different areas or different
States” sitting in Delhi. It
urged victims to approach
local courts and State auth-
orities to comply with the
directions in the 2018 judg-
ment to prevent and fairly
investigate hate crimes and
communal violence.

24F. Directions in hate crime ruling may be
unmanageable: CJI

§E IsH Bad | fqU 7T fAdwr sraagTi® & 9@d
: CJI
e The court refused to entertain contempt petitions that

the State governments and authorities had not been acting in
compliance with the 2018 Tehseen Poonawalla judgment.

3{EIAd - I Hed gU SITHTHT ATFahTS TR TS I STHR B
faa 5 50 WK SR WIS 2018 F dE<I= AT Bt
1 U el PRI B |

e The eight-year-old verdict had reverberated as a sharp
judicial criticism against a spate of lynchings and communally

coloured mob violence which had occurred since 2014.

3T Te IR 39 A A 2014 I g8 FiRAT SR wiverfye &
arent s f&ar & g1l & Raa® ! =a1iie siidi T & ¥4
A7 Ut &t ot

e The court had described these as “creeping” threats.

3ETAd 35 “dR-¢¥ Fgd” Tax sarr o1l

e |t had warned that the rising wave of frenzied mobs —
fed by fake news, self-professed morality and false stories —
would consume the country like a “typhoon-like monster”.

I AaraHt of At 3 weolf @R, @g-aifd Afaswmdr sik
Felf-ral I Titd S 1St Bt ggcl Tex X B! YW
&R 1 e [t el

e The three-judge Bench led by then Chief Justice of India

Dipak Misra had imposed that the primary obligation of the
government was to protect all individuals irrespective of race,
caste, class, or religion.

TP ICH T ARATERT dTues f8m & A arell di=-=armefi= @t
e 3 g Fulia far U1 i TReR o1 Ui i wifa, af,
T a1 9 ¥ X gt afoaal ot & s

e |t had directed preventive, remedial and punitive
measures to deal with lynching and mob violence while ordering
the Centre and the States to implement the measures and file
compliance reports.

39 fifel iR offs e © fAge & forg fFraR®, SraRTtes
3R ST STl & (A T & 3R &% 9 I3l Y 3% AR HR
SrguTe fYute iiad A o1 e fear ol

e However, when the case came up in February 2025, the

court was of the opinion that it could possibly not “micro-manage” criminal prosecutions of
mob lynchings and violence in “different areas or different States” sitting in Delhi.

BIeTifop, ST ATH WBRadt 2025 H 3111, o Srarerd &1 I ot b a8 et # doex fafim &t
a1 faftm =y o i fifd ofik if & smoRifies SifiaieH & “gea-uaem el &R gl |

e |t urged victims to approach local courts and State authorities to comply with the directions
in the 2018 judgment to prevent and fairly investigate hate crimes and communal violence.

el 3 Nfdl ¥ 3imre fhar i 3 R Srererd) 3R sy Mol & U oTd a1fd 2018
F Paa P T F TIR g€ PIEH R UGS 1 H) AT o I 3R ey S 8
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On the independence of the EC

An independent Election Commission is the bedrock of Indian democracy. To ensure that it remains so, various safeguards

LETTER & SPIRIT

C.B.P. Srivastava

ree and fair elections are key toa
successful and vibrant
democracy, a maxim included in

the Basic Structure of the
Constitution via Indira Gandhi versus Raj
Narain (1975). However, in recent times,
the fairness of the electoral process in
India has been under question for many
reasons, culminating in a resolution by
the Oppaosition alliance to remove the
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC).
These controversies centre around the
issue of alleged ‘vote theft’, and the
manipulation of electoral rolls in the
much-talked about Special Intensive
Revision (SIR).

It has been alleged that the Election
Commission (EC) has allowed massive
irregularities in voter lists, specifically
targeting minority and
Opposition-supporting voters. It was
alleged that the SIR in Bihar was rushed
and designed to delete voters in order to
target minorities. The names of
approximately 65 lakh voters have been
deleted during the SIR exercise which was
challenged in the Supreme Court.

This is quite a casual way of doing away
with a citizen's ‘right to vote’. Adult
franchise as provided in Article 326 of the
Constitution is the bedrock of democracy.
Any procedural impropriety would affect
its merit and sanctity.

On selecting the EC
The process of appointing election
issi caused

when the Government passed the Chief
Election Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Office and Terms of Office)
Act, 2023, which regulates the
appointment and removal of the CEC and
election commissioners, replacing the
1991 Act. The 2023 Act stipulates that
election commissioners should be
appointed by the President based ona
selection committee comprised of the
Prime Minister, a Union Minister and the
Leader of Opposition. It was alleged that
the passing of the Act was in
contravention of the decision of the
Supreme Court in Anoop Baranwal versus
Union of India, 2023 in which the Court
held that the Chief Justice of India should
also be included in the committee.
However, this provision was removed
which created a controversy on the
grounds that the ind d of the EC

are built into the basic structure of the Constitution

——
DImIT B3, sd0W3W

‘speaking out: Activists from various groups stage a protest against the SIR at Freedom park in Bengaluru on February 7. ALLEN EGENUSE.

proved misbehaviour or mcapamv

very cumplex and ngomts Itisa

Under Article 324(5), the CEC?
of service cannot be varied to their
disadvantage during their tenure.

The removal of other election
commissioners is done by the President
on the advice of the CEC. However, the
Supreme Court in Vineet Narain versus
Union of India, 1997 held that the CEC
shall not give his advice suo motu. This
provision strikes a balance between the
executive power and the independence of
the election commissioners.

The CEC’s position
Article 324 provides for an EC with a CEC
and other commissioners, and also
includes a provision for regional

i In 1989, the

would be adversely affected. The Act has
been challenged again in Jaya Thakur
versus Union of India, 2024. The next
hearing for the same is scheduled for
March 2026.

The Constitutional mandate
The Constitution of India, under Article
324, provides for a permanent Election
Commission with powers of
superintendence, direction and control of
the elections of the President,
Vice-President, Parliament and of the
legislature of the States. This

| basis and

was made multi-member but the two
additional posts were abolished in 1990.
Again on October 1, 1993 after drawing
strength from clause (2) of Article 324, it
was made a multi-member commission
permanently which was validated by the
Supreme Court in T. N. Seshan versus
Union of India (1995).

Interestingly, Clause (3) of Article 324
provides that when any Election
Commissioner is so appointed the CEC,
he/she shall act as the Chairman of the
EC. The language of Article 324 makes it
crystal clear that the CEC is appointed
and issi as the issi

of

the Commission creates a background for
its independence. The 2023 Act provides
that the CEC will hold office for six years
or until the age of 65, whichever is earlier.
By far (he most significant provision

independence of the EC is the
provision for the removal of the CEC and
other election commissioners. Clause (5)
of Article 324 says that the CEC can be

having certain exclusive powers, and in
case of making the Commission
multi-member, he shall preside over the
meeting as its chairman. The idea behind
this provision is to ensure that the
conduct of elections is done by an
administrator and at the same time to
make the decision of the Commission
consensus-hased or democratic. Such
thei

The complexl(y of the process ensures its
independence from any possible arbitrary
action by the government. While the
Representation of the People Act of 1950
and 1951 focuses on electoral procedures,
voter registration, and candidate
qualifications, Section 11 of the CEC and
other ECs (Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Terms of Office) Act, 2023
gives the procedure to remove the CEC
and other Commissioners.

For the removal of the CEC, Article 324
(5) shall be read with Article 124(4) in
order to understand the grounds for
removal and the procedure.

Section 3 of the Judges (Inquiry) Act,
1968, deals with the investigation into
misbehaviour or incapacity by a
commission member. It says that if notice
is given to the Lok Sabha, at least 100
members must sign, while in the case of
the Rajya Sabha, the minimum number of
signatories to such a motion shall not be
less than 50. Following this, the Speaker
or, as the case may be, the Chairman may
admit or refuse the motion.

Natural Justice by way of protecting the
“Rule of Fair Hearing'. This is again one of

Constitution. In the case of allegations of
any physical or mental incapacity,
medical examination by a medical board
appointed by the Speaker or Chairman, as
the case may be, needs to be conducted.

The political angle

‘Though the Opposition has said that it
will adopt democratic tools to move the
motion against the CEC, it is unlikely to
get passed as the rulmg alliance holds
sufficient majority in Parliament. The
ruling government has rejected the
allegations of any bias. The moot point is
that constitutional bodies must be
well-respected by all, be it citizens, ruling
parties or the Opposition; otherwise, it
sends a wrong signal to the masses across
the country.

All political parties need to consider
that constitutional or statutory bodies
operate according to the provisions
provided in the Constitution or in the
respective statutes. While dissent against
the actions of such bodies is not wrong, it

The Speaker or Chairman thereafter should also be considered that the
. gps be i of the Constitution or
comprising the Chief Justice of India or a constitutional bodies would be

Supreme Court Judge, the Chief Justice of
a High Court and a distinguished jurist.

In order to ensure coordination
between the two Houses of Parliament, a
provision is made that if the notice is
given to both Houses on the same day, the
committee shall be constituted only after
both Houses accept the motion.

Further, definite charges must be
framed and communicated on which
investigation needs to be conducted. The
CEC should be given reasonable time and

removed only in the manner
for the removal of a Supreme Court judge
under Article 124(4), which are either

to present his

of this consummmal body.
The procedure to remove the CEC is

defence. This is a provision which
ensures the protection of the Doctrine of

24F. On the independence of the EC
ST DY Fa=dl U

qg-drd

detrimental to Indian democracy.

‘The political safeguard pruvu.led by the
Constitution must be taken care of and
any dilution would be politically sensitive
mainly because it would affect fairness in
the electoral process and in the balance of
power between the Government and
independent and credible democratic
institutions. The rule of thumb in Indian
democracy is that it thrives on a blend of
liberality and command, by balancing the
authority of the state with the liberty of its
citizens.

C.B. P Srivastava is President, Centre for
Applied Research in Governance, Delhi.
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It has been alleged that the
Election Commission (EC) has
allowed massive irregularities.
in voter lists, specifically
targeting minority and
Opposition-supporting voters.

v

Article 324 provides for an EC
with a CEC and other
commissioners, and also
includes a provision for
regional commissioners.

-

Though the Opposition has
said that it will adopt
democratic tools to move the
motion against the CEC, it is
unlikely to get passed as the
ruling alliance holds sufficient
majority in Parliament.
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An independent Election Commission is the bedrock of Indian democracy.
T T gAI1d SRRT HRAED dipaa Bl SRR 2|

To ensure that it remains so, various safeguards are built into the basic structure of the
Constitution

3 VYT IHTT 7@A & forw Afaem o1 o T & faftrsr JRem uraer i feu e §

Free and fair elections are key to a successful and vibrant democracy, a maxim included in
the Basic Structure of the Constitution via Indira Gandhi versus Raj Narain (1975).

Wﬁ?ﬁwa?ﬁ[maﬁ?mmﬁgﬁﬁ% forar g et = I ARTIOr
(1975) & T1Y I Afaur & ga \@a=n o il fdar

Adult franchise under Article 326 is the bedrock of democracy, and any procedural
impropriety affects its sanctity.

ITEE 326 & Agd ITITP HATIPR AdHad B SMYRRIAT 8, 3R it +ft ufcrares e 9
$US! gfasrar guIfad gic g1

On Selecting the EC

AT AN Bt Fgfaa W

The appointment process became controversial after the passage of the Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Office
and Terms of Off|ce) Act 2023, replacing the 1991 Act.

ST AT ST 3R 39 g9 g (Frgfa, Ja1 3t =1 iR srdera) sif¥fAmm, 2023
m&aaﬁ%wﬁgﬁrmﬁmﬁas‘rﬂé oM 1991 & SrfIf=rs &1 wfawifud foar|

The 2023 Act provides that commissioners are appointed by the President based on a
selection committee comprising the Prime Minister, a Union Minister, and the Leader of
Opposition.

2023 SRR & SIFIR gl o1 (o Igufd gRT AU, T Fsra 9 ok fauer &
AT areit aaqqmﬁra“rﬁmﬁmwm|

It was alleged that the Act contravened the Supreme Court’s decision in Anoop Baranwal
versus Union of India, 2023, which included the Chief Justice of India in the committee.
3R § 5 g A ST SRAaTe 918 YR WY, 2023 & Fvfa & fausia g, foras 997
IAfT & U & g1 arardi=r & e faar T ol

The Act has been challenged again in Jaya Thakur versus Union of India, 2024.

3 AT &Y 5141 STHR 991 HIRd |, 2024 H TF: T < 718 g

The next hearing is scheduled for March 2026.

STl graTs AT 2026 & forg A 71

The Constitutional mandate

T graur

The Constitution of India, under Article 324, provides for a permanent Election
Commission with powers of superintendence, direction and control of elections of the
President, Vice-President, Parliament and State legislatures.

YR BT AU, ARG 324 F qgd, ITd AN S IIPafa), WPl g iR Ied
?ﬂm@ﬁ%gﬁm‘rwuﬁ&m ﬁ%&ﬁaﬁ?ﬁuawﬁsri%ﬁrﬂ%aw%wﬂﬁwasw
R BT 2|

This constitutional basis and permanency creates a background for the independence of the
Commission.

g YaUTeh 3MYR 3R RAMAT MANT F} Tqaar &t JyUH R FRar gl
The 2023 Act provides that the CEC will hold office for six years or until the age of 65,
whichever is earlier.

g@fﬂﬁhﬁ%&ﬂqﬁg@wmmmwﬁm%ﬁﬁmwﬁm
, R

The most significant provision ensuring independence is the removal process of the CEC
and election commissioners.
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Clause (5) of Article 324 states that the CEC can be removed only like a Supreme Court
judge under Article 124(4) on grounds of proved misbehaviour or incapacity.

TG 324(5) P 3TER YT TATE AT 1 ad TG 124(4) b Ted HHADIE S
AT FT AR E T S WhdT g, STd R GRIAR a7 J&HAT & YR WR|

Under Article 324(5), the conditions of service of the CEC cannot be varied to their
disadvantage during tenure.

ITE 324(5) B STIR HRIGTA & SR YT AT AT Pt AT Ial DI 31 Ufagpd
el SaaT oI wPpd|

The removal of other election commissioners is done by the President on the advice of the
CEC.

30 TG S| 1 IPUTeT GIRT YT AT AT B W18 UR CrT orell gl

The Supreme Court in Vineet Narain versus Union of India, 1997 held that the CEC shall
not give advice suo motu.

T TR 99T YIRE WY, 1997 & YT SIC A $H7T [ YT AT ARIT TUR0T I
LSIEEH A

This provision balances executive power and independence of election commissioners.

g WU BTIUTIrenT Bt RMfeT 3R T SRRl Bt Faaadl & i Sga RMfd ddl gl

The CEC’s position
q@I G149 g 31 Rufa

Article 324 provides for an Election Commission consisting of a CEC and other
commissioners, including provision for regional commissioners

ARG 324 B Wwww&mmmwmamasﬁu
ST &7 Trae™ ]

In 1989, the Comm|55|on became multi-member, but the two additional posts were abolished
in 1990.

1989 T TN §g-HGRIT &1, URg 1990 H &l ke Ug THT & 3T U

Again on October 1, 1993, using Article 324(2), it was made permanently multi-member,
validated by the Supreme Court in T. N. Seshan versus Union of India (1995).

fOhR 1 SragaR 1993 B! TG 324(2) P YR W 3 VIR U Y 9g-Yaw1g g1 77, fordy
T ®IE 7 & T, A9 §919 YR " (1995) & ArIai o

Clause (3) of Article 324 states that when an Election Commissioner is appointed, the CEC
shall act as Chairman of the Commission.

TG 324(3) b SIUR 1§ GG M G 81 5, Il GBI FATT ST STIRT & A&
& FUH B HE|

The Article makes clear that the CEC has certain exclusive powers and presides over
meetings when the Commission is multi-member.

g 3de WY Rl ¢ b §=I g1d T%wwﬁﬁmmﬁ?ﬁ% 3R §g-
TR START § 9 SD! B Sl B

The objective is to ensure elections are conducted by an administrator while making
decisions consensus-based and democratic.

DT I I8 AT BT ¢ [ 19 IR gRT FaTierd 81 3fik iy Tgwnfa smenfia
TUT APAIAD |

Such provisions help ensure the independence of this constitutional body.

U UIaYH 59 FauTi-ie ST B} WeardT JRRd 3 g

The Procedure to Remove the CEC

B GHTd YT B geT Dt uiehar

The procedure to remove the CEC is very complex and rigorous, and it is a quasi-judicial
Parliamentary procedure.
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g@ggﬁmﬁsﬁﬁmagawﬁﬁaﬁ?W%sﬁwgwaﬁ-WW
ufsar g1

e The complexity ensures independence from arbitrary government action.
g SfCTdl TRBR B WAHT HRATS A Faeirar YR ddl g1

e The Representation of the People Act, 1950 and 1951 focuses on electoral procedures,
voter registration and candidate qualifications, while Section 11 of the 2023 Act provides
the removal procedure.
oI ufafaifRra siffeaar 1950 3R 1951 AT wfthan, waqrar usiiwwor shv wem=ft avaar
W $Hfed g, e 2023 ARIFRH $t URT 11 e & Ufchar gardt g1

e [For removal, Article 324(5) must be read with Article 124(4) to understand grounds and
procedure.
T 1 UfshaT THgM & AU 3rqedg 324(5) B 3¢ 124(4) & 1Y UgT HTTTH g

e Section 3 of the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 deals with investigation into misbehaviour or
incapacity.
<aTaTefi=T (o) SFRIFRT 1968 HT UIRT 3 GRIATR AT J&HAT Bt S 9§ Wafdd 5

e |f notice is given in Lok Sabha, at least 100 members must sign; in Rajya Sabha, at least 50
members must sign.

IS U1 ArpdHT H f3TT ST af 61 J HH 100 Yl & gEIER MaD 8, SIaid IreTHHT
A HH Y HY 50 ISH & sT&R IS & |
e The Speaker or Chairman may admit or refuse the motion.

(&I YT GUTYT URATd &) WHR I 3RABR P Jhd 2|

e The Speaker or Chairman then constitutes a three-member committee consisting of Chief
Justice of India or Supreme Court Judge, Chief Justice of High Court and a
distinguished jurist.

WW%WWWﬁW%Wm%WWmeng%?
e, 3= |UTaTed & gReT [raneier ik ues ufaf¥d faftasr snfa g

e |If notice is given in both Houses on the same day, the committee is formed only after both
Houses admit the motion.

ﬁw&ﬁaﬁﬁ@ﬁ%%mﬁaﬁﬁmwaﬁsﬁwﬁww
PR I
o Definite charges must be framed and communicated for investigation.

ST & fore eIy Fuffea SiR wufd fose o= =gl

e The CEC must be given reasonable opportunity to present defence, ensuring the
Doctrine of Natural Justice and Rule of Fair Hearing.

ST B TUT9 YRgd B3 BT IR a9 foam 1 Tnfee, vy wipfae =g
%ﬁi@ﬁeﬁ?ﬁw&rﬁqﬁﬁ%%ﬁwaﬁ?&ﬂsﬁ%l

e In case of alleged physical or mental incapacity, medical examination by a medical
board appointed by the Speaker or Chairman must be conducted.

I MRS a1 AR SM&rHar &1 $RIU 1, O ede a1 JUTufa g1 fFgaa e 9
ER1 TAfb R TRi&u I ST 1T

The Political Angle
g

e Though the Opposition has said it will use democratic tools to move a motion against the
CEC, it is unlikely to pass because the ruling alliance has majority in Parliament.

ST e 3 Hel & b a8 aledifie SuTal & Tl TTd Tga & [ct YT S,
Qb 3T TIRT B BT YU HH g i TR=¢ TS & IR WG ¥ 9g9d 8
e Theruling government has rejected allegations of bias.

ARG PR - U&UTd & 3R} &) WIS B e g

e While dissent is not wrong, politicisation of constitutional bodies would harm Indian
democracy.

gTaiior SIAGHIS Teld 81 §, AfhT HAUTH e HRITSHT BT IS AP0 R Apad &
fore grfeR® R
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e The political safeguards in the Constitution must be protected.
Tfaem # AT 7T Ierifae GREm Ul & & @1 o a1fe U

e Anydilution would be politically sensitive as it affects fair elections and balance of power
between the Government and independent institutions.
foreit ot HHSRY &1 ISIa® TUTd T Riifds I frsaes gATa i IR U1 Waas AAT3iT
& ot rfea dgad o1 THIdd B

e The guiding principle of Indian democracy is a balance between state authority and citizen
liberty.
YR Aedd &1 ga Riid Irea 3t e iR ArRTie! 3 wad=rdr & o dGqa- ¢
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24F | ‘Adulterated milk’ claims four lives in Andhra Pradesh
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24F | M.P. govt. to extend Bhavantar scheme to mustard farmers for pricing power
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24F. Rescue efforts on after

Rescue efforts on after air ambulance  ; .bulance with 7 aboard

1 1 crashes in Jharkhand
with 7 aboard crashes in Jharkhand sl U

£t 1 TR qAd & gheand
81 & 91¢ 919 YU WY

e The Beechcraft C90 plane
operated by Redbird Airways lost
contact with air traffic control
around 20 minutes after take off.

A Delhi-bound air ambu-
lance carrying seven per-
sons crashed in a forest
near Simaria in Chatra dis-
trict of Jharkhand on Mon-
day, Ranchi airport Direc-
tor Vinod Kumar said.
Search and rescue

teams have been dis- YSqS TIRAd gRI Hd1ferd

patched, but there was no

immediate _confirmation e coo o 7 38 HRA
about casualties, officials *

%t The-crah pccore & TIYIT 20 fiFe 916 TR v
after the air ambulance . . .m.q.l.

took off from the Ranchi 35§|5| @’ W@- |

airport at 7.10 p.m. The s -
Beechcraft C90 plane op-  The wreckage of the air ambulance after it crashed near Simaria in Chatra district of Jharkhand. pTi

e An Aircraft Accident

erated by Redbird Airways Investigation Bureau (AAIB) team
lost contact with air traffic  certained only after a “The aircraft was air- DAR contact with Kolkata

control around 20 minutes  probe, Mr. Kumar added. borne from Ranchi at 711  at approximately 100 NM is bemg dlspatched for |nvest|gat|on.
after take off. Inclement An Aircraft Accident In-  p.m. After establishing South-East of Varanasi,” Gﬂa’é; ﬁ{q W

weather could be a reason  vestigation Bureau (AAIB) contact with Kolkata at The Directorate-General of

behind the crash, but the team is being dispatched  7.34 p.m., the aircraft lost ~ Civil Aviation said in a @m‘!{ﬁ@' (A Al B) a"ﬂ' W?ﬂﬂ

actual reason would be as-  for investigation. communication and RA-  statement. a ﬂ ﬁ
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‘Adulterated milk’
claims four lives in
Andhra Pradesh

Jes Ii: Governance |

T. Appala Naidu
RAJAMAHENDRAVARAM

Four elderly persons have
died from acute renal fai-
lure after consuming adul-
terated milk in Rajamahen-
dravaram City in Andhra
Pradesh, the East Godavari
district administration said
on Monday.

Officials said 12 people,
including the dead, had ta-
ken ill after consuming the
milk. Eight victims are suf-
fering from anuria (ab-
sence of urine), and are un-
dergoing treatment and
dialysis. Three of them are
children aged below four
and are critical, said
doctors.

The deceased have been
identified as N. Seshagiri-
rao, 72, Radha Krishna
Murthy, 74, Thadi Krishna-
veni, 76, and Thadi Rama-
ni, 58.

East Godavari District
Collector Kirthi Chekuri
said the victims consumed
milk supplied by the same
vendor, Addala Ganeswara
Rao. The vendor, who pro-
cured milk from 46 dairy
farmers and supplied to
106 families, has been
detained.

“All the 12 persons are
from Swaroop Nagar and
Chowdeswari Nagar areas
of Rajamahendravaram,”
Ms. Kirthi said.

“People in the age group
of 50-70 and those below
five years are prone to anu-
ria. A State-level expert
team has collected blood
samples from 73 families
who consumed milk sup-
plied by the vendor. The
samples have been sent to
the forensic laboratory for
tests,” she said. Experts
have also collected the fod-
der given to the cattle for
tests, she said.

Superintendent of Pol-
ice D. Narasimha Kishore
said post-mortem reports,
which are awaited, will es-
tablish the reasons that
caused anuria and acute
renal failure in the
deceased.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu announced an ex
gratia of 10 lakh each for
the families of the dead. He
informed the Assembly
that samples collected
from the victims have been
sent for detailed analysis.

Former Chief Minister Y.
S. Jagan Mohan Reddy al-
leged that negligence in en-
forcing food safety norms
has endangered public
lives and demanded strict
action against those res-
ponsible for the deaths. He
urged the Health Depart-
ment to ensure compre-
hensive medical care for
those unwell.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

T 2fad

Me!!l M!!gam
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Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Mohan Yadav de-
clared in the Assembly on
Monday that the State go-
vernment is planning to ex-
tend the Bhavantar Yojana
to mustard farmers to com-
pensate them for the diffe-
rence between the govern-
ment procurement price
and the market price.

Mr. Yadav said his go-
vernment has sent a propo-
sal in this regard to the
Centre and that the move is
expected to benefit about
80 lakh farmers.

The Bhavantar Yojana,
which pays farmers the dif-
ference if their crop is sold
in the market at a price less
than the government-de-
clared Minimum Support
Price (MSP) or procurement
price, currently benefits
soyabean farmers in the
State.

Meanwhile, the day’s
proceedings in the Assemb-
ly witnessed protests by

24F. ‘Adulterated milk’ claims four lives in Andhra
Pradesh

framadt g A 3iiy o= # AR AR D o=

e Four elderly persons have died from acute renal failure after

consuming adulterated milk in Rajamahendravaram City in Andhra
Pradesh, the East Godavari district administration said on Monday.

AR 1 Gl Marad) e T2Ire 3 S & iy W & AeTHEEaRY
W;ﬂ?ﬁmﬁguméa?m%r%m?ﬂawﬁm@rwg@ﬁﬁ
g |

o Officials said 12 people, including the dead, had taken ill after

consuming the milk.

3 g % ga®! Afed 12 AN g HT A H3- & d1G SR

TS|

o Eight victims are suffering from anuria (absence of urine), and

are undergoing treatment and dialysis.
316 fifsd TgfRar @ 9 7991  fifsd § 3R 37T SUAR auT
SR I w1 2|

24F. M.P. govt. to extend Bhavantar scheme to mustard
farmers for pricing power

& fore IR fHAM) 9% HaiaR IS &1
fawR Ul 99 YW TReR

e Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav declared in the
Assembly on Monday that the State government is planning to extend the Bhavantar Yojana

M.P. govt. to extend Bhavantar scheme
to mustard farmers for pricing power

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav told the Assembly that the move is
expected to benefit about 80 lakh farmers. FILE PHOTO

Congress MLAs as they de-
manded that fresh registra-
tions under the govern-
ment’s flagship Ladli Behna
scheme be opened. The Op-
position MLAs also staged a
walkout from the House fol-
lowing a heated exchange
with the Treasury Benches
on the issue.

The discussion on the is-
sue was started by Congress
MLA Mahesh Parmar, who
asked the Minister for Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment, Nirmala Bhuria, mul-
tiple questions regarding
the scheme, including

when the registrations will
commence for the women
who have entered the eligi-
ble age.

Ms. Bhuria, in her res-
ponse, said that there is no
proposal regarding new re-
gistration under considera-

tion at present.
The  scheme  was
launched by then Chief Mi-

nister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han in March 2023 with an
allowance of 1,000 a
month, which was in-
creased to 1,250 in Octob-
er the same year, ahead of
the State Assembly election.

The current regime of Mr.
Yadav increased the allo-
wance amount to 1,500 in
October this year. As per
the scheme, women bet-
ween 21 and 60 years of age,
and having an annual family
income of less than 2.5
lakh, receive the monthly
allowance from the State
government.

‘Govt. betrayed women’
The situation in the House,
however, turned chaotic
and witnessed heated ex-
changes after Mr. Parmar al-
leged that the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party government had
“betrayed” the women of
the State after earning their
votes with the help of the
scheme and promising
them that the allowance
would be increased to
3,000 per month.

He also said that since
the formation of new BJP
government in 2023, about
25 lakh women have
crossed the age of 21 and
have been waiting for their
registrations.

to mustard farmers to
compensate them for the
difference between the
government procurement
price and the market price.

A YT & YT HigH
YTed - AR & g gHr #
U &1 b I TRHR aAl
framl & e Tie g
IR SR e & &1 b SR P
HRUTS & forT HIGTaR TISTT &7
IR B Bt AT ST B

e The Bhavantar Yojana,
which pays farmers the
difference if their crop is sold in
the market at a price less than
the government-declared
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
or procurement price, currently
benefits soyabean farmers in
the State.

HIgTaR gieTAT, e ded afe

g
2 3 et Y iR IR & oI R, oA B ¥ 3 Aardi Reart 3 o ugar e 2
e Meanwhile, the day’s proceedings in the Assembly witnessed protests by Congress MLAs as
they demanded that fresh registrations under the government’s flagship Ladli Behna scheme
be opened.
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The scheme was launched by then Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan in March 2023
with an allowance of 1,000 a month, which was increased to ¥1,250 in October the same
year, ahead of the State Assembly election.
g TioHT dabTad Gt Rrawre Rig g™ gR1 | 2023 # 1,000 Ui |18 &t Igmd
AR & Y = o1 13 Y, O 3 o Sragar & Isy U= HT 919 ¥ Usd 9gIeR €1,250

P faar T

The current regime of Mr. Yadav increased the allowance amount to 1,500 in October this

year.

ot I1ed Pt A IRPR A 39 a9 SFgaR H Tgradl R TG 21,500 FR <l |
As per the scheme, women between 21 and 60 years of age, and having an annual family
income of less than 2.5 lakh, receive the monthly allowance from the State government.

IS & SRR, 21 | 60 T4 BT 31 Bt 9 ARG oS! aritfes urRarie oma 2.5 arg @
FHU g, I8 AT WHR B 3R I ARy Teraar I e g1

tells SC it does

not share data with Meta

Will fully comply with National Company Law Appellate Tribunal directions on user consent for

sharing data with parent company, it says as both challenge imposition of penalty of 213.14 crore

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he instant messag-
ing platform What-
sApp maintained in
the Supreme Court on
Monday that it was not
“quite right” to say the on-
line entity was sharing data
with other Meta platforms.

Appearing before a
three-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, for WhatsApp
and its parent company,
Meta, said its technology
was very clear and put a
premium on privacy.
“There is no question of
violating the law,” Mr. Sibal
submitted.

He said the Digital Per-
sonal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023, compre-
hensively addressed the
privacy concerns raised in
the Supreme Court.

The court was hearing
petitions filed by Meta and
WhatsApp against a Na-
tional Company Law Ap-
pellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
decision to uphold a
3213.14-crore penalty im-
posed by the Competition
Commission of India (CCI).

The CCI had found
WhatsApp’s  “take-it-or-
leave-it” approach in its

Privacy message

WhatsApp submits its view before SCon

-

user consent and sharing of data with Meta

= WhatsApp and Meta m

challenge NCLAT
order upholding
3213.14-crore penal-

= CCl found
WhatsApp’s 2021 privacy

ty Imposed by CCI policy a ‘take-it-or-leave-it’ practice

m Regulator said users were forced to share

u Case arises from data with Meta to keep using the app

CClfindings on
WhatsApp's 2021
privacy policy

DEFENDING STATEMENTS

= WhatsApp denies
improper sharing,

= Tribunal stressed user choice and
consent for non-essential data use

= Company says it
will follow NCLAT

u CCl argued the
matter also involves

cites encryption
and DPDP Act

directions by
March 16,2026

competition law and
consumer protection

2021 privacy policy an
abuse of its market domi-
nance. It found the prior
consent sought from users
to share their data with Me-
ta “manufactured”. It had
concluded that users were
forced to share data for
continued access to What-
sApp messaging services.

In an appeal last year,
the NCLAT concluded that
the “core principle is to re-
move exploitation by res-
toring user choice”.

“The users can be given
choice if users retain the
right to decide what data is
collected from them, for
which purposes, and for
how long. We had also stat-

ed in our findings that any
non-essential collection or
cross-use (like advertising
etc.) can occur only with
the concerned user’s ex-
press and revocable con-
sent,” the NCLAT had
observed.

On Monday, WhatsApp
said it would fully comply
with the NCLAT directions
relating to user consent for
sharing data with Meta un-
der its controversial 2021
privacy policy by March 16,
2026. The tribunal had,
however, found the CCI's
five-year ban on sharing
data for advertisement
purposes  “redundant”,
considering that the user

had already been given a
choice to opt in or out.

WhatsApp has filed a
comprehensive  affidavit
explaining its technology
of end-to-end encryption,
following scathing oral re-
marks from the Bench in
the previous hearing on
February 3.

The Bench had cau-
tioned that it would not
permit the platform and
Meta to breach the right to
privacy of millions of their
“silent consumers” in In-
dia through the sharing
and commercial exploita-
tion of personal data. It
had even compared shar-
ing of private data to a “de-
cent way of committing
theft”. Though WhatsApp
and Meta had protested
that users could “opt out”
of the data-sharing provi-
sion, the court had persist-
ed in its criticism.

Senior advocate Madha-
vi Goradia Divan, for CCI,
said there was also a com-
petition law concern at-
tached to the case.

“Data-sharing has many
facets. One may be privacy
and data protection. But
there is another aspect,
protecting market and con-
sumer, which stands on a
totally different footing,”
Ms. Divan submitted.

24F. WhatsApp tells SC it
does not share data with
Meta

FTCaRY = Gt B¢ Bi
gara1 f& 98 Her & 91 SeT

CIEIEREEGI

e Will fully comply with
National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal directions on
user consent for sharing data with
parent company, it says as both
challenge imposition of penalty of
¥213.14 crore

T U & T STl 1=l B W
SUANTSHdt $1 Hgdfa Gedi APy
HUH B U FrATIHI &
&= &1 31 R Ter B, T
I HET, TEfP Qi A 2213.14
NS S IR B A A 8

e The court was hearing
petitions filed by Meta and
WhatsApp against a National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) decision to
uphold a ¥213.14-crore penalty
imposed by the Competition
Commission of India (CCI).

31ETeTd BeT 3R FTeHT gRT GRR

%qqgﬁ%eﬁ%WWﬁ%ﬁ
S rdieity

TP (NCLAT) & 39 B

Bl A & g o, o wReda uferf smahT (cely gRT TN T 2213.14 FRIS S JHM B

SRHIR IGT YT

The CCI had found WhatsApp’s “take-it-or-leave-it” approach in its 2021 privacy policy an
abuse of its market dominance.

HiRRtamE 7 2021 Ft fAorar e & eIty & a1 8 @ @, T8 A BISr =B B ITDH
IR WY BT GEUINT U AT
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e |t found the prior consent sought from users to share their data with Meta “manufactured”.
I HeT o T STT 1=l B & [T SUARTHia] 3 ot 718 4d Ggdid &1 “Tel g5 Url

e |t had concluded that users were forced to share data for continued access to WhatsApp
messaging services.
I F5pY aTal i greauy e darsft &1 FRaR ugd & fou Iuandhdisil i 31|
B & fore goieR fovan man

e In an appeal last year, the NCLAT concluded that the “core principle is to remove exploitation
by restoring user choice”.
fUed RV i & Tiiuaue! = Feny M & ga Rigid SudnTedl #t uig J81d &
0T 1 TH BT 57

e “The users can be given choice if users retain the right to decide what data is collected from
them, for which purposes, and for how long. We had also stated in our findings that any non-
essential collection or cross-use (like advertising etc.) can occur only with the concerned
user’s express and revocable consent,” the NCLAT had observed.

ST Bl fdded aq fGa1 o TohdT & 91d d I8 a7 R BT HUHR W [ I DIH-I1
ST, fhy 32T ¥ 3R fordm T & forg wandt fasan e | g4 3o fshet & T oft det ot fos
DI off IR-3MaLTPH TUE U1 HIY-IUTNT (I A7 31fe) Had Jeifdd STaRTHdl o WY 3R
o o ST W+t ATl WAt U 1 51 bl 8,” TS A el Ul

e The tribunal had, however, found the CClI’s five-year ban on sharing data for advertisement
purposes “redundant”, considering that the user had already been given a choice to opt in or
out.

gTdifc, ARAAGHRUT A fAsTu AT & [T STt I1eh H3- R ARASMS & Ui aurg yfaae o
“3HIIRIS” U, T8 ¢8d gU [ SUaNTdhdl &1 Ugd gf [N g1 AT S16R I8+ &I [dded faam ot

Bl
° ﬁatsApp has filed a comprehensive affidavit explaining its technology of end-to-end
encryption, following scathing oral remarks from the Bench in the previous hearing on

February 3.

YUY A TS-¢-US TRHRME $i 3{UH A1 Bl FHIATA §U U [dkgd gAHAME SRR fdbar
e, aﬁswﬂﬁﬁwﬁwﬁﬁdﬁaaﬁﬁﬁ%hﬁ@%w%w

o The Bench had cautioned that it would not permit the platform and Meta to breach the right
to privacy of millions of their “silent consumers” in India through the sharing and commercial
exploitation of personal data.
U3 = Iarat & ot foh a5 T SR Al & URd & 396 0 IuHiadrsl & ferar & sifter
BT I, TG ST & T 3R ARG g & HIeqH F, B 1 Al Tat it

e It had even compared sharing of private data to a “decent way of committing theft”.
I STt STl 1= HRA B gaT “aRI R & 0 i I Ul ot ot

e Though WhatsApp and Meta had protested that users could “opt out” of the data-sharing
prOV|S|on the court had persisted in its criticism.

3R HeT 7 I8 Hed gU MUy oidTs ot {5 SuanTehdl Sel-urgnesur grae™ 3
3ffp 33 PR Wb 8, Tpe 1 SaTeral ST el TR T Y

e Senior advocate Madhavi Goradia Divan, for CCl, said there was also a competition law

concern attached to the case.

Tfteirs &t 3R 9§ oy sifgaar Aredt MRIFSAT dtar= 3 og1 fos 39 A 9 wferegyf S
Y St feferm ol i g 8

o “Data-sharing has many facets. One may be privacy and data protection. But there is another
aspect, protecting market and consumer, which stands on a totally different footing,” Ms.
Divan submitted.
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Canadian PM arriving on
February 27 for trade talks

Carney to meet Modi on March 2 and discuss new tie-ups in energy, Al, defence; officials hope the

visit will reset the ties ruptured by allegations over killing of Khalistani separatist leader Nijjar

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

anadian Prime Mi-
C nister Mark Carney
will travel to Mum-
bai and Delhi this week as
part of a three-nation tour
of India, Australia and Ja-
pan aimed at enhancing
and diversifying Canada’s
trade relations, his office
announced on Monday.
Mr. Carney is expected
to land first in Mumbai on
February 27, and meet
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in Delhi on March
2, and discuss “new part-
nerships in trade, energy,
technology and artificial
intelligence (Al), talent and
culture, and defence”, a
statement released in Otta-
wa said. The visit to three
of Canada’s “strongest In-
do-Pacific partners”, who
are all part of the Quad
with the U.S., is also a sig-
nificant push for Canada’s
own Indo-Pacific policy.
“In a more uncertain
world, Canada is focused
on what we can control.
We are diversifying our
trade and attracting mas-
sive new investment to
create new opportunities
for our workers and busi-
nesses,” Mr. Carney was
quoted as saying about the
10-day visit to all three
countries. “We are forging
new partnerships abroad

PM Narendra Modi met Canadian PM Mark Carney in June 2025 on
the sidelines of the G7 Leaders’ Summit in Canada. REUTERS

to create greater certainty,
security and prosperity at
home,” he added.

Ahead of the visit, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar held talks with his
Canadian counterpart, An-
ita Anand, on the sidelines
of the Munich Security Fo-
rum last week.

During the visit, Mr. Car-
ney is expected to focus on
India-Canada trade nego-
tiations for comprehensive
economic partnership
agreement, investment op-
portunities, cooperation in
fossil fuel and nuclear
energy, as well as critical
minerals technology. He
will also seek to put behind
years of mistrust and sharp
rhetoric between the Modi
government and his prede-
cessor, Justin Trudeau,
whose last visit to India for

the G-20 summit in 2023
proved to be particularly
acrimonious over the Khal-
istan issue.

Last year, Mr. Modi’s vi-
sit to Canada for the G7
outreach and meeting with
Mr. Carney began the pro-
cess of repairing ties,
which the return visit this
week is expected to com-
plete, officials said.

Thaw in ties

In what was seen as a par-
ticular breakthrough, Na-
tional Security Ajit Doval
visited Canada in early Fe-
bruary, after years of India-
Canada tensions over the
killing of Khalistani separa-
tist leader Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in June 2023, that the
Canadian police accused
the Indian government of
orchestrating through

agents there. The trial of
four men who have been
arrested is expected to be-
gin later this year, but in a
sign that the Canadian go-
vernment wants to be sen-
sitive to India’s concerns
over the case, the Cana-
dian Attorney-General has,
according to local reports,
requested permission to
suppress certain evidence
disclosures as they could
be “injurious to interna-
tional relations and nation-
al security”.

In a statement about the
meeting between Mr. Do-
val and his counterpart
Nathalie Drouin, the Minis-
try of External Affairs did
not refer directly to the
case but said that they
“agreed to a shared work-
plan to guide bilateral
cooperation on national
security and law enforce-
ment issues and to enable
practical collaboration on
respective priorities”.

Mr. Carney will meet Mr.
Modi for official talks on
Monday and fly that even-
ing to Australia, before tra-
velling to Tokyo to meet
newly re-elected PM Sanae
Takaichi.

Mr. Carney’s visit comes
a month after his trip to
Beijing, where Canada and
China restored trade ties,
visas, and reduced restric-
tions on Chinese electric
vehicles.

24F. Canadian PM arriving on
February 27 for .trade talks
FIST & YUTHAT IR qral &
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e Carney to meet Modi on March 2
and discuss new tie-ups in energy, Al,
defence; officials hope the visit will reset
the ties ruptured by allegations over killing
of Khalistani separatist leader Nijjar.
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e Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney will travel to Mumbai and Delhi
this week as part of a three-nation tour of
India, Australia and Japan aimed at
enhancing and diversifying Canada’s trade

relations, his office announced on Monday.

W%Wﬂﬁsﬁnﬁﬁsﬂw
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e Ahead of the visit, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar held talks with his

Canadian counterpart, Anita Anand, on the sidelines of the Munich Security Forum last

week.

SR U Ugd, fagwr 150 uw. sraRieR A e vwrs Rfera GRem TWed & GRM 0 HISR
UG HfaT 3Tg Y SIdid B
During the visit, Mr. Carney is expected to focus on India-Canada trade negotiations for
comprehensive economic partnership agreement, investment opportunities, cooperation in
fossil fuel and nuclear energy, as well as critical minerals technology.
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e Mr. Carney will meet Mr. Modi for official talks on Monday and fly that evening to Australia,
before travelling to Tokyo to meet newly re-elected PM Sanae Takaichi.

ot S GHAR o) frepTie araf & forg off A I fire?y ok I 2 it feraT <o 8,
TqF 91 9 9-Faffad gy I areTssl ¥ fiem St S|

e Mr. Carney’s visit comes a month after his trip to Beijing, where Canada and China restored
trade ties, visas, and reduced restrictions on Chinese electric vehicles.

ot BT ! T T AT SR P Th HeH 91 81 B! 8, T8T BATST 3R H 7 UR ey
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Parliamentary
groups to seek
legislative ties
worldwide
GSILIR

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a major step to deepen
India’s parliamentary en-
gagement across the
world, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla has constituted
Parliamentary Friendship
Groups, aimed at streng-
thening inter-parliamen-
tary cooperation and legis-
lative dialogue, with more
than 60 countries.

A wide spectrum of pol-
itical leaders are part of the
groups.

The first phase involves
engagements with coun-
tries such as Sri Lanka,
Germany, New Zealand,
Switzerland, South Africa,
Bhutan, Saudi Arabia, Is-
rael, the Maldives, the U.S.,
Russia, members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament, South
Korea, Nepal, the UK.,
France, Japan, Italy, Aus-
tralia, Greece, Singapore,
Brazil, Vietnam, Mexico,
Iran, and the UAE. These
groups are expected to fa-
cilitate regular dialogue,
exchange of legislative
practices, and cooperation
on trade, technology, cul-
ture, and shared global
challenges.

The initiative seeks to
build on the Centre’s post-
Operation Sindoor out-
reach, which saw multi-
party delegations repre-
senting India abroad on is-
sues of national interest.

24F. Parliamentary groups to seek legislative ties worldwide

TaEH g g WX § faurht wey wifda a3

e In amajor step to deepen India’s parliamentary engagement across the
world, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has constituted Parliamentary Friendship
Groups, aimed at strengthening inter-parliamentary cooperation and legislative
dialogue, with more than 60 countries.

IR YR B GO EHTRIGT B 6% HI- & Th 98 HeH & 20 1,
T 3reaes 3N fara 3 wadha =t el &1 e foran 7, foraT SEa Siar-
TS TEANT 3R fyurdt Targ o) 60 | iR SN & WY Togd BT 8|
e A wide spectrum of political leaders are part of the groups.
2 9g! # Ao Aarsi &1 U AU ¥ W g

e Thefirst phase involves engagements with countries such as Sri Lanka,
Germany, New Zealand, Switzerland, South Africa, Bhutan, Saudi Arabia,
Israel, the Maldives, the U.S., Russia, members of the European Parliament,
South Korea, Nepal, the U.K., France, Japan, Italy, Australia, Greece,
Singapore, Brazil, Vietham, Mexico, Iran, and the UAE.
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e These groups are expected to facilitate regular dialogue, exchange of
legislative practices, and cooperation on trade, technology, culture, and shared
global challenges.

1 gl ¥ frafira dare, faurdt watsit & smeM-ueH SR SR, Wenfie,
WP quT A Ay gfaal R Ted & Sgrar fias 3 Sudie 7

e The initiative seeks to build on the Centre’s post-Operation Sindoor
outreach, which saw multiparty delegations representing India abroad on issues

of national interest.
g URd $hg WRHR & AT RigR & 91 & Heidd Tl DI SHF GG BT
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Stick together
India and Brazil have realised the
importance of their groupings
razilian President Luiz Inicio Lula da Sil-
va’s India visit last week sent important
messages for both India-Brazil ties, and
for solidarity in the developing world, as two Glo-
bal South powers focused on global governance
and leadership. After his talks with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, India and Brazil agreed to try
and double trade to $30 billion by 2030, and
signed agreements on critical minerals, steel
mining, and digital cooperation to diversify
beyond China-led supply chains. Mr. Lula, along
with French President Emmanuel Macron, was
among about 20 leaders at India’s Al Impact Sum-
mit and was later accorded a state visit. The 80-
year-old Brazilian President’s presence was im-
portant, as he faces elections later this year,
which may make it difficult for him to attend In-
dia’s BRICS summit if it coincides with his cam-
paigning for a fourth term. It also came amidst
fresh turmoil over U.S.-imposed trade tariffs, af-
ter the American Supreme Court struck down
U.S. President Donald Trump’s rationale for the
reciprocal tariffs. India and Brazil were both the
highest taxed countries by the U.S. — 50% tariffs
each — and both faced further possible tariffs ov-
er BRICS ties, Iran trade, and Russian oil imports.
India and Brazil are also key members of the
BRICS grouping of developing nations, the India-
Brazil-South Africa (IBSA), G-4 with Germany and
South Africa on UNSC reform, and co-founders of
the biofuel alliance for alternative energy; each of
these has faced challenges from Mr. Trump’s pol-
icies on trade, territorial sovereignty, multilater-
alism and the UN, and fossil fuels. Amid such un-
certainty, Mr. Modi and Mr. Lula reaffirmed their
commitment to protecting the multilateral order.
Before leaving India, Mr. Lula, who is set to vi-
sit Washington next month, did not mince words
while speaking to journalists about the challeng-
es posed by the U.S. government. As a former
trade union leader, he said he believed that the
only way of tackling geopolitical uncertainty un-
leashed by the U.S. was for countries to “union-
ise”, rather than cutting deals individually with
Washington, which leave smaller nations at a dis-
advantage. The words are particularly important
for both Delhi and Brasilia, as both have negotiat-
ed with the Trump administration on tariffs, but
have not so far signed trade deals with the U.S.
The U.S. court ruling offers an opportunity to re-
set the terms of the agreements, and it is signifi-
cant that New Delhi has postponed a meeting of
trade negotiators this week to give the U.S. and
India time to assess the ruling. India and Brazil,
and their developing world partners, should
coordinate the next steps and stay engaged with
Washington. Mr. Lula’s warning is clear: it is easy
to break a single stick, but far more difficult to do
so if the sticks are bundled tightly together.

24F. Stick together

1Y e 38

e After his talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
India and Brazil agreed to try and double trade to $30
billion by 2030, and signed agreements on critical
minerals, steel mining, and digital cooperation to
diversify beyond China-led supply chains.

YT g WY ¥ ardf & a1g YRd 3R STefid 3 2030 T
YR Bl 30 3RT SIAR qP ST B W Ted §f 3R
Heayul Wi, 3euTd @ 3R fERed Tea w augia
ﬁmﬂ;ﬁiﬂq—ﬁwmmﬁﬂj’@m@ﬁ 3 fafaerar <mg
Sl I

e Mr. Lula, along with French President Emmanuel
Macron, was among about 20 leaders at India’s Al Impact
Summit and was later accorded a state visit.
ot T, IR T SHTEE Fepl & T1Y, YRd P QIS
UHTT RRER IWa= & T U 20 Aarsit & fda & sk a1
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¢ India and Brazil are also key members of the
BRICS grouping, IBSA, G-4 on UNSC reform, and co-
founders of the biofuel alliance, each facing challenges
from Trump’s policies on trade, territorial sovereignty,
multilateralism, the UN, and fossil fuels.
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e As aformer trade union leader, he said the only
way to tackle geopolitical uncertainty was for countries to
“unionise”, rather than cutting deals individually with
Washington, which leaves smaller nations at a
disadvantage.
Ud 28 A Ad1 & T4 H 39 Hgl [F YImorifas
SR & Mues &1 THHE i1 22 BT “Tdpele g ©,
7 T qTRITe & T S1elT- 3o THSId HAT, o Bie
S IHIA A /A

e The words are particularly important for both Delhi
and Brasilia, as both have negotiated with the Trump
administration on tariffs, but have not yet signed trade
deals with the U.S.
3 W15, feeet SR TRiiferaT <l & forg Aoyl 8, Fiifes a1
I U TR & 1Y Yo R Sl 31 8, dfh 3nfi 0o
SMTYHT P AIY UTYR JUFA R R el fhu §
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GENEVA
UN chief decries ‘rule of force’, says
human rights under attack globally

24F. UN chief decries ‘rule of force’, says human rights
under attack globally
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e UN chief decries ‘rule of force’, says human rights under
attack globally
G TP TG T T b AT B T B, et IS TR W
AHA USRI R g0l

e United Nations secretary-general Antonio Guterres warned on
Monday that “the rule of force” was spreading, as the powerful trample
on international law.

TG 1Y HeTd Tdif=ra) Yevd - AHaR Bl <idia & fob “ae T
T Bl T8T 8, HITch RIS AR SIS HTA B! FAT @ |
e “Human rights are under a full-scale attack around the world,” Mr. Guterres told the opening of the

UN Human Rights Council’s annual session in Geneva.

24F. ICC begins hearing into ex-Philippine President

et 3 gd fieitdie wgufa & faeme gears = ot

United Nations secretary-general Antonio Guterres warned on
Monday that “the rule of force” was spreading, as the powerful
trample on international law. “Human rights are under a full-scale
attack around the world,” Mr. Guterres told the opening of the UN
Human Rights Council’s annual session in Geneva. AFP

ICC begins e ICC begins hg:aring into ex-Philippine President

hearing into : Wﬁc L& I _

EX-Philippil‘le . Ro<_jr|90 Duterte pers,,,onally authon.sed mur_ders and hand-picked some of the

President victims of his “war on drugs L the Internat|ona_I_Cr_|m|naI Cc_nurt (I(_:C) heard on
Monday, as proceedings against the former Philippines President kicked off.

RCAE—— g 7Y gad = 3T 3T & fRraTE S & ded s &

THE HAGUE HfadTd =4 J ARl & 3R $5 TS oY W 1, T8 91d WHAR BT 3

Rodrigo Duterte personlly TR ~ATATEd (ICC) W YaTs & SR IHA 313, Td I RATTH HRidTg! &

authorised murders and
hand-picked some of the
victims of his “war on
drugs”, the International
Criminal Court (ICC) heard
on Monday, as proceedings
against the former Philip-
pines President kicked off.

ICC deputy prosecutor
Mame Mandiaye Niang
said the week-long “confir-
mation of charges” hear-
ings, where judges will de-
cide whether to open a full
trial against Mr. Duterte,
was “a reminder that those
in power are not above the
law™.

Mr. Niang said Mr. Du-
terte played a “pivotal”
role in the extrajudicial kill-
ings of suspected drug
dealers and users, first as
Mayor of Davao City then
as President. He “author-
ised murders and perso-
nally selected some of the
victims”, said Mr. Niang.

‘Maintains innocence’
Mr. Duterte’s defence la-
wyer Nicholas Kaufman hit
back, calling the charges
“grievously misplaced and
politically motivated.”

Mr. Duterte “stands be-
hind his legacy resolutely.
He maintains his inno-
cence absolutely,” said Mr.
Kaufman.

Mr. Duterte faces three
counts of crimes against
humanity.

L

Wounds from the past, fear of future
keep Ethiopias Tigrayans on edge

SETHE—

MEKELE

Gebreegziabher ~ Berehe
has stopped waiting for
tourists to arrive as many
worry about a return to
war. The 37-year-old tour
guide in Ethiopia’s north-
ern region of Tigray says
his bookings have dried
up, ATMs in the city of Me-
kele are empty, and he is
considering leaving a coun-
try where he can no longer
afford to live.

“If war arises again, I
think the situation will be
even more severe than be-
fore,” he says. “My col-
leagues and I are now fac-
ing serious economic and
moral crises, even before
hearing the sound of any
gun.”

There is a tense calm in
Mekele, the regional capi-
tal, but tensions have been
rising again between local
authorities and Ethiopia’s

Life between wars: Local farmers walk next to an abandoned tank

in Mekele of Tigray region in Ethiopia. AFP

government in Addis Aba-
ba, the federal capital.
Tigray has been bracing
for the possibility of re-
newed conflict after the
parties signed a peace deal
in November 2022, ending
fighting that killed thou-
sands of people as Ethio-
pian government troops,
backed by allied forces
from neighbouring Eritrea,
fought Tigrayan forces.

Now, Tigray’s rulers ac-
cuse Ethiopian federal
authorities of breaching
that agreement with drone
strikes. At the same time,
Ethiopia’s government ac-
cuses Eritrea of pivoting to
mobilise and fund armed
groups in Tigray, with
which it shares a border.

In the feared scenario,
Eritrea would team up
with the Tigray People’s

Liberation Front, the
group that governs Tigray,
in armed hostilities against
Ethiopian forces.

The conflict that ended
in 2022 was brutal, with
widespread allegations of
sexual violence and the
withholding of food as a
weapon of war. Many resi-
dents of Mekele are look-
ing for opportunities to es-
cape any new fighting
while they can, recalling
the communications black-
out and travel restrictions
that Ethiopia's government
imposed on the region dur-
ing the conflict. Some ob-
servers see a possible war
trigger in Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed’s forceful
stance on efforts to regain
Red Sea access for lan-
dlocked Ethiopia through
Eritrea, which was lost
when Eritrea gained inde-
pendence from Ethiopia in
1993 after decades of guer-
rilla warfare.
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Wounds from the past, fear of future keep Ethiopia’s Tigrayans on edge
3fcfid & ara 3R Hfasy &1 SR R & feurgaiRit & 994 Q@'@’Q%

The 37-year-old tour guide in Ethiopia’s northern region of Tigray says his bookings have
dried up, ATMs in the city of Mekele are empty, and he is considering leaving a country
where he can no longer afford to live.

SRR & IRt & feuma & 37 axffa R Mg S &1 Fe 8 [ S a! gfbT I B e B,
Aba TR H T Wil 8, 3R 98 I 2N $ Bls W TR B W T oIel a8 31d 8 &1 T
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“If war arises again, | think the situation will be even more severe than before,” he says.
“3R R W g T g2, o g2 a7l & b RS uea I off aifdrep ik gnft” a8 #ed o

“My colleagues and | are now facing serious economic and moral crises, even before hearing
the sound of any gun.”

%g%ﬁa@ﬁmmﬁ%mﬁﬁmmﬁﬂﬁmmmwmw
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There is a tense calm in Mekele, the regional capital, but tensions have been rising again
between local authorities and Ethiopia’s government in Addis Ababa, the federal capital.
&l st Ada & a-rayqul =hifa 8, AT g U iR Fefita Isrerit Sy srarar
Rd SR $t WHR & s d=1a b A 9 Wil

Tigray has been bracing for the possibility of renewed conflict after the parties signed a

peace deal in November 2022, ending fighting that killed thousands of people as Ethiopian

government troops, backed by allied forces from neighbouring Eritrea, fought Tigrayan

forces.

IR 2022 H ife TSN R XER F 918 U AT T o} 31=iehT & forw We &l JaR ax
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Now, Tigray’s rulers accuse Ethiopian federal authorities of breaching that agreement with
drone strikes.

319, fooma & v SRS e siftieRal R i gHel & IR 3 TH3Nd & Ieaa &
3RIY T IRE &

At the same time, Ethiopia’s government accuses Eritrea of pivoting to mobilise and fund
armed groups in Tigray, with which it shares a border.

S g, SREI o WeR SRt R feur & axRd gl & Wfed FR- 3R faquita
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Some observers see a possible war trigger in Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed'’s forceful stance
on efforts to regain Red Sea access for landlocked Ethiopia through Eritrea, which was lost
when Eritrea gained independence from Ethiopia in 1993 after decades of guerrilla warfare.
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‘Self-reliance key to India’s ambition
of becoming maritime superpower’

India has to create a maritime ecosystem to take leadership in the sector, says Union Minister for
" Ports, Shipping and Waterways; India will be among top five ship-building nations by 2047, he says

INTERVIEW - . sion, it was to promote can take leadership in this
green transport to achieve  sector. For this, the Prime
a blue economy. As follow-  Minister has indicated two
Sarbananda up action, we are develop-  paths: Maritime India Vi-
ing infrastructure, so that sion 2030 and Maritime

M in the near future, hydro-  Amrit Kaal Vision 2047.

Shankari Nivethitha. B

gen, ammonia, and all our
renewable energy can be

As part of this, by 2030,
we will be one of the top 10

THOOTHUKUDI = promoted. Our target is to  ship-building nations in
2 combat climate change. the world, and by 2047, we
ndia cannot keep de- 3 will be among the top five.
l pending on foreign Given the nation’s goal
shipping lines for to reach the top five The Sagarmala
trade and has to create a How does the Centre countries in the programme has been
maritime ecosystem to plantoscale green ship-building sector, witnessing a reduction
take leadership in the sec-  hydrogen and what are the specific in funds. Will that affect
tor, says Sarbananda Sono-  e-methanol hubs to execution milestonesup any ongoing projects in
wal, Union Minister for ensure Indialeadsas ahead? Tamil Nadu?
Ports, Shipping, and Wa- the primary bunker
terways. The Minister destination for global India cannot dependon fo-  No, we are committed to
spoke about India’s push  green shipping reign ships all the time. We ~ whatever projects we have
towards green shipping corridors by 2030? want to grow on our own, already accepted, we have

fuels, shipbuilding expan-
sion, and progress of the
Sagarmala projects. Edited
excerpts:

When Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi launched the
National Hydrogen Mis-

that is why, in the principle
of “Atmanirbhar Bharat”,
we want to create the eco-
system within India, so we

already approved and
committed. The project’s
work will definitely be
done within the timeline.

24F. ‘Self-reliance key to India’s ambition of becoming maritime superpower’
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The Minister spoke about India’s push towards green shipping fuels, shipbuilding
expansion, and progress of the Sagarmala projects.

= 3 W= Rt $e=, sters fRmfor
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Edited excerpts:

REUCRRCRE

How does the Centre plan to scale green hydrogen and e-methanol hubs to ensure India

F fIwR, 3R AFRETAT RS &) Uifd IR HRd

leads as the primary bunker destination for global green shipping corridors by 2030?

FHe W BTSS I 3R $-AYTA 89 P B IR S P1 AISHT 91 X818 dlfdh 2030 I HRd

Ay 9 TR IR o R e §h% Tieied B & & Fed Y Wb

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the National Hydrogen Mission, it was to

promote green transport to achieve a blue economy.
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e As follow-up action, we are developing infrastructure, so that in the near future, hydrogen,
ammonia, and all our renewable energy can be promoted.

3ad! PRAS & T4 H, g9 g
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e Our target is to combat climate change.

BRI T&d AR

gRad | @1 §

& &1 faerg e IR § dife e yiaw & grggiem,

e Given the nation’s goal to reach the top five countries in the ship-building sector, what are
the specific execution milestones up ahead?

SreTol formtor & & =i uia &= & ugen & P A& 1 G@d gU, o & IRy srafaas

Hid P TR /182

e For this, the Prime Minister has indicated two paths: Maritime India Vision 2030 and

Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047.

4% forg g A €1 At a8 Afversw $fear faw 2030 ik Afversw erya ora faw=

2047

e As part of this, by 2030, we will be one of the top 10 ship-building nations in the world, and
by 2047, we will be among the top five.

W%B;[ 2030 A% gH g~ & =Mt 10 wrgrer fAmtor 3= & g1, ok 2047 @ =M ura &

e The Sagarmala programme has been witnessing a reduction in funds.

AIRATT
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o  Will that affect any ongoing projects in Tamil Nadu?
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India’s energy shift through the green ammonia route
vos

t the inaugural session of the India Energy

Week (IEW), in January 2026, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi positioned India’s
ambitions at the centrestage of the global energy
discourse, highlighting investment opportunities
worth $500 billion across the sector. As India
raises its ambition from energy security to energy
independence, the affordability of clean energy
such as green hydrogen and its derivatives is
critical to the long-term competitiveness of India’s
energy transition. But from fertilizers to clean
energy and marine fuel, there are now green
ammonia applications which are wide-ranging.
Green ammonia — produced by combining
nitrogen with green hydrogen - is currently
leading in the adoption of green hydrogen, with
its strategic adoption advanced across regions
such as the European Union (EU), India and
South Korea.

Aggregated procurement mechanisms are
starting to lay the foundation for a global green
ammonia market. Some noteworthy examples
include H2Global’s tender of green ammonia
under the EU’s hydrogen import strategy, South
Korea’s Clean Hydrogen Portfolio Standard
(CHPS) tender for clean ammonia procurement
as a bulk fuel, and the recent tender concluded
by the Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI)
under the Strategic Interventions for Green
Hydrogen Transition (SIGHT) programme of
India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission.

Green ammonia auction

Compared to these global procurement practices,
India’s green ammonia auction under SECI
demonstrates broader market participation,
attracting 15 bidders and resulting in seven
unique successful awardees. Under the SIGHT
programme, SECI floated a tender in June 2024
for an aggregated demand of up to 724,000
tonnes of green ammonia annually across 13
fertilizer plants in India. These tenders concluded
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The country’s
green ammonia
auction model
has the
potential to
redefine global
standards for
clean energy
adoption

in August 2025, and offered a 10-year, fixed-price
offtake agreements to successful bidders. This
clarity in price and offtake provided producers
with the market certainty required for
investment. The auctions established a significant
breakthrough in cost-competitive green ammonia
procurement, setting new global benchmarks,
almost 40%-50% less than the prices from the
H2Global auction

The tender process faced multiple extensions
and revisions, primarily to resolve concerns
around risk allocation, payment security, and
clarity on offtake and pricing conditions, raised
by both project developers and offtakers. These
refinements successfully addressed concerns,
leading to a balanced win-win framework for all
stakeholders.

In this auction, seven bidders secured a total of
13 delivery contracts for green ammonia. Notably,
one company won six contracts for 3,70,000
tonnes/year. These contracts include production
subsidies of ¥8.82 a kilogramme, ¥7.06 a kg, and
5.3 a kg for the first three years and a 10-year
fixed price supply agreement to existing fertilizer
manufacturers in India.

The discovered prices of green ammonia
across these tenders range from ¥49.75 and
¥64.74/kg ($572 and $744 a tonne). In India, the
grey ammonia price is as high as $515 a tonne.
When factoring in the newly discovered price of
green ammonia, supported by longer-term
contracts, the cost gap has significantly
narrowed.

On delivery and transportation

Notably, a standout feature of SECI's tender is the
pre-identification of delivery points, as most
fertilizer plants where the green ammonia is to be
delivered are located near coastal areas, enabling
the transportation of green ammonia through
shipping as well. The contracted volumes of
green ammonia contribute to approximately 30%

of the total ammonia being imported, offering
price predictability and greater insulation from
global gas market volatility, currency risks and
geopolitical pressures. In locations where grey
ammonia costs are higher, green ammonia
procurement increases its appeal for scale-up.

Propelling the momentum

India’s approach is increasingly shaping the clean
ammonia landscape worldwide, owing to its
combination of low renewable energy costs,
large-scale logistics, robust contract design and
targeted incentives. As more countries seek
reliable clean ammonia imports to decarbonise
industry, power and transport, India’s successful
auction model is well placed to shape emerging
global market structures and accelerate adoption
at scale.

However, sustaining the momentum created
by India’s green ammonia auctions will require
coordinated and sustained action from
policymakers, project developers and financiers.
Developers must focus on strong technical and
financial due diligence, integrate hybrid
renewable systems with storage, and adopt
transparent monitoring frameworks to ensure
long-term operational viability. Policymakers, in
turn, need to provide stable and harmonised
regulations on grid access, banking and
incentives, while strengthening safety standards
and aligning certification frameworks with
evolving global norms.

Long-tenor, blended finance facilities, backed
by extended offtake agreements and dedicated
risk-mitigation instruments, can further enhance
project bankability and crowd in private capital.
Together, these measures can reinforce investor
confidence, accelerate scale-up, and firmly
position India not just as a participant but also as
a global leader in clean ammonia markets.

The views expressed are personal
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India Energy Week and Green Ammonia
quri%?ﬂﬁaﬁwﬁqa@ﬁm

e At the inaugural session of the India Energy Week (IEW), in January 2026, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi highlighted investment opportunities worth $500 billion across the energy
sector.

SaRt 2026 H §f$ar TSl de & Igured W | NuUHEAT AE Hid A Sull &9 | 500 3RE
TR & M Sa¥R] &1 ¥@ifhd faa

e As India moves from energy security to energy independence, the affordability of clean

energy such as green hydrogen and its derivatives is critical for long-term competmveness.
SR R el GRET A Tl STATTHRAT B 3R §¢ 3617, T eTeg o ol Wes el
o1 frwradt Suasiar ddaifs ufawy & oy deaguf 8|

e From fertilizers to clean energy and marine fuel, green ammonia applications are now
wide-ranging.

IAD, TS Sl 3R TGS S I W Srif~ar & IuahT 3@ AU g1 g ¢ |

e Green ammonia, produced by combining nitrogen with green hydrogen, is leading the
adoption of green hydrogen globally.

W s, S ATgee iR A gTs S & YAIoH ¥ §d1 8, dfid TR W W4 grsso
AT H SR B

e Its strategic adoption is advancing in regions such as the European Union, India and South
Korea.

YT YUMHIfaS IUANT TR, HRd 3R gféror Hifvar S &F o 5g w13

e Global Procurement and Market Formation
e Tlte ok s famfor

e Aggregated procurement mechanisms are laying the foundation for a global green
ammonia market.

e e o7 U S M+ s aoR &t g R T

e Examples include H2Global’s tender under the EU hydrogen import strategy, South Korea’s
Clean Hydrogen Portfolio Standard (CHPS) for bulk ammonia fuel, and SECI tender under
the SIGHT programme of India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission.
Wﬁﬁqﬁﬂuma&a@mmwﬁﬁsm H2Global fAfaer, gfémr sifvar

FAH BT SIo UICWIA A, 3R YR & WP W FTEgIo M= & SIGHT

Wé? 3icia secl ffaer =i g1

Green ammonia auction

W srferar et

e Compared to global practices, India’s SECI green ammonia auction saw broader
participation with 15 bidders and 7 successful awardees.

I TuT3H B gort H YR Bt SECI I ST et 7 15 diefterar iR 7 awa fasar
e g, R aamues yrieR i3

e Under the SIGHT programme, SECI issued a tender in June 2024 for up to 724,000 tonnes
annually across 13 fertilizer plants.

SIGHT ®TIHH & 3faFd 9 2024 T SECI 7 13 Id¥P "I & fog Uiy 7,24,000 e W4
A1 Bt Hifdar SRt 1|
e The discovered prices of green ammonia range from ¥49.75 to ¥64.74/kg ($572 to $744 per

tonne).
W A &t @il 718 1A 249.75 | 264.74/fFUT (572 A 744 TR ufa a1) & = B
¢ InIndia, grey ammonia price is as high as $515 per tonne.
YRA | 3 31 3 S 515 STeR Ui &1 0% 5|
o With the newly discovered green ammonia price supported by long-term contracts, the cost
gap has significantly narrowed.

rfeifere srgael & Taffa =2 Wi smfaar Hia & TrY ARTd 3iaR BTW! & H g1 T 3|
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India’s approach is shaping the global clean ammonia landscape due to low renewable
energy costs, large-scale logistics, robust contract design and targeted incentives.

YRA $T DB NS Ted SMfaT UReE=d &1 HR ¢ 6T 8, T HH THH0NY Heit
ANTd, 93 TN Ft AifoTResy, Uoiqgg ey |- 3R Aféa Meare- ¢ |

As countries seek clean ammonia imports to decarbonise industry, power and transport,
India’s auction model can shape global market structures and accelerate adoption.

S-S 221 I, Frell SR ufvag & Sprai-rgsl o3 & 7T W= A= 3mard 9m8d &,
YR BT AT Aisd AP TSR EGAT B DR < Jhdl § 3R AT B 7T 9¢1 bl g

However, sustaining momentum requires coordinated action from policymakers,

developers and financiers.

BTalier, 9 I & ST IWH & fore =Hifa-fmtarei, Saaust oix fasrerarsi @ waf<aa
AP g |

Developers must ensure technical and financial due diligence, integrate hybrid renewable

systems with storage, and adopt transparent monitoring frameworks.

UReRIT R gfar s AfeT|

Policymakers need stable regulations on grid access, banking and incentives, strengthen
safety standards, and align certification frameworks with global norms.

Hfe-Fwiared o1 Bre uga, T ok vieare=l W fRR fraw, [Rem 9e dergy 331, 8k
WHTUTIRRUT gt AfYe UFel & SR ST g |

Long-tenor blended finance, backed by extended offtake agreements and risk-
mitigation tools, can improve project bankability and attract private capital.

HNdefere fafda faa, ddt safi & sifres Jugial iR sHAA-fAzor are=y & Ty,
TS fa=iT &rar 9¢1 Iodt @ ofik forei fawr smeftfa @1 I g1

These measures can strengthen investor confidence, accelerate scale-up, and position
India as a global leader in clean ammonia markets.

3 Fed A Iy &1 Ioigd B, fIaR &1 a9 B3 3R YR &1 Wa=s =T areiR &
Y a1 & =9 H AT B
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The explosive rise and inherent risks
of prediction markets

Polymarket and Kalshi, two popular prediction market platforms, allow users to bet on anything from Bitcoin prices to bombings, raising a host of

legal and ethical red flags. Such prediction markets are also sparking interest in India

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:

n a booming section of the
’— Internet, gamblers do not restrict

their bets to sports teams and

horses. They also bet on the
possibility of Israel launching strikes
against Gaza, the U.S. election results, the
possible return of Jesus Christ, and the
number of tweets Elon Musk might post
on a given day. These bets are placed on
prediction market platforms like Kalshi
and Polymarket, where speculators bet on
the outcomes of real world events
including wars, the Oscars, ongoing court
cases, gold prices, government
proceedings, and even the local weather.

How do prediction markets work?

A prediction market is a platform where
users buy units of a ‘probable event’ to
make a profit when that event happens
(or not). Generally, users can fund their
trading accounts through crypto,
credit/debit cards, or bank transfers. A
platform fee may or may not be charged.
Once set up, users can browse topics such
as science, sports, culture, finance, etc. to
find an event they want to bet on. Kalshi
and Polymarket both claim to be the
largest prediction market platforms. For
transactions, Polymarket uses the USDC
stablecoin — a non-official cryptocurrency
pegged to the value of the U.S. dollar - via
the Polygon network.

Take a real question from Polymarket,
as of February 4: “Will anyone be jailed
over Epstein disclosures?” Here, the
answer ‘Yes’ was worth 19 cents at the
time, while ‘No’ was worth 82 cents.
Clearly, users were betting on the latter
outcome. Users choose to buy ‘Yes’ or
‘No’ “shares,” and these values may
continue to change based on new
developments. A Polymarket calculator
showed that buying $100 worth of ‘Yes’
shares meant the user would get $499.43
in case anyone was jailed due to the
Epstein disclosures. If they bought $100
worth of “No’ shares, they would get
$121.95 in case the situation panned out as
they predicted. Remember the “unit”
prices can change drastically at any time.
Users can also choose to sell their
“shares” before the stipulated deadline, in
case they want to cash in their profits or
cut their losses.

Prediction markets are surging in
popularity because of their design, ease,
and social media virality. Kalshi and
Polymarket give speculators the
confidence to bet on real-world events
they are familiar with, instead of forcing
them to research unfamiliar asset classes
or learn about technical investment
options and indicators. Zooming out,
prediction markets claim that such
economies are focused on crowdsourced
truth or crowd wisdom, and that there is
less chance of bias and deception, since a
large number of people bet on outcomes

they truly believe will happen.

Regarding the controversial West
Asia-related prediction markets that allow
bets on future air strikes, Polymarket’s
website stated: “After discussing with
those directly affected by the attacks, who
had dozens of questions, we realized that
prediction markets could give them the
answers they needed in ways TV news
and X could not”.

Kalshi tells its users that they “have the
ability to make the same smart trades and
strategic investments that were once the
exclusive domain of the financial elite”.

Why are they being criticised?
Those opposing prediction market
platforms list risks including the
promotion of irresponsible gambling,
people being encouraged to bet on
violence, the rapid spread of false news,
and the potential for insider trading due
to powerful individuals becoming
involved in sensitive markets where
privileged information results in profits.
In January 2025, Kalshi announced that
Donald Trump Jr. had joined as a strategic
advisor. Mr. Trump Jr. claimed on X that
people close to him used Kalshi during
the election night to know that Mr. Trump
had won “hours ahead of the fake news
media”. In August, media outlets reported
that the Trump Jr.-linked venture capital
firm 1789 Capital invested in Polymarket,
and that he had joined its advisory board.
Both Kalshi and Polymarket are also

active on social media platforms like Elon
Musk-owned X and Meta-owned
Instagram, where they post clickbait-style
news snippets to their huge followings
and depict their users’ bets as though
they are fact-based statistics.

Moreover, both Polymarket and Kalshi
have published fake news in the past. In
fact, Amazon’s Jeff Bezos once disputed
Polymarket’s claim that he asked Gen Z
entrepreneurs to get “real world jobs” at
McDonalds or Palantir before starting a
business. Meanwhile, the Axios outlet
reported that Kalshi falsely posted about
U.S. and Denmark discussions, leading to
an official clarification from Denmark.

Are prediction markets regulated?
This is a grey area. Prediction markets are
regulated in some jurisdictions while
banned in others. Kalshi reported it was
regulated by the U.S. Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (CFTC), but it faces
restrictions and legal challenges in
multiple U.S. states. Meanwhile, 33
countries are completely restricted from
accessing Polymarket, including the U.S.,
Germany, the U.K., and Singapore.

Prediction markets are also sparking
interest in India. In recent months,
multiple Reddit users have created
threads to ask whether betting via
platforms such as Polymarket is legal in
India. Other Redditors explored ways to
make money off prediction markets
without attracting legal scrutiny.

24F The explosive rise and inherent risks of prediction markets

4 @1 favpies gfS sk siafifea

e Polymarket and Kalshi, two popular prediction market
platforms, allow users to bet on anything from Bitcoin prices to
bombings, raising a host of legal and ethical red flags. v

Polymarket 3R Kalshi, & @ UfSaRH ATdbe Wewid,
IUARTEHArSt ®I Bitcoin @I SH€! J AHR a9 fawwpiel aa

lITCE|

1t fie R g A B ergufa 3§, R w8 B ok Afew

ferame S gt 81

e Such prediction markets are also sparking interest in India

1 M arhea yRA F N s daT e R &

e |n abooming section of the Internet, gamblers do not restrict

their bets to sports teams and horses.

Zee & T doil ¥ 75d R # ) 3o gid had @a Sl 3R Gist oo Wt 78t w@a |
e They also bet on the possibility of Israel launching strikes against Gaza, the U.S. election

results, the possible return of Jesus Christ, and the number of tweets Elon Musk might post

on a given day.

@\ polymarket

3 frendnd

J SORTSE GIRT IS W §HA Dt GHTGHT, AfRat gara ufvony, @iy o=t &t "@urfaa
o, ﬁiwmwwmﬁmwiﬂEaﬂmwmmm%

e These bets are placed on prediction market platforms like Kalshi and Polymarket, where
speculators bet on the outcomes of real world events including wars, the Oscars, ongoing
court cases, gold prices, government proceedings, and even the local weather.
fr?{la’ Kalshi iR Polymarketaﬁ
IR, T g JAGIadt A, Tt BiAd, wmmaﬁvwwﬁ;wﬁmﬁw
S At TeTsi & IR R & @ § |
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Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 2



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

How do prediction markets work?

&I HTH B 82

e A prediction market is a platform where users buy units of a ‘probable event’ to make a
profit when that event happens (or not).
e U U1 H4 § SeT S e IR TeAr 3 3ot @ty & e
g g AT B TR Y HHT I |
e Generally, users can fund their trading accounts through crypto, credit/debit cards, or bank
transfers.

3T AR TR IUAITaar 39 & wral & forpt, pfee3fae w18 a1 & giaws & mem ¥ o=
ST R Ghd § |

e A platform fee may or may not be charged.
WewH Yoo forar ot ST g § ar et ot

e Once set up, users can browse topics such as science, sports, culture, finance to find an
event to bet on.
ggﬁa?aﬁwqﬁnﬁﬁﬁﬁ Qd, Ipfa, fam o fawdl § gia v & forg geAmd @it

I
e Kalshi and Polymarket both claim to be the largest prediction market platforms.

Kalshi 8fR Polymarket G T &) a9 T8 MR HThe WeHiH adid & |

e [For transactions, Polymarket uses the USDC stablecoin, a non-official cryptocurrency
pegged to the U.S. dollar, via the Polygon network.

e & forE Polymarket USDC@EWWWW% S et STeR ¥ I8! T
R-MMABTNG fHPIH 8 3R T8 Polygon Acad & H1eqH § Haferd gkl g1
e Take areal question from Polymarket, as of February 4: “Will anyone be jailed over Epstein
disclosures?”
4 WRE} d® Polymarket TR U IR U UT: “F1 TUXEH Jard! IR o<l I S gri?”
e Here, ‘Yes’ was worth 19 cents, while ‘No’ was worth 82 cents.
Tg1 BT ®I I 19 Ae 0 wafdh A&t o Hiud 82 Je AR
e Users choose to buy ‘Yes’ or ‘N0’ shares, and these values may change based on
developments
SUTNTR! gF a1 TET & YuR Wiled 8 IR A Yoo IR & SIIR 95 ¥hd B
e Buying $100 worth of ‘Yes’ shares meant getting $499.43 if someone was jailed.
BI' & 100 SIAR & WR Tle | bl & o o &t RRUfd T 499.43 ST |
e Buying $100 worth of ‘No’ shares meant getting $121.95 if no one was jailed.
Tt & 100 STAR & WR TRIG W B & d 7 I B Ry T 121.95 STeR |
e The “unit” prices can change drastically at any time.
FHIY” B HIAd Bt ot Tolt & S ol B
e Users can also sell their shares before the deadline to book profits or cut losses.
SUARTEHdT Sifad fafY & e Su- AR FAHR ATH HHT Ihd § T JHAM 6 I Idbd g |
e Prediction markets are surging in popularity due to their design, ease and social media
virality.

?ﬁ@,mﬁ@wﬂ%mwﬁﬁ%wmnﬁwﬁﬁwa@
|

e These platforms allow speculators to bet on real-world events they are familiar with instead
of complex investment tools.
I WeHIY Te Sl &I 31 IRAfAD geT3il W gid A &1 R ¢d ¢ forel 4 aRfd &,
ol Sifee ot areH & |

e Prediction markets claim they rely on crowdsourced truth or crowd wisdom, reducing bias
and deception as many people bet on outcomes they truly believe in.

5 3 s smenfya v ar argfe® gigwar w snuifd 8 o

U&7 @?ﬁ@ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁ%aﬂﬁaaﬁmﬁﬁﬁmuﬁmﬁwmm%ﬁﬂm
d aRad ¥ fay s B

e Regarding controversial West Asia-related prediction markets that allow bets on future air
strikes, Polymarket stated that after discussions with those directly affected, they believed
prediction markets could provide answers better than TV news and X.
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o Kalshi tells users they can make the same smart trades and strategic investments once
limited to the financial elite.

Kalshi 309 SUANTEHTe ¥ Hedl 8 i 3 a8t W1 &8 3R Iurifae fHawr o= 9o § o Ugd
Had faxira siftema ol 9@ it 9

Why are they belng criticised?

i 81 W e?

e Critics cite risks such as irresponsible gambling, betting on violence, spread of false
news, and insider trading due to access to privileged information.

ST B SR SHAH! 3 AR-RrdaR i1, fam W g, S TRI FT 7R R fay
SIS & TYR TR 31 ATYR MHA |

e In January 2025, Kalshi announced that Donald Trump Jr. joined as a strategic advisor.

SRt 2025 H Kalshi 7 990N &1 fds SHHTeS ¢8I Ff-RIR YUMITI® GATEPR & ¥4 | 2MiHd
gul

e Mr. Trump Jr. claimed on X that people close to him used Kalshi on election night to know Mr.
Trump had won “hours ahead of the fake news media”.

TH SR A X UR GraT faa fob ITab dtalt @Ml = 19 I0d Kalshi ST IUANT 6 g i feran
T % o oiid 9% &, “wolf aurar M ¥ 9 uga

e In August, reports said the Trump Jr.-linked 1789 Capital invested in Polymarket and he
joined its advisory board.

3Ra § el & SUR T SR ¥ St 1789 Capital 7 Polymarket T f4a fasar 3iR @
TOP JAGHR dts H 2fHd gul

e Both platforms are active on Elon Musk-owned X and Meta-owned Instagram, posting
clickbait-style news and presenting bets as fact-based statistics.

G WeWwIH Ta P & I ard X GﬁTMetaaiﬁTﬁlc_q'a'_lﬁ Instagram TR 9fehd &, S8l
3 feaeae et B Wa¥ TR Rd § 3R <ia B! aug MUt Ses) 31 ave URdd PR o
e Both Polymarket and Kalshi have published fake news in the past.

Polymarket 3fi¥ Kalshi G 2 Ugd Well @a¥ USRI &1 §

o Jeff Bezos once disputed Polymarket’s claim that he advised Gen Z entrepreneurs to get
“real world jobs” at McDonalds or Palantir.

S S F Polymarket & 39 &Id &1 T [T forad &1 T o1 f& 3= Gen z Saferay
&I McDonalds AT Palantir & “drdfde TRl B Pt T8 &l

e Axios reported that Kalshi falsely posted about U.S.-Denmark discussions, leading to an
official clarification from Denmark.

Axios 7 Rl f&ar fos Kalshi 7 SAN®I-S9HTS aral W Teid Uike far, S a1 S90S 31

3NABIRSG TWFIHI0T <1 TST|
Are prediction markets regula}ted?
Gl aTde fafrafia 82

e Thisis a grey area, regulated in some places and banned in others.
Ig U YUdT 87 §; $9 WF R fafafia ¢k s & ufasfial

e Kalshi says it is regulated by the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC)
but faces restrictions in several U.S. states.
Kalshi &1 &g & for g AR saifedt wasd 2fE smarT (crre) gt fafafia B, dfe
s AR Tl & ufdal BT o T 8|

e 33 countries including the U.S., Germany, U.K., and Singapore are restricted from
accessmg Polymarket

33 31 e rAfeT, SR, e ik RiTgR =nfia 8, Polymarket 9% Uga @ Ufaaifid €1

e Prediction markets are also drawing attention in India.

VeI HIhe HRA H 1t & 3ehid HR @ &
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o Reddit users have asked whether betting on platforms like Polymarket is legal in India, while
others explored ways to earn without attracting Iegal scrutlny

Reddit STANTGH AT 3 TST 8 f Polymarket 91 Wewid UR gaTsil HIRd & ST € aT
T8, Saf 3 A BT Wi | F9d §U AT HHM & a6 aaR € |

‘What happens to India’s Russian oil
imports, $500-bn U.S. import goal?

NEWS ANALYSIS

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

The Indian trade delega-
tion’s last-minute post-
ponement of trip to Wash-
ington to finalise an
Interim Agreement with
the U.S., and the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s order on ta-
riffs both have implications
for India’s imports from
Russia as well as the U.S.

The Indian delegation
was to be in the U.S. on Fe-
bruary 23-25 to finalise the
Interim Agreement, which
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal said could be imple-
mented between mid-
March and early April. Ho-
wever, sources in the Com-
merce Ministry on
February 22 said that the
meeting will be resche-
duled “at a mutually con-
venient date”.

“The two sides are of
the view that the proposed
visit of the Indian chief ne-
gotiator and the team be
scheduled after each side
has had the time to eval-
uate the latest develop-
ments and its implica-
tions,” the official said.

Mr. Goyal had earlier
said India would be able to
remove or lower tariffs for
American imports only af-
ter a deal is signed. The
U.S., on the other hand,
could so far modify tariffs
through executive orders.

No Russian oil threats
Trade and legal experts,
said U.S. SC order meant
President Trump no longer
had any law enabling him
to levy tariffs on India if it
continues buying Russian
oil in large quantities.
Without the tariff
threat, India can once
again reduce its purchase
of the relatively expensive

A

Pressure tactics: The value of India’s Russian oil imports fell to a
38-month low in December 2025. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

American oil and sour Ve-
nezuelan oil.

“With reciprocal tariffs
gone, the U.S. now does
not have any law under
which it can penalise India
for buying Russian oil,”
Ajay Srivastava, founder of
the Global Trade Research
Initiative and former Direc-
tor General of Foreign
Trade said. “Even if we
were to continue our oil
imports from the U.S.,
which have nearly doubled
in the last few months, we
should refrain from buying
oil from Venezuela.”

It is important to note
Mr. Trump had, on Febru-
ary 6 itself, removed the ta-
riffs linked to India’s im-
port of Russian oil. As per
Ramesh K. Vaidyanathan,
managing partner at law
firm BTG Advaya, tariffs
could theoretically return,
but they would need the
backing of U.S. Congress.

Multiple mechanisms

“There are multiple legal
mechanisms under which
he can do this, but I think
what is coming to the fore
is that he cannot do these
through executive orders
and will have to do it under
legislative backing for the
purpose for which they are
designed.” In other words,
if Mr. Trump can convince
the U.S. Congress that ta-

riffs linked to Russian oil
imports are necessary,
then they could return.

An analysis by The Hin-
du found the value of In-
dia’s crude oil imports
from Russia fell to a 38-
month low in December
2025 with Russia’s share
falling to less than a quar-
ter from 34% a month ago.
However, oil imports from
the U.S. rose almost 31% ov-
er December 2024.

The analysis showed In-
dia imported oil from the
U.S. at an average price of
$506.7 per tonne in De-
cember 2025 or almost 8%
higher than the average
price of Russian oil import-
ed that month.

Uncertainty over deal
“India should follow a wait-
and-watch approach and
should see how other
countries that have signed
deals with the U.S. are
reacting,” said Pankaj
Chadha, chairman of ex-
porter body EEPC India.
Mr. Srivastava says the
decision to postpone the
Indian team’s visit to Wash-
ington could simply be an
“administrative delay”.
“There is a possibility
that this delay in the Indian
team’s visit to the U.S.
could have been at the re-
quest of the U.S. since their
officials would be under
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fire trying to figure out the
way forward.”

Impact on imports

A delayed Interim Agree-
ment will also push back
the date from which India
will have to reduce tariffs
for imports from the U.S.
This can have a dual effect.

On the one hand, local
manufacturers can breathe
a bit easier since they will
not have to compete with
duty-free U.S. imports.

On the other several
items India imports will
continue to face import ta-
riffs, thereby making them
more expensive than they
would have been had the
deal gone through.

Mr. Goyal had previous-
ly told The Hindu there
were several items such as
oil, LPG, LNG, aircraft and
parts, parts for data
centres and quantum com-
puting that India needs but
does not manufacture, and
so would need to import.

India’s imports of elec-
tronic parts grew 117%
year-on-year to about $2.1
billion in April-December
2025. Similarly, the import
of telecom instruments
rose 25% and organic
chemicals by almost 34%.

A joint statement said
India intends to import
$500 billion worth of ener-
gy products, aircraft and
aircraft parts, precious me-
tals, technology products,
and coking coal from the
U.S. over the next 5 years.

The European Union
(EU) also said the U.S. must
provide more clarity be-
fore EU Parliament can rat-
ify the U.S.-EU deal.

Meanwhile, Japanese of-
ficials said they won’t im-
mediately be revisiting the
deal adding, the crux of Ja-
pan’s deal with U.S. was on
lowering auto-related ta-
riffs, which stay unaffected
by the U.S. SC decision.

Road, Gorakhpur
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24F. What happens to India’s Russian 3i| imports, $500-bn U.S. import goal?
YRA & = 99 AT 3R 500 3RT SIeR & AN AT AT T FT g2

¢ The Indian trade delegation’s last-minute postponement of trip to Washington to finalise an
Interim Agreement with the U.S., and the U.S. Supreme Court’s order on tariffs both
have implications for India’s imports from Russia as well as the U.S.
SART & T AR THeHd B Sifcl ¥ ¢ & o afikivTe M ard YR IR
gfaffiriea o sifaw T & g/ T 3R smfkat Tofid &1¢ & SR Teeft e, gt &1
HYRA & = 3R ARDT Y AT TR 3R TS|

e The Indian delegation was to be in the U.S. on February 23-25 to finalise the Interim
Agreement, which Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said could be implemented between
mid-March and early April.

YR TS 1 23-25 TRaR ®I SARGT H g SdRT THgid & Sifad T &1 T,
fordr arforsa Tt Fq e = FeT o1 fos IR & T § oilid & YT & s A foar o
THAT ¢ |

e However, sources in the Commerce Ministry on February 22 said that the meeting will be
rescheduled “at a mutually convenient date”.

BT, 22 THRaS! B! afored HATTd & Gl - Hal {6 5% Bl “q uell o1 gfaen ot fafr =
gAeiRa farar S|

e “The two sides are of the view that the proposed visit of the Indian chief negotiator and the
team be scheduled after each side has had the time to evaluate the latest developments and
its implications,” the official said.

TSR A FHgT, ‘G U&ll &1 A1 § [ YR &7 adfeR 3R 1 &t URaTiad a6 a9 ad
@ O S I Uef BIern gy SR YD THTA! & Hedidh R o I”

e Mr. Goyal had earlier said India would be able to remove or lower tariffs for American imports
only after a deal is signed.

ot T = Ugd FeT U1 fob YR SRS ST W Yeob T ST A1 YT S Tl 81
ST
e The U.S., on the other hand, could so far modify tariffs through executive orders.

SO O, AR 3d 0% HRAGRY MR & AT J SR T I5AId B TdhdT |

e Mr. Goyal had previously told The Hindu there were several items such as oil, LPG, LNG,
aircraft and parts, parts for data centres and quantum computing that India needs but does
not manufacture, and so would need to import.
st e 3 Ugal § fég & ot U1 b A, Tadef), Taesh, famr iR 3 g9, a1 dex 3R
HicH HHET & TR oIl 3 axgU §, ! YURA BT Sed § A1 ag 3T (AT gl
Fel, THTCT AT o1 Sl 3

e India’s imports of electronic parts grew 117% year-on-year to about $2.1 billion in April-
December 2025.

3MT-ATER 2025 F SR HRA & SAG e Yolt BT AT TS-ER-TTel 117% TG TTHIT
2.1 3R¥ SleR 81 T

e Similarly, the import of telecom instruments rose 25% and organic chemicals by almost 34%.
23 TRE, RIUIR IUSRUN BT T 25% 3R SHfadh TR BT AT 34% T

e A joint statement said India intends to import $500 billion worth of energy products, aircraft
and aircraft parts, precious metals, technology products, and coking coal from the U.S. over
the next 5 years.
T Tgad S99 § H51 T o YR SFTal Ui auil & SAReT d 500 3R SieRk i & Holl
I, fAuF SR 3% Tof, HIAdT YTy, dohmitc! IcTe 3R BT BT AT BT T8 g

e The European Union (EU) also said the U.S. must provide more clarity before the EU
Parliament can ratify the U.S.-EU deal.
W&:{}H@gﬁ%ﬁ 1 FgT b 39 Te gRT SMRT-3g IHea &t g T Ugd SR &l 3R
Yyl |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 6



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Focus on core business, stop mis-selling
insurance products, FM tells banks

I!Iaten!u Iu!l !!!a

MUMBAI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday
asked commercial banks to
focus on their core busi-
ness of lending and deposit
mobilisation and stop mis-
selling of insurance pro-
ducts, which had reached
alarming proportions.

Answering a question at
a press conference held af-
ter the customary post
Budget meeting with the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
board of directors in New
Delhi, the FM asked banks
to return to traditional
banking functions rather
than mis-selling insurance
and non-core products.
She said that had inconve-
nienced bank customers to
a large extent.

She wondered why a
person mortgaging her/his

Finance Minister Nirmala Sltharaman with RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra at a press conference after RBI central board meeting. ANI

land to avail a bank loan be
forced to take an insurance
policy by the bank.
Lauding the RBI for in-
itiating steps to issue direc-
tions to banks on mis-sell-
ing, she said earlier neither
the RBI nor the IRDAI were
able to look into the ‘grey
area’. “I am glad that the
RBI is coming up with gui-
deline that why mis-selling
is not going to be enter-
tained. The message

should go to the banks that
they can not afford to mis-
sell.” In a clarification, the
Finance Ministry said,
“The FM had said she does
not clearly know if mis-sell-
ing is an offence under
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS). And banks should
focus on their core busi-
ness.” “She did not cate-
gorically state that mis-sell-
ing is an offence.” the
Ministry clarified. The

621st meeting of the Cen-
tral Board of Directors of
the Reserve Bank of India
was held today at New Del-
hi under the Chairmanship
of Governor Sanjay Malho-
tra. “The Board assessed
the global and domestic
economic landscape, fac-
toring in the challenges
arising from geopolitical
developments and finan-
cial market volatility,” the
RBI said in a statement.
“Union Minister of Fi-
nance articulated the stra-
tegic vision of the Union
Budget 2026-27, which was
inspired by the three Karta-
vyas, and delineated ex-
pectations from the finan-
cial sector toward
achieving its goal of Viksit
Bharat. The Directors ex-
pressed their appreciation
for the Budget and shared
their perspectives,” the RBI
statement added.

24F. Focus on core
business, stop mis-
selling insurance
products, FM tells
banks

H@T a9Tg W AT

¢, Jiur ISt B Tad
fawt dg &9 g vt =
d&f A FaT

e Focus on core
business, stop mis-selling
insurance products, FM
tells banks
TR FaUT R & <, S
IdTG! Bl TTerd foiht &g By,
fort Tt 3 9t § T

e Commercial banks
to focus on their core
business of lending and
deposit mobilisation and stop

mis-selling of insurance products, which had reached alarming proportions.

fa =it frefem Hraren A QiHaRr &1 gty Sof 8 He1 fb d B0 e SR S Jer & $uA
g@mmm%&ﬁ?@mmaﬁmﬁmaﬁaﬁ S fRidreTTe W) d& Ugd 9o

e Answering a question at a press conference held after the customary post Budget meeting
with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) board of directors in New Delhi, the FM asked banks
to return to traditional banking functions rather than mis-selling insurance and non-core
products.

YR o1d 9% (RBI) & IS 31T STRGCY & 1Y Foic & §1G 814 dIcl URURSD 93 & I

7% faeeh & maifora U HI3h § U U9 &1 IR od g, faxt Tt 3 ool @ i ofR A-wga
IATEI & Ted ot & o yRuRe Sfh1 St R des o) HaTl

entertained.

ST
e The message should go to the banks that they can not afford to mis-sell.”

T ST b ST AR T fob I TTerd farsp gafzd et o Thd I”

“I am glad that the RBI is coming up with guideline that why mis-selling is not going to be

2 G & b SRatans U Mmesars de) 311381 b 7T f9ep) & o sefzd el o

¢ In a clarification, the Finance Ministry said, “The FM had said she does not clearly know if
mis-selling is an offence under Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

U WG # fad Waarery A &gl “fad 13t 3 o1 U1 fob 3% WY =0 I Tal udl fb HRaa
=qrg Ifear (BNS) & dgd Tad fawh! U SMURTY g 1 -1gi |

e And banks should focus on their core business.”

3R dP! BT U Y- HATHA™ W & 1 gy’

e “She did not categorically state that mis-selling is an offence.” the Ministry clarified.
“IBI T T T8 g1 Hgl b 7Tad 9o T SRy 5, Tt =1 g fawan|

e The 621st meeting of the Central Board of Directors of the Reserve Bank of India was
held today at New Delhi under the Chairmanship of Governor Sanjay Malhotra.
YRR vord % & Felta FeRre vea o1 6214 38 31w 713 feeeht & -k Worg gegian
BT e o SRR B TR |

e “The Board assessed the global and domestic economic landscape, factoring in the
challenges arising from geopolitical developments and financial market volatility,” the RBI
said in a statement.
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Doctors suspect neurotoxin to be reason

for seafood poisoning at hotel in Kerala
fGs i saT ]

C. Maya
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Food safety authorities as
well as doctors who treat-
ed persons hospitalised
with acute condition after
consuming seafood from a
restaurant at Vizhinjam in
Thiruvananthapuram have
pointed to the possibility
of a neurotoxin present in
the food.

They suspect that the
seafood, which triggered
serious symptoms, was
contaminated by a natural-
ly occurring and extremely
potent marine neurotoxin,
tetrodotoxin (TTX).

Present in fish roe?

They also pinpoint fish roe
(eggs) to be the possible
culprit, as all those who
ended up in hospitals had
consumed this seafood
delicacy.

Presen

24F. Doctors suspect
neurotoxin to be reason
for seafood poisoning at
hotel in Kerala

ST &1 B & Th
gied d Wps faureaar 1

symptoms displayed by the
affected and death withina

few hours are clinically °

consistent with TTX poi-

soning, doctors believe.
Tetrodotoxin (TTX) is

toxin had been recently de-
tected in some samples of
red snapper (chempalli)
fish sourced from the Ta-
mil Nadu coast.

However, the short du-
ration within which people
became acutely ill, the pre-

Food safety authorities as
well as doctors who treated

The duration in which people became ill, the neurological symptoms
and death are consistent with TTX poisoning, say doctors. FILE PHOTO

Three persons belong-
ing to a six-member family
fell seriously ill after con-
suming seafood from the
restaurant on February 16
night and two of them died
within hours.

Following this, more re-
ports of people taking ill,
all of whom had eaten at
the same restaurant on the
same day, came out.

After the first incident,

six more cases of acute ill-
ness had been reported.
Having ruled out prim-
ary evidence of food poi-
soning due to spoilage or
bacterial contamination,
food safety officials had
veered towards the angle
that fish contaminated by
marine algal toxins could
have led to the deaths.
They based their suspi-
cion on the fact that cigua-

one of the most powerful
neurotoxins known, which
is very heat-stable. This
toxin has no known anti-
dote and ingestion leads to
severe, often fatal,
paralysis.

The results of the chem-
ical analysis of internal
samples collected from the
deceased is awaited, which
alone would confirm the
cause of death.

persons hospitalized with acute
condition after consuming seafood
from a restaurant at Vizhinjam in
Thiruvananthapuram have
pointed to the possibility of a
neurotoxin present in the food.

fafgiom @ fvaraRa & @
TR W s @H & §1g THR

FRURY & srearet B il ik T
;ﬂamggﬂﬁa@mmmmeﬁvﬁwﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁ@aﬁﬁﬂw
|

They suspect that the seafood, which triggered serious symptoms, was contaminated by a
naturally occurring and extremely potent marine neurotoxin, tetrodotoxin (TTX).

G%ﬂ%%%wﬁamﬁamﬁwwmmmﬁmaﬁa@ﬁ?&m
Qg TE =R erEte R (TTX) & gftd i

tin fish roe?

T IS & 3l T Hivg U172

They also pinpoint fish roe (eggs) to be the possible culprit, as all those who ended up in
hospitals had consumed this seafood delicacy. ]

I8 HSdl & 3T (A= ) P YUIAT HRUT Sar, Fifcs SRUATA Ugd It drl - 8
Aps o @ Tl

contamination, food safety officials had veered towards the angle that fish contaminated by
marine algal toxins could have led to the deaths.

WIS B 1 SRR Y01 § g3 Wel fasraaar & Urufiies Tredl ! @RS a3 & aIe, TTe
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e Tetrodotoxin (TTX) is one of the most powerful neurotoxins known, which is very heat-

stable.

TSR (TTX) 10 Jo Qfdraimedt RRICTR § & T 8, o g SRR B 2|

e This toxin has no known antldote and |n%est|on leads to severe, often fatal, paralysis.

39 9y 1 $IS J1a ufafay

|

Al i()l' :“

The Al Impact Summit was a sign of
things to come in India

T he attendance at the Al Impact Summit,

in New Delhi, showed an extreme enthu-

siasm for Artificial Intelligence (AI) tech-
nologies by digitally connected Indians. While
statistics shared by Al firms have frequently cited
India as the biggest user base outside the U.S., the
crowds over the week were the biggest indicator
of just how keen many Indians are to adopt this
technology. At its core, the summit was a contin-
uation of a series of annual multilateral discus-
sions on Al, and 89 countries have signed a decla-
ration laying out a voluntary set of commitments
to share knowledge on Al democratisation. The
summit’s context comes with foreboding chal-
lenges for India: namely, deploying and diffusing
a technology whose capital and infrastructure re-
side abroad, and finding a place in the global Al
ecosystem that will place Indians well in the eco-
nomic transformations that this technology’s
adoption promises. India’s data centre capacity is
growing healthily, but the Al moment calls for
further momentum, a difficult ask when the costs
of graphics processing units (GPUs) driving Al
push up the cost of domestic deployment so
much, not to mention the additional electrical ca-
pacity that must be built. A national strategy that
relies overwhelmingly on becoming a hub for the
deployment of models, with less emphasis on
their training and finetuning, could pose risks; af-
ter all, with fewer labour costs, the advantage
that India has will be smaller than in the ITeS era.
On the international cooperation front, it is
disappointing that India has so eagerly enabled
the U.S.’s hands-off impulses for Al. This is a tech-
nology with enormous scope for economic and
social disruption. Countries must use the annual
Al forum to collectively build tools and safety
standards that can exercise actual leverage over
how LLMs diffuse throughout society. Leader-
ship of the Global South entails empowering
countries that are individually vulnerable to col-
lateral damage in an era of great power rivalries.
Al is increasingly defining that era more and
more acutely. Consensus at all costs is not the ap-
propriate approach. As a country of enthusiastic
Al adopters, India has the leverage and capacity
to articulate an optimistic but prudent way for-
ward for Al governance, and the summit declara-
tion showed no signs of this power. The summit’s
central pillar remains an important one: for Al to
be a net good, its capabilities need to be demo-
cratised. As India closes its digital divide, there
cannot be an inference gap. If the summit made
_ anything clear, it was that India is as capable of
organically contributing to worldwide growth as
it has the  capacity, should it choose, to be a force

sﬂﬁsﬁfﬂﬁmﬂv 3R YT, YT 81 STl

24F. Al for all

it & forg gang

e While statistics shared by Al firms have frequently cited India
as the biggest user base outside the U.S., the crowds over the week
were the biggest indicator of just how keen many Indians are to adopt
this technology.

EGWQCWE@WW 3firsl H YRA Pl 3R SANSBT & dI8R Jad
TR TR T 8, b R ATE &1 NS 39 a1 b1
WWW&%W@W@W%WWW

gl

e At its core, the summit was a continuation of a series of
annual multilateral discussions on Al, and 89 countries have
signed a declaration laying out a voluntary set of commitments to
share knowledge on Al democratisation.

T =Y ¥, I8 RReR IHa Tas R aiiie agueita gatsii ot gaan
DI AR T, 3R 89 T 7 WIHTE AP oz pRVT TR JH I B P
Ry Wfese Uiiagaal &1 HIS0T R gdier U

e India’s data centre capacity is growing healthily, but the Al
moment calls for further momentum, a difficult ask when the costs of
graphics processing units (GPUs) driving Al push up the cost of
domestic deployment so much, not to mention the additional electrical
capacity that must be built.

YR B ST Hex &HdT 31 IR §¢ 51 5, Al USMTS & T GR H
3R T B} IRl §, S Hie § Fife Jnfrery maRi gfae
(oY) &) AT TR AT B HET ST © 3R ifafked fagga e
ot S BT

e This is a technology with enormous scope for economic and
social disruption.

Tg Us U dov-iep ¢ fored enfifes 3R arfore agara &t fawma
GUIGT B

e Countries must use the annual Al forum to collectively build
tools and safety standards that can exercise actual leverage over
how LLMs diffuse throughout society.

33 B! AT TATS T BT ITUNT HX U IUGRU 3R YR D
A RId S 1T o JHTS H 98 HTWT AlSd & UOR IR aRdfddh
=0T RIMUT R G |

e Leadership of the Global South entails empowering countries
that are individually vulnerable to collateral damage in an era of great
power rivalries.

TS HI8Y HT g 3 2N b YRIGd FH1 § S AgTRIfan ufeaet
& GR & gwIHEl & Ui Jag-=id ¢ |

e As acountry of enthusiastic Al adopters, India has the

Ieverage and capacity to articulate an optimistic but prudent way forward for Al
governance, and the summit declaration showed no signs of this power.

IS TaATE ST aTQ 3 S T § HRA & U STATATS) Afp1 fadeyuf Arf uegd o
P &, AP RRER 9o & 59T Jobd 8! A
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YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

need to be democratised.

Wﬂiﬂmma@“&rnu@a@% T3S DI Y T A ATYSHRI T & T8 ST earsit

BT APAATHIT AT &

e As India closes its digital d|V|de, there cannot be an inference gap.

S-S YRd faforea

AU &1 1 HR T &, TA SiaR e 511 AnfeUl
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Top court seeks Centre’s response
on proposal to tackle air pollution

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked the Centre
to consider a proposal to
shift coal-based industries
out of the Delhi-NCR while
agreeing to examine a sug-
gestion to bar coal-based
thermal power plants with-
in 300 km of the national
capital as measures to en-
sure clean air.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant sought re-
plies from the Union Minis-
tries of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change
(MoEFCC), Power and Pe-
troleum on the aspect of
shifting coal-based indus-
tries outside Delhi-NCR.
The recommendation was
mooted by the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Man-
agement (CAQM).

“On the issue of abate-
ment of industry pollution,
the Commission has sug-
gested the following long-
term measures...The com-

The court agreed to examine a suggestion to bar thermal power
plants within 300 km of Delhi-NCR to prevent air pollution. PTi

mission has recommended
that, considering the emis-
sions from coal-based ther-
mal power plants, hence-
forth, no new coal-based
thermal power plant may
be established within 300
kilometres of Delhi,” the
Bench observed.

The Bench also decided
to take up for hearing the
long-term recommenda-
tions made by the CAQM to
control vehicular
emissions.

The court said the go-
vernment ought to first
identify coal-dependent in-
dustries while considering

which ones could be shift-
ed outside the vicinity of
the capital. It also asked Ut-
tar Pradesh, Haryana and
Rajasthan to issue public
notices inviting “sugges-
tions, proposal, recom-
mendations” from all sta-
keholders, including
coal-based industries.

“On the issue of abate-
ment of industry pollution,
the Commission has sug-
gested the following long-
term measures...The com-
mission has recommended
that, considering the emis-
sions from coal-based ther-
mal power plants, hence-

forth, no new coal-based
thermal power plant may
be established within 300
kilometres of Delhi,” it
said.

The Bench also took
note of the suggestions of
the CAQM on the preven-
tion and control of
stubble-burning.

It said that the proposal
shall firstly identify the in-
dustries and what can be
alternative fuel sources for
them.

It asked Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Rajasthan to
issue public notices invit-
ing “suggestions, proposal,
recommendations” from
all stakeholders, including
coal-based industries.
“Notices to be deemed as
served by this court. The
action taken plan by all
States shall give a full de-
scription of the notices gi-
ven in this regard. Notices
to mention they have been
issued per the directions of
this court. Objections to
the proposed replacement
may be submitted,” it said.

24F. Top court seeks Centre’s response on proposal to tackle air pollution
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e The Supreme Court on Monday asked the Centre to consider a proposal to shift coal-based
industries out of the Delhi-NCR while agreeing to examine a suggestion to bar coal-based
thermal power plants within 300 km of the national capital as measures to ensure clean air.

T P 7 TR $! Fg J feeeh-vaftem I sraar smenfa I & wFEARdT &1 &
TRATd IR IR X Bl g, Y 8l Fass ga1 YA 1 & IU- & T4 H AT A9 4
3oo%$£mﬁwwmmﬁwﬁﬁﬁwﬁzﬁwﬁa%wﬁmaﬂﬁw
ESREIRACGIEY

o A three-judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant sought replies from the

Union Ministries of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Power and
Petroleum on the aspect of shifting coal-based industries outside Delhi-NCR.

ey TR guf &ia &1 sregerar et dF-andin @1 fis 3 faed-uaitem § argx
DI YR SN DI RIFTIRT B & e, |R IGIaR0T, 4 3R Tearg ufkae - vaArerd
(MoEFCC), faerelt 3R Ueiferay wamel § Siare [ |

e The recommendation was mooted by the Commission for Air Quality Management

(CAQM).

I RIwIRRT IRY TUTa™IT Uae= STIRT (CAQM) §RT URgd &t 71 2|

e “On the issue of abatement of industry pollution, the Commission has suggested the
following long-term measures...The commission has recommended that, considering the
emissions from coal-based thermal power plants, henceforth, no new coal-based thermal
power plant may be established within 300 kilometres of Delhi,” the Bench observed.

3renfire wguur § St & gE W T 3 Fufafad e e

SUTT U ©... 3T A

I & G T TEd gU R &t g f ot 3 faeeht & 300 fratdier & iR &S 7ar
Prgar meTfed a9 faega ua Raftq 7 foar o, dis = a1

India a big
contributor to
global toxicity
by pesticides

India is among just four countries that
contribute almost 70% to the world’s total
applied toxicity (TAT) in the form of
pesticides directed at agricultural pests,
but in effect unleashes collateral damage
among “non-target” species.

In 2022, at the United Nations
Biodiversity Conference, countries
committed to reducing pesticide risk by
50% by 2030.

According to a new paper in Science,
however, efforts to fulfill the pact are not
on track. Researchers, for the very first
time, calculated the TAT from 2013 to
2019 across more than 600 pesticides, in
65 countries, and found that it had
increased. China, Brazil, the U.S., and
India are the biggest contributors of
global TAT, accounting for nearly 70%.
Pesticides were used copiously on fruits,
vegetables, maize, soybean, rice, and
other cereals. The study also found that
toxicity increased in India, the U.S., Brazil
and countries in Africa.

China, Brazil, the U.S.. and India
are the biggest contributors of
global TAT, accounting for nearly

70%. Pesticides were used

copiously on fruits, vegetables,
maize, soybean, rice, and cereals

To estimate TAT at a national level, the
scientists checked the annual amount of
pesticide used in agriculture in the study
countries and the compounds’ toxicity
and lethality for different non-target
species, such as pollinators, aquatic
plants, invertebrates, fish, terrestrial
arthropods, soil organisms, terrestrial
vertebrates, and plants. The researchers
found that terrestrial arthropods were
most affected, followed by soil organisms
and fish. The toxicity has been affecting
people as well.

24F. India.a big contributor to global toxicity by pesticides
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The Insecticides Act 1968 focuses on
agricultural use, with few provisions for
“ordinary use” in homes, hotels,
construction sites, and transport systems,
he added. The 1968 Act is obsolete, Mr.
Donthi told The Hindu. “The use, misuse,
and overuse have changed since 1968.
Pesticides have become more toxic. They
are persistent across food, water and
soil.” India uses at least 66 pesticides that
are banned elsewhere, he added.

The new Pesticides Management Bill
2025 is expected to be passed in March
this year. It aims to reduce the risk to the
environment and push for pesticides that
are “biological and based on traditional
knowledge”. But without taking expert
inputs, it could be worse-off than the 1968
Act, he said. “India needs a long-term
transformation policy in agriculture,
shifting away from ‘green revolution’
packages, which includes pesticides, in
view of the farmers’ crisis, climate
change, chemical-residue laden
environment. Liability has to be inbuilt
into law, as a policy,” Mr. Donthi said.

To ensure comprehensive monitoring,
it is essential that all countries regularly
report updated annual data on
agricultural pesticide use, broken down
by active ingredient, study co-author
Jakob Wolfram, of the Institute for
Environmental Sciences, University
Kaiserslautern-Landau in Germany, said.

As the environmental activist Rachel
Carson wrote in her 1962 book Silent
Spring: “If we are going to live so
intimately with these chemicals eating
and drinking them, taking them into the
very marrow of our bones,” we had better
know something about the power of the
“who’s who of pesticides”.

A YRd TP g1

e Indiais among just four countries that
contribute almost 70% to the world’s total applied
toxicity (TAT) in the form of pesticides directed
at agricultural pests, but in effect unleashes
collateral damage among “non-target” species.

YR I Had IR SN & A & 5 fay &t oot
faTaRaT (TAT) &1 TR 70% TG
Hd ], Sl pY dicl & g IuAnT fbu o= ardt
PleAH & FU A §, A STHT gHHIT “MR-
dfgra yenfad) R uedr 2|
e In 2022, at the United Nations

Biodiversity Conference, countries committed to
reducing pesticide risk by 50% by 2030.
2022 § AgEd WY og fafqera e 3 =1 3
2030 T BICATND ANREH DI 50% HHBIA DI
REZCANRIN

e China, Brazil, the U.S., and India are the

biggest contributors of global TAT, accounting for
nearly 70%.

14, sl 3R 3R URd 3f¥d TAT & I
S RISl g, S TRTHIT 70% e Tad ¢ |

e Pesticides were used copiously on fruits,
vegetables, maize, soybean, rice, and other
cereals.

PICAIRIG! BT ATTH I Wi, JfeoTal, 7T,
AATEH, I19d SR 3= TSI 0 fHar ma|

e The study also found that toxicity

Page4 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
mail Id : info@patrioticias.in

“These chemicals now permeate daily
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increased in India, the U.S., Brazil and countries in Africa.
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To estimate TAT at a national level, the scientists checked the annual amount of pesticide
used in agriculture in the study countries and the compounds’ toxicity and lethality for

die erent non-target species, such as pollinators, aquatic plants, invertebrates, ¢ sh,
terrestrial arthropods, soil organisms, terrestrial vertebrates, and plants.
WWWTATW&WWﬁ$WWﬁ&W%@ﬁwﬁwme
FleAT=re U 3R Al AR-aféma yonfaal S RRTveal, ety 1)), spieast, wofeml
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The researchers found that terrestrial arthropods were most a* ected, followed by soil
organisms and ¢ sh.

Meyarst 4 U o v smifuts aad Sifte yuTfad gu, 39 a1 geT sita 3R Asfear
guTfad g3 |

The toxicity has been ae ecting people as well.

Tg fawTeddr wgeat &1 Hf gurfad #R I B

“These chemicals now permeate daily life in ways that are often invisible: in wall paints,
incense sticks, furniture, aircraft cabins, stored grains, and even temple prasad,” the
author, Narasimha Reddy Donthi, an independent public policy expert, wrote.

ﬁww%aﬁmﬁmwﬁmm?ﬁ% o dlaR Ue, sFRaxl, Wi, faus
¥ B, WU 3T IR Tgi aw b TR waiTe 1 raeh TR IS SR, T Wi
e Sy R, ¥ R

The Insecticides Act 1968 focuses on agricultural use, with few provisions for “ordinary
use” in homes, hotels, construction sites, and transport systems, he added.

Plearre Afufaw 1968 N I R Hfed &, R WY, great, fAufor weal ik ufvaes
wonTfer ® [T SUART & U 980 &8 UayH €, 35 Siel|

The 1968 Act is obsolete, Mr. Donthi told The Hindu.

st Sieht 3 e 5 1968 BT ATAFITH TS € BT 21

“The use, misuse, and overuse have changed since 1968. Pesticides have become more
toxic. They are persistent across food, water and soil.”

“1968 & F1¢ IUTNT, GEUTNT 3R D JUTNT d5d 1 8| Piew it fada g1 g
3R We, Uit iR At A e v €1

India uses at least 66 pesticides that are banned elsewhere, he added.

35 BT [ YRA HH I 1 66 BIHARIDI BT IUIAN 6l § off 3= Tl R Ufaafed g
The new Pesticides Management Bill 2025 is expected to be passed in March this year.
T BYeATRIS yaeH fadge® 2025 39 a9 Ard & Tikd gH &1 SHE 8|

It aims to reduce the risk to the environment and push for pesticides that are biological
and based on traditional knowledge.

3BT I YafaRoita sIfaH &Y &0 ST 3R AP qur uRuiYe 9 snmunfyd Se-rre)
CAKCIKRIR

But without taking expert inputs, it could be worse-off than the 1968 Act, he said.

I Pe fob fom fa=vwg gaimal & T 1968 Sfufaaw 3 1ff WRie &) g 3|

‘India needs a long-term transformation policy in agriculture, shifting away from ‘green
revolution’ packages, which includes pesticides, in view of the farmers’ crisis, climate
change, chemical-residue laden environment. Liability has to be inbuilt into law, as a
policy,” Mr. Donthi said.

“URT ! Py A dreferiere ufad ifd &) oz 3, Srad gfvd wifa e § g8,
YgiaRuT Hivg & | ForieR! &1 A § siaf-ifea foar s arfge,” ot Sieft 3 a1

As the environmental activist Rachel Carson wrote in her 1962 book Silent Spring: “If we

are going to live so intimately with these chemicals eating and drinking them, taking them into
the very marrow of our bones,” we had better know something about the power of the “who’s
who of pesticides”.

SR b TR 0T ikl ¥ad SR 3 AT 1962 B Y Argde BT A forar: «afg gwgA
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Answers to Februaty 17 quiz: 24F. QUIZ: Proverb: Make Hay While the Sun Shines

1. Proverb related to fresh-cut grass - Ans:
Make hay while the sun shines

2. Time perception when you constantly e The proverb “Make hay while the sun shines” means one should
:‘;’;‘?;f“t;:x:v::‘;’;zs:jhat —— use favourable opportunities at the right time before they pass.

finger temperature - Ans: Sympathetic ¢ In modern life, it teaches time management, preparedness, and

;4. Pri:ciple that exp.lains peopl‘e spending p rodu Ctivity_

sbzim"a’:;"s:en‘::en:';::m; s ofno e  Students should study when they have time, and societies must use
return - Ans: Tipping points periods of stability and growth to build long-term progress and resilience.

Visual: Ethylene

First contact: Tamal Biswas | K.N. Viswanathan |

Anmol Agrawal

Time Perception Type: Prospective

Prospective time perception occurs when a person actively monitors time while an event
is happening.

Psychological research explains that the more attention given to time, the longer the
duration appears.

This concept is widely used in cognitive psychology and behavioural studies. For
example, during exams or waiting situations, people consciously track time, which influences
judgment, planning, and performance efficiency in real-life activities.

Part of Nervous System: Sympathetic Nervous System

The sympathetic nervous system, a division of the autonomic nervous system, regulates
involuntary body functions including control of blood flow to the skin and fingers, which
influences finger temperature.

It causes vasoconstriction in cold conditions to conserve body heat and vasodilation in
warm conditions to release heat, maintaining thermal balance.

This mechanism is essential for thermoregulation and homeostasis. Scientific and medical
studies confirm that sympathetic nerve activity directly controls peripheral blood vessels,
thereby regulating skin and finger temperature efficiently.

Principle: Gresham’s Law

Gresham’s Law states that “bad money drives out good money” when both circulate at
the same face value by law.

People tend to spend money with lower intrinsic value (debased or overvalued currency)
and hoard money with higher intrinsic value (full-value coins or stable currency).

The principle, discussed in standard economics texts, explains currency behaviour during
inflation, debasement, or parallel currency circulation.

It highlights how public confidence and legal tender rules influence spending, saving
patterns, and overall monetary stability in an economy.

Climate Phenomenon: Tipping Points

Tipping points in climate science refer to critical thresholds where small changes can trigger
irreversible and self-reinforcing environmental shifts.

Once crossed, systems such as ice sheets, rainforests, or ocean currents may undergo
rapid transformation, even if global temperatures stabilise later.

Scientific assessments, including findings reported in international climate research and
recognised in environmental studies curricula, warn that exceeding certain warming levels
increases these risks.

Tipping points highlight the urgency of mitigation policies to prevent long-term ecological,
economic, and social consequences.
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Centre unveils policy to tackle terror threats

&g A Tdwarel Wazl A fAueq & fore Hifa &1 sATaxr fear

Centre unveils policy to tackle terror threats

PRAHAAR states that India faces terrorist threats on all three fronts — water, land and air; capacities have been developed to protect critical sectors of the economy, it adds;

policy aims at criminalising all terrorist acts and denying terrorists, their financiers and supporters access to funding, weapons and safe havens, says Union Home Ministry

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he Union Home Mi-
T nistry on Monday
released the coun-

try’s first-ever anti-terror
policy, emphasising that
other than terror spon-
sored from across the bor-
der, “criminal hackers and
nation states continue to
target India  through
cyber-attacks”.

The policy — titled PRA-
HAAR - has been upload-
ed on the Ministry’s
website.

It states that India faces
terrorist threats on all
three fronts — water, land
and air — and that capaci-
ties have been developed
to protect critical sectors
of the economy, including
power, railways, aviation,
ports, defence, space and
atomic energy, from both
state and non-state actors.

The Hindu first reported

on December 23, 2025,
that the National Counter
Terrorism Policy and Stra-
tegy had been finalised and
would be released soon.
The policy underlines that
“India does not link terro-
rism to any specific reli-
gion, ethnicity, nationality
or civilisation™.

Cross-border terrorism

However, it notes that In-
dia has been affected by
“sponsored terrorism”
from across the border,
with “Jihadi terror outfits
as well as their frontal or-
ganisations” continuing to
plan, coordinate, facilitate
and execute terror attacks.
“India has been on the tar-
get of global terrorist
groups such as al-Qaeda
and 1S, which have been
trying to incite violence in
the country through sleep-
er cells” it says, adding
that extremists operating
from foreign countries

Protection plan

India has released its first-ever

Natipnal Counter Terrorism Palicy

and Strotegy, PRAHAAR

Assessing threats: India has been affected
by sponsored terrorism, the policy says.

= The nine-page
document details
the threat-profile,
counter-terrorism
strategy and the
way forward

= |t lsts key
agencies
for

Following the April 22,
2025, Pahalgam terror inci-
dent, the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) con-
ducted meetings with
anti-terror units of all
States and apprised them
of the measures aimed at

specific tasks

u It stresses

that terrorism

is not linked

to any specific
religion, ethnicity,
nationality or
civilisation

have hatched conspiracies
to promote terrorism.
“Their handlers from
across the border frequent-
ly use the latest technolo-
gies, including the use of
drones, for facilitating ter-
ror-related activities and
attacks in Punjab and J&K.
Increasingly, terrorist
groups are engaging organ-
ised criminal networks for

logistics and recruitment
to execute and facilitate
terror strikes in India,” the
policy says.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had announced
on November 7, 2024, that
a National Counter Terro-
rism Policy and Strategy
was being drafted to fight
terrorism and its ecosys-
tem.

pr ing and p. p!
ing such attacks.

The policy further states
that for propaganda, com-
munication, funding and
guiding terror attacks,
these terror groups use so-
cial media platforms as
well as ‘instant messaging
applications’ and techno-
logical advancements such
as encryption, dark web,
crypto wallets etc, ena-
bling them to operate
anonymously.

“Disrupting/Intercept-
ing terrorist efforts to ac-
cess and use CBRNED
(Chemical, Biological, Ra-
diological, Nuclear, Explo-
sive, Digital) materials re-
mains a challenge for

Counter Terrorism (CT)
agencies. The threat of
state and non-state actors
misusing drones and ro-
botics for lethal purposes
remains another area of
concern,” it flags.

As a way forward, the
policy suggests that to
make appropriate cases
against the perpetrators of
acts of terrorism, there is a
need to associate legal ex-
perts at every stage of
investigation.

“Terrorist groups based
outside (from abroad) no-
wadays use the infrastruc-
ture, logistics and terrain
knowledge of local outfits
for launching attacks. Na-
tional actions, coupled
with international and re-
gional cooperation, are key
elements in addressing the
transnational  terrorism
challenge,” it emphasises.

The MHA said Indian in-
telligence and law enforce-
ment agencies have been

continuously working to
prevent the recruitment of
Indian youth by extremist
groups.

Underscoring the role of
community and religious
leaders, the policy states
that moderate preachers
and NGOs are engaged
to spread awareness about
the adverse consequences
and impacts of radicalisa-

tion and  extremist
violence.
The Ministry said there

is a move to establish a un-
iform anti-terrorism struc-
ture across States, as stan-
dardisation of processes
and procedures would en-
sure similar and synergis-
tic responses to terror
attack.

It said that the policy
aims to criminalise all ter-
rorist acts and deny access
to terrorists, their finan-
ciers and supporters ac-
cess to funds, weapons
and safe havens.

24F. Centre unveils policy to tackle terror threats
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e PRAHAAR states that India faces terrorist threats on all three fronts — water, land and
air; capacities have been developed to protect critical sectors of the economy it adds.

PRAHAAR T @81 1 § fib URd &1 oId, ¥d 3R arg—+! Hidl UR 3MTddbard! Warl &1 [
mu@%mﬂg%mﬂﬁu’s’mﬁeﬁaw%ﬁ?aﬁmwn%neaqﬁeﬁa‘raﬁav&n%f@m

e The policy aims at criminalising all terrorist acts and denying terrorists, their financiers and
supporters access to funding, Weapons and safe havens, says the Union Home M|n|stry
g Aifd aut Srdwardt gl di SR MR B AT SHieparieat,
oYt 1 ¢, gRAR 3R Wi foaml d% uga I dierd w1 ded 3@t 8, T Heig
g HATA - Hgl

e The Union Home Ministry on Monday released the country’s first-ever anti-terror policy,
emphasising that other than terror sponsored from across the border, criminal hackers and
nation states continue to target India through cyber-attacks.
HER g AT+ WHAR P <X B Ugal Tadparg-Ad ifa SR 31, o 39 91d W SR
& T fo5 AT UR Urifrd ST & SfaTaT STURTIY® g 3R P-4 Wl AIgaRr gHall &
AT ¥ YRA B F=IAT 91 I8 & |

e The policy — titted PRAHAAR — has been uploaded on the Ministry’s website.
PRAHAAR & 33 Hifd &1 HH1ad & dedTse IR 3ars o 1 g

e |t states that India faces terrorist threats on all three fronts — water, land and air — and that
capacities have been developed to protect critical sectors of the economy, including power,
railways, aviation, ports, defence, space and atomic energy, from both state and non-
state actors.
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The Hindu first reported on December 23, 2025, that the National Counter Terrorism
Policy and Strategy had been finalised and would be released soon.

g fig 7 W Ul 23 famaR 2025 &1 Rl fovar o1 b Ity airdiwpare- et A oz Torfifar
@1 3ffaH U S foan T & SR 38 Seg SR} fobar Sem|

The policy underlines that “India does not link terrorism to any specific religion,
ethnicity, nationality or civilisation”.

AR 3 a1 1 e Bt & o Ut SrTeiaTg B fedt R et rferan, wrtaar an
|1 | g1 SAgar |

Cross-border terrorism

FHAT IR 3MTdwdrg

However, it notes that India has been affected by “sponsored terrorism” from across the
border, with “Jihadi terror outfits as well as their frontal organisations” continuing to
plan, coordinate, facilitate and execute terror attacks.

=98 el T 2 YR AT IR | Fraiford sirdwarg ¥ 94ifad g1 ¢, el “Rrerdt
mwaﬁ'\fa‘—lﬂ?g@aw AR 3MTcichdldg] GHT bt AN §HMH, H-GY B,
A ueM HRA 3R I 3o 3 A F gu R
“India has been on the target of global terrorist groups such as aI-Qaeda and IS, which
have been trying to incite violence in the country through sleeper cells,” it says, adding that
extremists operating from foreign countries have hatched conspiracies to promote terrorism.
ST BET T § b “HRA 3rd-Praer 3T METH S AP et Tt & Fwm W e e,
S TR A & AT 9 o F R USHH Bt SRR R @ 8, AR g i et g %
fac=nt ¥ Tenfera TR 7 3fddhdTg & 9Tal o BI JTforl = g |

Increasingly, terrorist groups are engaging organised criminal networks for logistics and
recruitment to execute and facilitate terror stnkes in India,” the pollcy

i & w1 T B % sdwarc ﬁg 2% AR I G F
foQ oot @ Hafed TuRTfS aﬁaﬁi@aﬂeﬁ?uﬁimwﬁamﬁ%l

The Ministry said there is a move to establish a uniform anti-terrorism structure across
States, as standardisation of processes and procedures would ensure similar and
synergistic responses to terror attacks. ]

TATT A BT [ A4l H TP A TAHATG-Ie grar RIUd B3 Bt fG=M H Hed I3
R T, T uftransit 3R wrdfafid &1 AR 3iTdebard gHa W FH iR A<
ufafsear gAfgd s

It said that the palicy aims to criminalise all terrorist acts and deny access to terrorists, their
financiers and supporters access to funds, weapons and safe havens.

Wﬁmw%%%m@aﬁw@ﬁﬁmmmﬁ?m@
I [AuivD! SR ! 1 4, TR 3R GRigm fewri oo ugd ¥ I s |

The policy flags that Counter Terrorism (CT) agencies face the threat of state and non-
state actors misusing drones and robotics for lethal purposes.

i & g5 Iare § 7S § fos simdware-ieht (CT) TR % 9 e SR -3 dl
RIS 3R WS & UTad SUANT BT Wkl &1 g3 ¢ |

As a way forward, the policy suggests that to make appropriate cases against the
perpetrators of acts of terrorism, there is a need to associate legal experts at every stage
of investigation.

3T &Y B & T4 B A Jd i © b SMdpare) Fal & SR & Ryars 31 A a9
& for oI & gR aRor o B! faRiugl &) e SAr S ¢

“Terrorist groups based outside nowadays use the infrastructure, logistics and terrain
knowledge of local outfits for launching attacks.

Hifa o g1 T b “facwr smenia sddard! THg 3o d gHE HRA & AT WA TS
¥ <, Affvreea 3R WS ISR &1 ST Fd 5|

National actions, coupled with international and regional cooperation, are key elements in
addressing the transnational terrorism challenge,” it emphasises.
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e The policy further states that for propaganda, communication, funding and guiding terror
attacks, these terror groups use social media platforms, instant messaging applications,
and technological advancements such as encryption, dark web and crypto wallets,
enabling them to operate anonymously.
Hfa & omY w51 T © fob YAR, WAR, fardivor oiR St gual &1 AnieRA S & e
Tt THg Were Mgy @ewid, we AARTT Tw, 9y ef<pwH, s1é 39 3R fbp! atae
SRt Tepiiep! TR T IUTRT IR &, R 3 T 0 Q B IR UTd & |

e |t also flags that disrupting or intercepting terrorist efforts to access CBRNED (Chemical,
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, Explosive, Digital) materials remains a challenge for

CT agencies.

Hifa o g ot we1 T B % sndwariedl gRT CBRNED RIIaf-®, Sfaw, fafdwofta, uramy
fIpies, %ﬁmwﬂwwmﬁ%m@ﬁmmmmﬁ%ﬁ@m%
T U AR S gan B
e The threat of state and non-state actors misusing drones and robotics for lethal purposes
remains another area of concern.
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Rahul, ‘Mohammad’ Deepak hit it out, Cong. leader to join ‘Hulk’ gym
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Rahul, ‘Mohammad’ Deepak hit it
out, Cong. leader to join ‘Hulk’ gym

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Monday met
Deepak Kumar from Utta-
rakhand who confronted
right-wing activists when
they allegedly harassed a
7l-year-old Muslim gar-
ment seller over the name
of his shop.

Mr. Kumar had identi-
fied himself as ‘Moham-
mad’ Deepak to the men
who had pressured the gar-
ment seller to change the
name of his shop on Repu-
blic Day.

‘The meeting took place

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi with gym owner ‘Mohammad’ Deepak in
New Delhi on Monday. @INCINDIA X

which feared for his life af-
ter his confrontation with

hood, and courage — one
that will inspire every

at 10 Janpath, the resi-
dence of Congress Parlia-
mentary Party chairperson
Sonia Gandhi in the nation-
al capital. Mr. Kumar was
accompanied by his friend
Vijay Rawat, who support-
ed him during the
confrontation.

‘An example of unity’

The Congress posted pic-
tures of the meeting on its
official X handle and hailed
Mr. Kumar for “setting an
example of unity, brother-

young person in the coun-
try to muster the courage
to fight against injustice
and hatred.”

“Do Bhai, Mohabbat Ke
Sipahi (two brothers, sol-
diers of love),” read the
caption of a picture show-
ing Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Ku-
mar hugging each other.

Speaking to the media
after meeting Mr. Gandhi,
Mr. Kumar said that the
Congress leader had ex-
tended solidarity with him
and consoled his family

the right-wing ‘goons’.

“Rahul ji said that he
will come to Kotdwar and
take membership in my
gym... He assured me that I
am not alone in this fight.
He also gave me courage
saying that whatever I have
done was right,” Mr. Ku-
‘mar said.

Mr. Kumar, who runs
the Hulk gym in Kotdwar
town of Uttarakhand, said
that the incident on Repu-
blic Day, registration of a
first information report ov-

er it, and subsequent prot-
ests by Vishva Hindu Par-
ishad and Bajrang Dal
members have taken a toll
on his business. Mr. Kumar
also said that he is now get-
ting support from across
the country.

Earlier, Mr. Gandhi had
expressed support to Mr.
Kumar. In a social media
post, he had said that the
episode had reflected the
values of equality and un-
ity, both central to India’s
ethos. He had said that the
spirit of harmony and
courage should be reflect-
ed among the country’s
youth.

“Unite Humanity March’
Two days before meeting
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Mr. Kumar and Mr.
Rawat had released a video
on Instagram sharing their
plan to organise a nation-
wide march which they
named “Insaniyat Jodo Ya-
tra (Unite  Humanity
March)”.

“I am getting immense
love from you people... Let
me know what do you
think about our plan,” Mr.
Kumar said in the video.

Hge Iud Jar o1l

e ‘“setting an example of unity, brotherhood, and courage — one that will inspire every
young person in the country to muster the courage to fight against injustice and hatred.”
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24F. Rahul, ‘Mohammad’ Deepak hit it out,
Cong. leader to join ‘Hulk’ gym
1gd, ‘HIgWE ¢IU® Dt GaAThTd, BT AdT

e |Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Monday met Deepak Kumar from
Uttarakhand who confronted right-wing activists when
they allegedly harassed a 71-year-old Muslim
garment seller over the name of his shop.
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e Mr. Kumar had identified himself as
‘Mohammad’ Deepak to the men who had pressured
the garment seller to change the name of his shop on
Republic Day.
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YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Mr. Kumar, who runs the Hulk gym in Kotdwar town of Uttarakhand, said that the incident
on Republic Day, registration of a first information report, and subsequent protests by
Vishva Hindu Parishad and Bajrang Dal members have taken a toll on his business.
ITRIES & PIegR MG H g o I ardd ol $UR A ol fos Muraa fgas o1 gen, 39
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He had said that the spirit of harmony and courage should be reflected among the country’s
youth.
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