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24F Youngest-ever and first openly gay PM Jetten ushers in a new era for Dutch politics 

               औ                                        डच                            

   
 

NCC cadets get a closer look at Infantry Combat Vehicles 
during the MILAN-2026 naval exercise in Visakhapatnam 
on Monday.  

 

 

 

24F. Punjab govt. announces „Meri Rasoi‟ ration scheme 

                „         ‟                        

 Ahead of the upcoming Assembly election in Punjab, due in early 
2027, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government in the State on Monday 
announced to provide wheat, sugar, oil and salt to families covered 
under the National Food Security Act (NFSA), even as the Shiromani 
Akali Dal (SAD) termed it another attempt to trick the people in the run 
up to the poll. 

                      च    ,    2027                    ,             

                (AAP)                                     

        (NFSA)                                 , च   ,     औ           

           ,                       (SAD)                            

                  ए  औ              

 Talking to mediapersons, he said under the „Meri Rasoi Yojna‟, 40 
lakh families will receive free quarterly food kits starting April, in 
addition to wheat provided under the National Food Security Act. 

    ड                        ए               „               ‟        40                      

                                                                                       

  ए   ए     
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24F. Mukul Roy, Trinamool 
Congress leader and former 

Railway Minister, dies at 71 

          ,                    औ       

        , 71                    

 Trinamool Congress leader Mukul 
Roy passed away in the early hours of 

Monday morning. 

                                           

                  

 Hailing from Kanchrapara in North 
24 Parganas, Mr. Roy started his political 
career with the Congress and decided to set 

up Trinamool Congress with Ms. Banerjee in 1998. 

     24             च                                                                       

औ  1998                                                           

 Mr. Roy had also served as Railway Minister from March to September 2012. 

             च            2012                                    

 

24F. Pray for peace to 

return in Manipur, 
says Boong director 
after BAFTA win 

 BAFTA                 

                       

                         

 Filmmaker 
Lakshmipriya Devi, whose 
debut feature Boong won a 
BAFTA award at a glittering 
ceremony in London on 

Sunday, used the moment on 
stage to pray for peace in her 
home State of Manipur. 

                    , 

                            

                            

          BAFTA        

    ,                    

                             

                          ए 

      

 Boong, a Manipuri film starring Gugun Kipgen and Bala Hijam, won the award in the Best 
Children‟s and Family Film category. 

     ,              औ                    ए                ,                                

                         

 I wanted Boong to be an urban version of her folk tales with the same kind of warmth that 
made you feel safe. 

                                      ए            ,                                     

         ए  
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 Producer Farhan Akhtar said backing the film set in a region of India from which we rarely 

get to watch films “just felt right”. 

                                                                       ,             

                                  , “             ”  

 

24F. One Battle After Another 

triumphs at BAFTAs, wins one 
award after another 

                     

BAFTA              ,       

              

 Paul Thomas Anderson‟s 
politically charged thriller One Battle 
After Another won six prizes, including 
best picture, at the British Academy 
Film Awards on Sunday, building 

momentum ahead of Hollywood‟s 
Academy Awards next month. 

          ए                        

                                  

                                ड    

                   छ             , 

                                      

          ड                     औ  

        ई  

 Blues-steeped vampire epic 
Sinners and gothic horror story 
Frankenstein won three awards each, 
while Shakespearean family tragedy 
Hamnet won two including best British 
film. 

                                  औ  

                              -    

           ,                   

                                       

                           ए  

 Mr. Anderson‟s explosive film 
about a group of revolutionaries in 
chaotic conflict with the state, won 
awards for directing, adapted 
screenplay, cinematography and 
editing, as well as for Sean Penn‟s 
supporting performance as an obsessed 

military officer. 

                                                 ए                    ए                

             ,               ,         औ              ए            ,        ए       

                                                     ए               

 Bookies‟ favourite Jessie Buckley won the best actress prize for playing grieving mother 

Agnes Hathaway, wife of William Shakespeare, in Hamnet. 

                                                                  ए                          

                   ए                                
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 In a major upset, Robert Aramayo won the best actor 
category for his performance in I Swear, a fact-based British indie 
drama about a campaigner for people with Tourette syndrome. 

 ए               ,                                                  

  ए                                                        

 ई                         ए                                

 The 33-year-old British actor called the victory over Ethan 
Hawke, Michael B. Jordan, Leonardo DiCaprio and Timothee 
Chalamet “absolutely mad.” 

 33                              ,         .   ड  ,       ड  

 ड       औ                         “            ”        

24F. Ghanaians embrace the „fugu‟ with pride after 
online mockery 

                                 „    ‟           

                

 Ghanaians embrace the „fugu‟ with pride after online 

mockery 

                                 „    ‟                           

 More Ghanaians are wearing the colorful traditional outfit 
with pride in a trend triggered by online mockery. 

                      ए                               

                                               

 Ghana‟s President John Dramani Mahama, in early 
February, visited Zambia wearing a fugu garment, prompting 
ridicule from some social media users. 

                     ड                                         

                     ,         छ                            

            

 Ghanaians responded by defending what they felt was a 
rich cultural heritage, and Tourism Minister Abla Dzifa 
Gomashie took it a step further by declaring Wednesdays as 
“Fugu Day.” 

                                                              

     औ                                                ए        

   “     ड ”                

 The fugu smock, however, gained more prominence in March 1957 when Ghana‟s first 
President Kwame Nkrumah wore it during the country‟s inaugural independence ceremony. 

        ,               च  1957                   ,                                            

                                        

 Today, it is worn at festivals, state functions, and increasingly in contemporary fashion. 

              ,                , औ                                            



                      
 

  

P
ag

e6
 

24F. Youngest-ever and first openly gay PM Jetten ushers in a new era for 
Dutch politics 

                 औ                                        डच                   

            

 Youngest-ever and first openly gay PM Jetten ushers in a new era for Dutch politics 

               औ                                                           ए              

   

 Dutch King Willem-Alexander on Monday swore in a new minority coalition government led 
by the youngest-ever and first openly gay Prime Minister in the Netherlands. 

              -      ड                                          औ                   

                                ई                                ई  

 Rob Jetten, 38, heads a three-party administration and will have to use all his bridge-building 

skills to pass laws and see out a full four-year term in office. 

 38                                                    औ                                     

                              ए                                                     

 The coalition is made up of Mr. Jetten‟s centrist D66, the center-right Christian Democrats 
and the center-right People‟s Party for Freedom and Democracy. 

                             D66,    -                ड         औ     -               

           ड    ड ड                         

 Together, the parties hold only 66 of the lower house of Parliament‟s 150 seats. 

                                           150            66          

 

GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED   24 February 2026 

24F President unveils bust of Rajaji, hails move to shed „colonial mindset‟ 

                                          , „औ                 ‟                
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24F. President unveils bust of 
Rajaji, hails move to shed „colonial 

mindset‟ 

                               

           , „औ         

        ‟                   

          

 President Droupadi Murmu unveiled 
the bust of C. Rajagopalachari at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan on Monday, hailing it as 
a step towards “shedding the vestiges of 
colonial mindset”. 

                                                 

  .          च                            

औ      “औ                                

     ”            ए             

 The bust of Rajaji, the only Indian 
Governor-General of Independent India, 
has been installed at the Grand Open 
Staircase near Ashok Mandap and replaces 
that of Edwin Lutyens, the British architect 
who designed New Delhi. 

                   ,                       

            -       ,        ड         

      ड ओ                     ई    औ     

                                  ड    

                                 

 “This initiative is part of a series of steps being taken towards shedding the vestiges of the 
colonial mindset and embracing, with pride, the richness of India‟s culture, heritage, 
timeless traditions and honouring those who served Bharat Mata with their extraordinary 
contributions. 

                                          , “       औ                                

      औ                ,       ,               ओ                                    

                         ओ       ए                                          ए        

                           ” 

 Speaking on the occasion, she said that when Rajaji arrived at the Government House (now 
known as Rashtrapati Bhavan), he placed portraits of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and 
Mahatma Gandhi in his room. 

                   ए                                      (              )      ,    

                                  औ                        ए  

 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 
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24F Interfaith marriages not prohibited under new U.P. conversion law: HC 
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24F The quiet crisis of adolescent mental health in India 

                                     

24F Rethinking tribal women‟s inheritance rights 
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24F. Interfaith marriages 
not prohibited under 

new U.P. conversion 
law: HC 

                     

                        

                   : 

        

 Allahabad HC orders 
police protection for 12 
interfaith live-in couples, tells 
respondents to refrain from 
interfering with their private 
life; State argued that the 
relationships were unlawful 

                     12 

              -            

                             , 

                                

                   ;        

                      

 Stating that no one 
among the 12 interfaith live-in 
partners have converted from 

his/her religion and hence do 
not attract penalty under the 
anti-conversion law, the 
Allahabad High Court on 

Monday allowed police 
protection to the couples and 

asked the Uttar Pradesh government and private respondents to refrain from interfering with 

their life, liberty and privacy. 

          ए    12               -                                                               

औ      ए                                                  ,                              

                                     औ                                                 , 

       औ                                

 A Bench led by Justice Vivek Kumar Singh was hearing a batch of 12 writ petitions 
involving seven cases where Muslim women were living with Hindu men and five cases 
where Hindu women were living with Muslim men. 

                                             12        च  ओ     ए               ई        

  ,                                ए                      औ                            ए               

                   

 No discrimination can be made on the basis of caste, creed, sex or religion,” the court said. 

                     ,    ,                          ई                          ” 

 The State government, however, argued that the couples had failed to comply with Sections 
8 and 9 of the Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Act, 2021, 

as no application for religious conversion had been submitted since the law came into force in 
November 2020. 

                                                                          , 2021    

       8 औ  9                            ,             2020                                      

     ए   ई                           

 The State further contended that their relationship was unlawful and therefore not entitled to 
protection under the Act. 

                                          औ      ए                                      
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 Rejecting this argument, the court observed that the anti-conversion law applies only when 
there is an actual conversion from one religion to another through misrepresentation, force, 
coercion, undue influence, allurement, fraud, or through marriage or a relationship in the 

nature of marriage. 

                       ए                                                              

            ,   ,     ,     च      ,      ,                                        

                        ए ए                                         

 It noted that even interfaith marriages are not prohibited under the Act. 

                                                                            

„Freedom of choice‟ 

 „              ‟ 

 “This court fails to understand that if the law permits two persons even of the same sex to live 
together peacefully, then neither any individual nor a family nor even the state can have 
objection to heterosexual relationships of two major individuals who out of their own free 

will are living together,” the Bench said. 

           , “                                                                             ,    

        ,                                                                              

       ,                                   ” 

 It said to disregard the choice of a person who is of the age of majority would not only be 
antithetical to the freedom of choice of a grown-up individual but also be a threat to the 
concept of unity in diversity. 

                                                             ए                    

                        ,                                     ए               
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24F. The quiet crisis of adolescent mental health in India 

                                     

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Crisis 

    औ                        

 The passing of three adolescent girls in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, earlier this month, is a 

case that deeply unsettled the public. 

                                                                                   ई    

            

          औ                           औ                                         

  ,                                   औ            ड                औ               

 Mental health challenges are no longer limited to adults or older teens. 

                                                                       

 Clinicians increasingly see anxiety, depression, attention disorders and behavioural 
issues in much younger children. 

          छ                च   ,      ,           औ                                  
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 Yet, many families, schools and parts of the health-care system still view these as “adult 
issues”. 

        ई       ,     औ     -           छ          “          ”           

 In fact, emotional and behavioural disorders can appear as early as four or five years of 
age. 

                औ                     च         च                      ई             

 Early trauma, neglect and chronic stress can disrupt emotional and cognitive 
development, often resurfacing with greater intensity during adolescence. 

            ,       औ                         औ                             

        औ                                              

 These conditions have also grown more complex. 

                            ई     

 Where children showed a single diagnosis, comorbidities are now common — attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) with anxiety, depression with compulsive digital 
use, learning difficulties with emotional distress — making early recognition crucial. 

                  ए                  ,      -              —  ड  चड          च   , 

                       ड          ,                                        — 

                च               ई     

 Findings from the National Mental Health Survey suggest that between 7% to 10% of 
Indian adolescents have diagnosable mental health conditions. 

                                  7%    10%                                     

                      

 With fewer than 10,000 psychiatrists for a population exceeding 1.4 billion, and only a small 
fraction specialising in child mental health, the gap is stark. 

1.4                         ए 10,000           च        औ                        

                       ,                   

 The rise in mental health concerns parallels the spread of smartphones and low-priced 
Internet data, now used by over 800 million Indians — many of them children. 

                                  औ              ड                    ई   ,       

         80                             —        ई         

 As early as 2019, the World Health Organization cautioned against excessive screen 
exposure among children and adolescents, highlighting adverse effects on sleep, attention, 
emotional regulation and wellbeing. 

2019                             औ                                                 

  , औ           ,    ,                औ                        ए     
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24F. 
Rethinking tribal women‟s inheritance rights 

             ओ                                 च   

 Customary laws of most tribal communities deny absolute property rights to women. 

                                             ओ                             च           

 The Hindu Succession Act, 1956 grants daughters inheritance rights but excludes tribal 
women from its purview. 

                       , 1956                                    ,                    ओ  

                               

 A Bench of Justices Sanjay Karol and Prashant Kumar Mishra ruled that the Act cannot 
apply to Scheduled Tribes under any circumstances. 

                   औ                                                            च  

                                                

 The verdict reaffirmed the principle of special legal protection for indigenous 
communities. 

                                                                                 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
3 

 The High Court had allowed „Hinduised‟ tribal daughters to inherit under the Hindu 
Succession Act. 

             „        ‟                                                               

                                 

 The Supreme Court overturned the order, stating only Parliament can extend the Act to 
tribal communities. 

                          , औ                                                        

             

 The Court held that the High Court had overstepped its jurisdiction by suggesting 

legislative change. 

                                                              

 It affirmed that tribal inheritance remains governed by customary practices unless the 
Central government intervenes. 

                                                   ओ                   ,              

                   

 Earlier, in Ram Charan v. Sukhram, the Court held excluding daughters from ancestral 
property violates the fundamental right to equality. 

              च                                                                            

                                         

 The verdict raises key questions. 

                              

 Is „Hinduising‟ a tribe the only way to secure inheritance rights for tribal women? 

   „        ‟                                                ए             ? 

 Should Scheduled Tribes get inheritance rights solely on the basis of religion, ignoring their 
unique cultural identity? 

                                                                        ए,            

           च               ? 

Defining Hindu 

„     ‟            

 On defining the term „Hindu‟, the Supreme Court in Sastri Yagnapurushadji v. Muldas 
Brudardas Vaishya (1966) stated that the Hindu religion does not claim one prophet, one 
God, one dogma, one philosophy, or one set of rites, and may broadly be described as a 
way of life. 

„     ‟                     ए                                              ड         

(1966)                              ,       ,          ,                              

              औ                                           

 The ruling reaffirmed the constitutional validity of Section 2(2) of the Hindu Succession Act, 
which excludes Scheduled Tribes from its scope. 

                                         2(2)                                   ,          च  

                                         

 This was contrary to Section 2(2), which clearly states that the Act shall not apply to 
notified Scheduled Tribes. 

        2(2)             ,                                च        च                    

           

 

GS Paper II: Polity,  
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24F On the independence of the EC 
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24F. Directions in hate crime ruling may be 
unmanageable: CJI 

                                                 

  : CJI 
 The court refused to entertain contempt petitions that 

the State governments and authorities had not been acting in 
compliance with the 2018 Tehseen Poonawalla judgment. 

                   ए            च  ओ          ई             

                   औ          2018                         

                        

 The eight-year-old verdict had reverberated as a sharp 
judicial criticism against a spate of lynchings and communally 
coloured mob violence which had occurred since 2014. 

                           2014     ई     च   औ                

                                                          

                    

 The court had described these as “creeping” threats. 

              “    -         ”                

 It had warned that the rising wave of frenzied mobs — 
fed by fake news, self-professed morality and false stories — 
would consume the country like a “typhoon-like monster”. 

                                ,    -              औ       

                                                 “           

    ”                   

 The three-judge Bench led by then Chief Justice of India 
Dipak Misra had imposed that the primary obligation of the 
government was to protect all individuals irrespective of race, 
caste, class, or religion. 

                                               -             

                                                        ,    , 

                                            

 It had directed preventive, remedial and punitive 
measures to deal with lynching and mob violence while ordering 

the Centre and the States to implement the measures and file 
compliance reports. 

              औ                           ए       ,   च      

औ    ड                      ए    औ                             

                                           

 However, when the case came up in February 2025, the 
court was of the opinion that it could possibly not “micro-manage” criminal prosecutions of 
mob lynchings and violence in “different areas or different States” sitting in Delhi. 

        ,                2025       ,                                        “            

              ”                औ                              “   -     ”               

 It urged victims to approach local courts and State authorities to comply with the directions 
in the 2018 judgment to prevent and fairly investigate hate crimes and communal violence. 

                                                  औ                         ए       2018 

                                       औ                                 औ               
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24F. On the independence of the EC 

च                       
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 An independent Election Commission is the bedrock of Indian democracy. 

ए       च                                        

 To ensure that it remains so, various safeguards are built into the basic structure of the 
Constitution 

                       ए                   च                                 ए  ए    

 Free and fair elections are key to a successful and vibrant democracy, a maxim included in 
the Basic Structure of the Constitution via Indira Gandhi versus Raj Narain (1975). 

     औ                 औ                        ,                                   

(1975)                              च                      

 Adult franchise under Article 326 is the bedrock of democracy, and any procedural 

impropriety affects its sanctity. 

       326                                          , औ                          

                            

On Selecting the EC 

च                       

 The appointment process became controversial after the passage of the Chief Election 
Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Office 
and Terms of Office) Act, 2023, replacing the 1991 Act. 

    च          औ     च          (      ,             औ         )        , 2023 

                                           ई,       1991                              

 The 2023 Act provides that commissioners are appointed by the President based on a 
selection committee comprising the Prime Minister, a Union Minister, and the Leader of 
Opposition. 

2023                                                         ,               औ          

                                        

 It was alleged that the Act contravened the Supreme Court‟s decision in Anoop Baranwal 
versus Union of India, 2023, which included the Chief Justice of India in the committee. 

                                               , 2023                      ,           

                                                   

 The Act has been challenged again in Jaya Thakur versus Union of India, 2024. 

                                     , 2024                    ई     

 The next hearing is scheduled for March 2026. 

          ई   च  2026      ए              

The Constitutional mandate 

                 

 The Constitution of India, under Article 324, provides for a permanent Election 
Commission with powers of superintendence, direction and control of elections of the 
President, Vice-President, Parliament and State legislatures. 

               ,        324       , च                    ,          ,      औ      

       ड                         ,        औ                        ए                   

                  

 This constitutional basis and permanency creates a background for the independence of the 
Commission. 

                  औ                                                 

 The 2023 Act provides that the CEC will hold office for six years or until the age of 65, 
whichever is earlier. 

2023                       च                               65              ,         

  ,        

 The most significant provision ensuring independence is the removal process of the CEC 
and election commissioners. 
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                                                 च          औ     च               

                   

 Clause (5) of Article 324 states that the CEC can be removed only like a Supreme Court 
judge under Article 124(4) on grounds of proved misbehaviour or incapacity. 

       324(5)               च                         124(4)                      

                                  ,               च                        

 Under Article 324(5), the conditions of service of the CEC cannot be varied to their 
disadvantage during tenure. 

       324(5)                                च                                     

                   

 The removal of other election commissioners is done by the President on the advice of the 
CEC. 

                                    च                                    

 The Supreme Court in Vineet Narain versus Union of India, 1997 held that the CEC shall 
not give advice suo motu. 

                          , 1997                             च                    

                

 This provision balances executive power and independence of election commissioners. 

                            औ  च                                                   

The CEC‟s position 

    च                  

 Article 324 provides for an Election Commission consisting of a CEC and other 
commissioners, including provision for regional commissioners. 

       324               च          औ                 च                    

                     

 In 1989, the Commission became multi-member, but the two additional posts were abolished 
in 1990. 

1989           -         ,       1990                           ए  ए  

 Again on October 1, 1993, using Article 324(2), it was made permanently multi-member, 
validated by the Supreme Court in T. N. Seshan versus Union of India (1995). 

    1       1993           324(2)                             -               ,      

                .   .                    (1995)              

 Clause (3) of Article 324 states that when an Election Commissioner is appointed, the CEC 
shall act as Chairman of the Commission. 

       324(3)                                      ,        च                      

                     

 The Article makes clear that the CEC has certain exclusive powers and presides over 

meetings when the Commission is multi-member. 

                            च                                          औ    -

                                          

 The objective is to ensure elections are conducted by an administrator while making 
decisions consensus-based and democratic. 

                                                   च         औ                     

                   

 Such provisions help ensure the independence of this constitutional body. 

                                                        

The Procedure to Remove the CEC 

    च                            

 The procedure to remove the CEC is very complex and rigorous, and it is a quasi-judicial 
Parliamentary procedure. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
8 

    च                                     औ          औ     ए     -             

          

 The complexity ensures independence from arbitrary government action. 

                                                             

 The Representation of the People Act, 1950 and 1951 focuses on electoral procedures, 
voter registration and candidate qualifications, while Section 11 of the 2023 Act provides 

the removal procedure. 

                    1950 औ  1951 च           ,                औ              

           ,      2023                 11                          

 For removal, Article 324(5) must be read with Article 124(4) to understand grounds and 
procedure. 

                          ए        324(5)           124(4)                      

 Section 3 of the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 deals with investigation into misbehaviour or 
incapacity. 

        (   च)         1968         3     च                                   

 If notice is given in Lok Sabha, at least 100 members must sign; in Rajya Sabha, at least 50 
members must sign. 

                          ए             100                       ,             

            50                         

 The Speaker or Chairman may admit or refuse the motion. 

                                                  

 The Speaker or Chairman then constitutes a three-member committee consisting of Chief 
Justice of India or Supreme Court Judge, Chief Justice of High Court and a 
distinguished jurist. 

                                                                                    

       ,                          औ                                    

 If notice is given in both Houses on the same day, the committee is formed only after both 
Houses admit the motion. 

                                         ए                                            

           

 Definite charges must be framed and communicated for investigation. 

          ए                  औ            ए          ए  

 The CEC must be given reasonable opportunity to present defence, ensuring the 
Doctrine of Natural Justice and Rule of Fair Hearing. 

    च              च                  च                 च    ,                   

          औ                                      

 In case of alleged physical or mental incapacity, medical examination by a medical 
board appointed by the Speaker or Chairman must be conducted. 

                                      ,                              च       ड  

                                  ए  

The Political Angle 

              

 Though the Opposition has said it will use democratic tools to move a motion against the 
CEC, it is unlikely to pass because the ruling alliance has majority in Parliament. 

                                                     च                          ए  , 

                                                                                  

 The ruling government has rejected allegations of bias. 

                                                    

 While dissent is not wrong, politicisation of constitutional bodies would harm Indian 
democracy. 

                          ,                     ओ                                 
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 The political safeguards in the Constitution must be protected. 

                                                           ए  

 Any dilution would be politically sensitive as it affects fair elections and balance of power 
between the Government and independent institutions. 

                                                   च     औ                     ओ  

     च                             

 The guiding principle of Indian democracy is a balance between state authority and citizen 
liberty. 

                                       औ                          च            
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24F M.P. govt. to extend Bhavantar scheme to mustard farmers for pricing power 

                                                                            

24F WhatsApp tells SC it does not share data with Meta 

                                                  ड                   
 

24F. Rescue efforts on after 

air ambulance with 7 aboard 
crashes in Jharkhand 

      ड    7                  

                             

             च             
 The Beechcraft C90 plane 

operated by Redbird Airways lost 
contact with air traffic control 
around 20 minutes after take off. 

   ड ड                      

  च    C90                    

        20                     

                         

 An Aircraft Accident 
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) team 

is being dispatched for investigation. 

           ए           ड   

               (AAIB)    ए      

                

 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
0 

24F. „Adulterated milk‟ claims four lives in Andhra 
Pradesh 

 „           ‟                च                   

 Four elderly persons have died from acute renal failure after 
consuming adulterated milk in Rajamahendravaram City in Andhra 
Pradesh, the East Godavari district administration said on Monday. 

                                                                      

                                                                         

         ई  

 Officials said 12 people, including the dead, had taken ill after 
consuming the milk. 

                                    12                                   

     

 Eight victims are suffering from anuria (absence of urine), and 
are undergoing treatment and dialysis. 

                  (          )             औ         च       

ड                   

24F. M.P. govt. to extend Bhavantar scheme to mustard 

farmers for pricing power 

                                                  

                          

 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav declared in the 
Assembly on Monday that the State government is planning to extend the Bhavantar Yojana 

to mustard farmers to 
compensate them for the 
difference between the 
government procurement 
price and the market price. 

                         

                              

                            

                           

औ                              

    ई      ए                  

                                

 The Bhavantar Yojana, 

which pays farmers the 
difference if their crop is sold in 
the market at a price less than 
the government-declared 
Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

or procurement price, currently 
benefits soyabean farmers in 

the State. 

              ,               

                           

          (      )         

                                

                                        ,                                                       

 Meanwhile, the day‟s proceedings in the Assembly witnessed protests by Congress MLAs as 
they demanded that fresh registrations under the government‟s flagship Ladli Behna scheme 

be opened. 
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       ,                                                                   औ                

                         ए                               

 The scheme was launched by then Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan in March 2023 
with an allowance of ₹1,000 a month, which was increased to ₹1,250 in October the same 
year, ahead of the State Assembly election. 

                                     च            च  2023    ₹1,000                   

                    ई   ,                                    च                   ₹1,250 

             

 The current regime of Mr. Yadav increased the allowance amount to ₹1,500 in October this 
year. 

                                                              ₹1,500        

 As per the scheme, women between 21 and 60 years of age, and having an annual family 
income of less than ₹2.5 lakh, receive the monthly allowance from the State government. 

                , 21    60                       ए                            ₹2.5        

     ,                                                    

24F. WhatsApp tells SC it 
does not share data with 

Meta 

                          

                        ड    

               

 Will fully comply with 
National Company Law 
Appellate Tribunal directions on 

user consent for sharing data with 
parent company, it says as both 
challenge imposition of penalty of 
₹213.14 crore 

                                    

                                 

                                

                              ,     

        ,               ₹213.14 

                                

 The court was hearing 
petitions filed by Meta and 
WhatsApp against a National 
Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT) decision to 
uphold a ₹213.14-crore penalty 
imposed by the Competition 
Commission of India (CCI). 

            औ                    

                    ई          , 

                                

          (NCLAT)             

              ई   ,                           (CCI)         ए  ए ₹213.14                    

              

 The CCI had found WhatsApp‟s “take-it-or-leave-it” approach in its 2021 privacy policy an 
abuse of its market dominance. 

      ई    2021                             “             ,         छ   ”                
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 It found the prior consent sought from users to share their data with Meta “manufactured”. 

                                      ए                    ई               “     ई”      

 It had concluded that users were forced to share data for continued access to WhatsApp 
messaging services. 

                                                               ए                          

          ए                

 In an appeal last year, the NCLAT concluded that the “core principle is to remove exploitation 
by restoring user choice”. 

   छ                ए   ए ए                      “                                     

                    ” 

 “The users can be given choice if users retain the right to decide what data is collected from 
them, for which purposes, and for how long. We had also stated in our findings that any non-
essential collection or cross-use (like advertising etc.) can occur only with the concerned 
user‟s express and revocable consent,” the NCLAT had observed. 

 “                                                                                 -   

    ,             औ                 ए ए          ए                                     

  ई       -                -      (               )                              औ  

                                           ,” ए   ए ए             

 The tribunal had, however, found the CCI‟s five-year ban on sharing data for advertisement 

purposes “redundant”, considering that the user had already been given a choice to opt in or 
out. 

        ,                                 ए                        ई       च                

“      ”     ,           ए                                                                 

        

 WhatsApp has filed a comprehensive affidavit explaining its technology of end-to-end 
encryption, following scathing oral remarks from the Bench in the previous hearing on 
February 3. 

              ड-  -  ड                                  ए ए                          

  ,    3            छ        ई                                              

 The Bench had cautioned that it would not permit the platform and Meta to breach the right 
to privacy of millions of their “silent consumers” in India through the sharing and commercial 

exploitation of personal data. 

                                औ                       “            ”                    

        ,                    औ                          ,                          

 It had even compared sharing of private data to a “decent way of committing theft”. 

                                   “                     ”             

 Though WhatsApp and Meta had protested that users could “opt out” of the data-sharing 
provision, the court had persisted in its criticism. 

                 औ                   ए         ई                     -                  

“      ”           ,                                      

 Senior advocate Madhavi Goradia Divan, for CCI, said there was also a competition law 
concern attached to the case. 

      ई                                 ड                                             

                       ई    

 “Data-sharing has many facets. One may be privacy and data protection. But there is another 
aspect, protecting market and consumer, which stands on a totally different footing,” Ms. 
Divan submitted. 

 “                   ई               ए        औ                               ए  औ         —

      औ                 —                           ,”                         
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    ड                                 27                   

24F Parliamentary groups to seek legislative ties worldwide 

                                                   

24F Stick together 

              

24F UN chief decries „rule of force‟, says human rights under attack globally 

                    „          ‟            ,                                      

24F ICC begins hearing into ex-Philippine President 

                                                        

24F Wounds from the past, fear of future keep Ethiopia‟s Tigrayans on edge 

             औ          ड                                 च             
 

24F. Canadian PM arriving on 

February 27 for trade talks 

    ड                             

    27                   

 Carney to meet Modi on March 2 
and discuss new tie-ups in energy, AI, 
defence; officials hope the visit will reset 

the ties ruptured by allegations over killing 
of Khalistani separatist leader Nijjar. 

      2   च                           औ  

    ,    ,         ए                    ; 

                                 

                                    

                                           

       

 Canadian Prime Minister Mark 
Carney will travel to Mumbai and Delhi 

this week as part of a three-nation tour of 
India, Australia and Japan aimed at 

enhancing and diversifying Canada‟s trade 
relations, his office announced on Monday. 

                                     

    ,          औ                        

                  औ        ए   ,       

                                     औ  

              ,                          

              

 Ahead of the visit, External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar held talks with his 

Canadian counterpart, Anita Anand, on the sidelines of the Munich Security Forum last 
week. 

             ,              .             छ                                             ई 

                              

 During the visit, Mr. Carney is expected to focus on India-Canada trade negotiations for 

comprehensive economic partnership agreement, investment opportunities, cooperation in 
fossil fuel and nuclear energy, as well as critical minerals technology. 

              ,                -   ड             ,                           ,             , 
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           औ                                                                      

         

 Mr. Carney will meet Mr. Modi for official talks on Monday and fly that evening to Australia, 
before travelling to Tokyo to meet newly re-elected PM Sanae Takaichi. 

                                       ए                   औ                              , 

              -                             च                  ए     

 Mr. Carney‟s visit comes a month after his trip to Beijing, where Canada and China restored 
trade ties, visas, and reduced restrictions on Chinese electric vehicles. 

                                   ए                     ,         ड  औ  च                  

       ए,                  औ  च                                  ए  

 

24F. Parliamentary groups to seek legislative ties worldwide 

                                                   

 In a major step to deepen India‟s parliamentary engagement across the 
world, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has constituted Parliamentary Friendship 
Groups, aimed at strengthening inter-parliamentary cooperation and legislative 
dialogue, with more than 60 countries. 

                                                      ए                  , 

           ओ                                            ,                -

             औ                  60                                     

 A wide spectrum of political leaders are part of the groups. 

                           ओ     ए                     

 The first phase involves engagements with countries such as Sri Lanka, 
Germany, New Zealand, Switzerland, South Africa, Bhutan, Saudi Arabia, 
Israel, the Maldives, the U.S., Russia, members of the European Parliament, 
South Korea, Nepal, the U.K., France, Japan, Italy, Australia, Greece, 
Singapore, Brazil, Vietnam, Mexico, Iran, and the UAE. 

      च            ,      ,       ड,         ड,           ,      ,      

   ,       ,       ,        ,   ,                    ,            ,      , 

  .  .,     ,      ,     ,         ,    ,         ,      ,        ,       ,      

औ                                            

 These groups are expected to facilitate regular dialogue, exchange of 
legislative practices, and cooperation on trade, technology, culture, and shared 
global challenges. 

                          ,           ओ         -     औ       ,         , 

                      च                                             

 The initiative seeks to build on the Centre‟s post-Operation Sindoor 
outreach, which saw multiparty delegations representing India abroad on issues 
of national interest. 

                                                                             

       ,                                                                    

         ड              ए     
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24F. Stick together 

              

 After his talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
India and Brazil agreed to try and double trade to $30 
billion by 2030, and signed agreements on critical 
minerals, steel mining, and digital cooperation to 
diversify beyond China-led supply chains. 

                                        औ           2030    

         30     ड                               औ  

            ,          औ   ड                     

  ए      च  -                       ओ                   ई 

        

 Mr. Lula, along with French President Emmanuel 
Macron, was among about 20 leaders at India‟s AI Impact 
Summit and was later accorded a state visit. 

       ,                                     ,             

                        20     ओ              औ      

                            ई  

 India and Brazil are also key members of the 
BRICS grouping, IBSA, G-4 on UNSC reform, and co-
founders of the biofuel alliance, each facing challenges 
from Trump‟s policies on trade, territorial sovereignty, 
multilateralism, the UN, and fossil fuels. 

     औ                ,        ,                  

                 -4                औ                  

     -         ,                               ,       

       ,        ,            औ                        

                   

 As a former trade union leader, he said the only 

way to tackle geopolitical uncertainty was for countries to 
“unionise”, rather than cutting deals individually with 
Washington, which leaves smaller nations at a 

disadvantage. 

        ड                                      -         

                      ए                    “          ”   , 

                        -               ,       छ    

                       

 The words are particularly important for both Delhi 
and Brasilia, as both have negotiated with the Trump 
administration on tariffs, but have not yet signed trade 
deals with the U.S. 

           औ                      ए           ,             

                               च        ,              

                                            ए     
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24F. UN chief decries „rule of force‟, says human rights 
under attack globally 

                    „          ‟            ,           

                           

 UN chief decries „rule of force‟, says human rights under 
attack globally 

                    „          ‟            ,                 

                     

 United Nations secretary-general Antonio Guterres warned on 
Monday that “the rule of force” was spreading, as the powerful trample 
on international law. 

                                                                “      

    ”           ,                                                    

 “Human rights are under a full-scale attack around the world,” Mr. Guterres told the opening of the 
UN Human Rights Council‟s annual session in Geneva. 

24F. ICC begins hearing into ex-Philippine President 

                                                        

 ICC begins hearing into ex-Philippine President 

  ई                                            ई        

 Rodrigo Duterte personally authorised murders and hand-picked some of the 
victims of his “war on drugs”, the International Criminal Court (ICC) heard on 

Monday, as proceedings against the former Philippines President kicked off.  

                          ड                   “ड               ”           ओ     

                      औ    छ                    ,                             

               (ICC)         ई                 ई,                            

 ई  
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24F. Wounds from the past, fear of future keep Ethiopia‟s Tigrayans on edge 

             औ          ड                                 च             

 Wounds from the past, fear of future keep Ethiopia‟s Tigrayans on edge 

             औ                                                     ए    

 The 37-year-old tour guide in Ethiopia‟s northern region of Tigray says his bookings have 
dried up, ATMs in the city of Mekele are empty, and he is considering leaving a country 

where he can no longer afford to live. 

                                37                                                  ई   , 

              ए  ए         , औ               छ                                               

               

 “If war arises again, I think the situation will be even more severe than before,” he says. 

 “                     ,                                                   ,”             

 “My colleagues and I are now facing serious economic and moral crises, even before hearing 
the sound of any gun.” 

 “                                                  औ                 औ                      

          ” 

 There is a tense calm in Mekele, the regional capital, but tensions have been rising again 
between local authorities and Ethiopia‟s government in Addis Ababa, the federal capital. 

                                          ,                   औ                           

                                                     

 Tigray has been bracing for the possibility of renewed conflict after the parties signed a 
peace deal in November 2022, ending fighting that killed thousands of people as Ethiopian 
government troops, backed by allied forces from neighbouring Eritrea, fought Tigrayan 

forces. 

       2022                                                              ए                 

      ,             ई       ई                           ए   ,                             

                            ई                                     ई        

 Now, Tigray‟s rulers accuse Ethiopian federal authorities of breaching that agreement with 
drone strikes. 

   ,                        ई                     ड                ए                       

                 

 At the same time, Ethiopia‟s government accuses Eritrea of pivoting to mobilise and fund 
armed groups in Tigray, with which it shares a border. 

        ,                                                                   औ           

                       ,                              

 Some observers see a possible war trigger in Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed‟s forceful stance 
on efforts to regain Red Sea access for landlocked Ethiopia through Eritrea, which was lost 
when Eritrea gained independence from Ethiopia in 1993 after decades of guerrilla warfare. 

   छ                                                                          ,              

  -                    ए                       ड          च                                 

             ,    1993                                                                         ई 

    

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED   24 February 2026 

24F „Self-reliance key to India‟s ambition of becoming maritime superpower‟ 

 „                                                         ‟ 

24F India‟s energy shift through the green ammonia route 

                                                 

24F The explosive rise and inherent risks of prediction markets 
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   ड                          औ                  

24F What happens to India‟s Russian oil imports, $500-bn U.S. import goal? 

                      औ  500     ड                                 ? 

24F Focus on core business, stop mis-selling insurance products, FM tells banks 

                    ,                                :                          
 

 
 

24F. „Self-reliance key to India‟s ambition of becoming maritime superpower‟ 

 „                                                         ‟ 

 The Minister spoke about India‟s push towards green shipping fuels, shipbuilding 
expansion, and progress of the Sagarmala projects. 

                        ,                     , औ                   ओ                  

                            

 Edited excerpts: 

            : 

 How does the Centre plan to scale green hydrogen and e-methanol hubs to ensure India 
leads as the primary bunker destination for global green shipping corridors by 2030? 

              ड     औ   -                                                      2030         

                              ए                                     ? 

 When Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the National Hydrogen Mission, it was to 
promote green transport to achieve a blue economy. 

                                   ड                  ,                              

          ए                              
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 As follow-up action, we are developing infrastructure, so that in the near future, hydrogen, 
ammonia, and all our renewable energy can be promoted. 

              ई         ,                                                           ड    , 

       , औ                                               

 Our target is to combat climate change. 

                                    

 Given the nation‟s goal to reach the top five countries in the ship-building sector, what are 

the specific execution milestones up ahead? 

                            च                                        ए,                       

                ? 

 For this, the Prime Minister has indicated two paths: Maritime India Vision 2030 and 
Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047. 

        ए                        ए   :             ड        2030 औ                         
2047 

 As part of this, by 2030, we will be one of the top 10 ship-building nations in the world, and 
by 2047, we will be among the top five. 

         , 2030                      10                           , औ  2047            च    

            

 The Sagarmala programme has been witnessing a reduction in funds. 

                                                 

 Will that affect any ongoing projects in Tamil Nadu? 

               ड                                      ? 

 

 

 
24F. India‟s energy shift through the green ammonia route 
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India Energy Week and Green Ammonia 

   ड            औ              

 At the inaugural session of the India Energy Week (IEW), in January 2026, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi highlighted investment opportunities worth $500 billion across the energy 

sector. 

      2026       ड                                                   ऊ           500     

ड                                      

 As India moves from energy security to energy independence, the affordability of clean 
energy such as green hydrogen and its derivatives is critical for long-term competitiveness. 

    -                                                      ,        ड                  

                                         ए             

 From fertilizers to clean energy and marine fuel, green ammonia applications are now 

wide-ranging. 

     ,         औ                                                         

 Green ammonia, produced by combining nitrogen with green hydrogen, is leading the 
adoption of green hydrogen globally. 

           ,             औ         ड                         ,                    ड     

                   

 Its strategic adoption is advancing in regions such as the European Union, India and South 
Korea. 

                              ,      औ                                       

 Global Procurement and Market Formation 

           औ               

 Aggregated procurement mechanisms are laying the foundation for a global green 
ammonia market. 

                 ए                                             

 Examples include H2Global‟s tender under the EU hydrogen import strategy, South Korea‟s 
Clean Hydrogen Portfolio Standard (CHPS) for bulk ammonia fuel, and SECI tender under 
the SIGHT programme of India‟s National Green Hydrogen Mission. 

                              ड                           H2Global       ,             

          ड                    , औ                        ड             SIGHT 

                 SECI                  

Green ammonia auction 

                   

 Compared to global practices, India‟s SECI green ammonia auction saw broader 
participation with 15 bidders and 7 successful awardees. 

                                SECI                       15          औ  7            

       ए,                           

 Under the SIGHT programme, SECI issued a tender in June 2024 for up to 724,000 tonnes 
annually across 13 fertilizer plants. 

SIGHT                      2024    SECI    13                    ए        7,24,000        

                           

 The discovered prices of green ammonia range from ₹49.75 to ₹64.74/kg ($572 to $744 per 
tonne). 

                     ई       ₹49.75    ₹64.74/     (572    744 ड          )            

 In India, grey ammonia price is as high as $515 per tonne. 

                           515 ड                  

 With the newly discovered green ammonia price supported by long-term contracts, the cost 
gap has significantly narrowed. 

                              ई                                                      
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 India‟s approach is shaping the global clean ammonia landscape due to low renewable 
energy costs, large-scale logistics, robust contract design and targeted incentives. 

                                                       ,                        

    ,                      ,                 च   औ                  

 As countries seek clean ammonia imports to decarbonise industry, power and transport, 
India‟s auction model can shape global market structures and accelerate adoption. 

    -             ,      औ            ड                    ए                         , 

                                   च                      औ                             

 However, sustaining momentum requires coordinated action from policymakers, 
developers and financiers. 

       ,              ए           ए     -       ओ , ड       औ         ओ           

                 

 Developers must ensure technical and financial due diligence, integrate hybrid renewable 
systems with storage, and adopt transparent monitoring frameworks. 

                  औ               ,   ड              ड               , औ  

                  च             ए  

 Policymakers need stable regulations on grid access, banking and incentives, strengthen 
safety standards, and align certification frameworks with global norms. 

    -               ड    च,        औ                      ,                      , औ  

            च                                    

 Long-tenor blended finance, backed by extended offtake agreements and risk-
mitigation tools, can improve project bankability and attract private capital. 

                   ,                            औ       -                    , 

                                औ                                

 These measures can strengthen investor confidence, accelerate scale-up, and position 
India as a global leader in clean ammonia markets. 

                                  ,                    औ                              
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24F. The explosive rise and inherent risks of prediction markets 

   ड                          औ                  

 Polymarket and Kalshi, two popular prediction market 
platforms, allow users to bet on anything from Bitcoin prices to 
bombings, raising a host of legal and ethical red flags. 

Polymarket औ  Kalshi,              ड                , 

               Bitcoin                                      

                                      ,        ई        औ        

 च                   

 Such prediction markets are also sparking interest in India 

       ड                        च                

 In a booming section of the Internet, gamblers do not restrict 
their bets to sports teams and horses.  

           ए                                                      औ                            

 They also bet on the possibility of Israel launching strikes against Gaza, the U.S. election 
results, the possible return of Jesus Christ, and the number of tweets Elon Musk might post 

on a given day. 

                                      ,         च           ,                      

     , औ                                                                 

 These bets are placed on prediction market platforms like Kalshi and Polymarket, where 
speculators bet on the outcomes of real world events including wars, the Oscars, ongoing 
court cases, gold prices, government proceedings, and even the local weather. 

        Kalshi औ  Polymarket         ड                       ए        ,                , 

   , च                  ,              ,                 औ                        

                ओ                                
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How do prediction markets work? 

   ड                         ? 

 A prediction market is a platform where users buy units of a „probable event‟ to make a 

profit when that event happens (or not). 

   ड         ए                                 „            ‟                           

                                    

 Generally, users can fund their trading accounts through crypto, credit/debit cards, or bank 
transfers. 

                                              ,    ड /ड       ड                               

                

 A platform fee may or may not be charged. 

                                           

 Once set up, users can browse topics such as science, sports, culture, finance to find an 

event to bet on. 

                                 ,    ,       ,                                    ए     ए      

         

 Kalshi and Polymarket both claim to be the largest prediction market platforms. 

Kalshi औ  Polymarket                          ड                           

 For transactions, Polymarket uses the USDC stablecoin, a non-official cryptocurrency 
pegged to the U.S. dollar, via the Polygon network. 

            ए Polymarket USDC                          ,            ड            ए  

   -                      औ     Polygon                                    

 Take a real question from Polymarket, as of February 4: “Will anyone be jailed over Epstein 
disclosures?” 

4          Polymarket    ए              : “                                    ?” 

 Here, „Yes‟ was worth 19 cents, while „No‟ was worth 82 cents. 

     „   ‟         19             „    ‟         82         

 Users choose to buy „Yes‟ or „No‟ shares, and these values may change based on 
developments. 

          „   ‟    „    ‟                   औ                                           

 Buying $100 worth of „Yes‟ shares meant getting $499.43 if someone was jailed. 

„   ‟    100 ड                                                  499.43 ड           

 Buying $100 worth of „No‟ shares meant getting $121.95 if no one was jailed. 

„    ‟    100 ड                                                    121.95 ड           

 The “unit” prices can change drastically at any time. 

“   ई”                                      

 Users can also sell their shares before the deadline to book profits or cut losses. 

                                         च                                            

 Prediction markets are surging in popularity due to their design, ease and social media 
virality. 

 ड    ,       औ          ड                                                          

    

 These platforms allow speculators to bet on real-world events they are familiar with instead 

of complex investment tools. 

                                     ओ                                                  , 

                           

 Prediction markets claim they rely on crowdsourced truth or crowd wisdom, reducing bias 

and deception as many people bet on outcomes they truly believe in. 

                                                                             ,       

      औ                                                                                       

                          

 Regarding controversial West Asia-related prediction markets that allow bets on future air 
strikes, Polymarket stated that after discussions with those directly affected, they believed 
prediction markets could provide answers better than TV news and X. 
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                                                                                    ड   

                 , Polymarket                                                               

        च   औ  X                                   

 Kalshi tells users they can make the same smart trades and strategic investments once 
limited to the financial elite. 

Kalshi                                               ड औ                                   

                                   

Why are they being criticised? 

        च                ? 

 Critics cite risks such as irresponsible gambling, betting on violence, spread of false 
news, and insider trading due to access to privileged information. 

                                -           ,             ,                    औ        

                                          

 In January 2025, Kalshi announced that Donald Trump Jr. joined as a strategic advisor. 

      2025    Kalshi                ड                                               

 ए  

 Mr. Trump Jr. claimed on X that people close to him used Kalshi on election night to know Mr. 
Trump had won “hours ahead of the fake news media”. 

              X                                               Kalshi                         

                     , “       च      ड                   ” 

 In August, reports said the Trump Jr.-linked 1789 Capital invested in Polymarket and he 

joined its advisory board. 

                                           1789 Capital    Polymarket               औ     

                            ए  

 Both platforms are active on Elon Musk-owned X and Meta-owned Instagram, posting 
clickbait-style news and presenting bets as fact-based statistics. 

                                   X औ  Meta               Instagram           ,      

                                   औ                                                

 Both Polymarket and Kalshi have published fake news in the past. 

Polymarket औ  Kalshi                                      

 Jeff Bezos once disputed Polymarket‟s claim that he advised Gen Z entrepreneurs to get 
“real world jobs” at McDonalds or Palantir. 

             Polymarket                                                    Gen Z         

   McDonalds    Palantir    “            ”                  

 Axios reported that Kalshi falsely posted about U.S.-Denmark discussions, leading to an 
official clarification from Denmark. 

Axios                   Kalshi           -ड                            ,           ड          

                          

Are prediction markets regulated? 

      ड                    ? 

 This is a grey area; regulated in some places and banned in others. 

   ए               ;   छ                   औ                  

 Kalshi says it is regulated by the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) 
but faces restrictions in several U.S. states. 

Kalshi                              ड     च       ड        (CFTC)                 ,       

 ई                                             

 33 countries including the U.S., Germany, U.K., and Singapore are restricted from 

accessing Polymarket. 

33                  ,      ,       औ                   , Polymarket                         

 Prediction markets are also drawing attention in India. 
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 Reddit users have asked whether betting on platforms like Polymarket is legal in India, while 
others explored ways to earn without attracting legal scrutiny. 

Reddit                  छ        Polymarket                                              

    ,                      च     च                                    
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24F. What happens to India‟s Russian oil imports, $500-bn U.S. import goal? 

                      औ  500     ड                                 ? 

 The Indian trade delegation‟s last-minute postponement of trip to Washington to finalise an 
Interim Agreement with the U.S., and the U.S. Supreme Court‟s order on tariffs both 

have implications for India‟s imports from Russia as well as the U.S. 

                                                    ए                                 

                                      औ                                         ,          

           औ                                

 The Indian delegation was to be in the U.S. on February 23-25 to finalise the Interim 
Agreement, which Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said could be implemented between 
mid-March and early April. 

                       23-25                                                           , 

                                                                                         

         

 However, sources in the Commerce Ministry on February 22 said that the meeting will be 
rescheduled “at a mutually convenient date”. 

        , 22                                                  “                            ”    

                    ए    

 “The two sides are of the view that the proposed visit of the Indian chief negotiator and the 
team be scheduled after each side has had the time to evaluate the latest developments and 
its implications,” the official said. 

               , “                                              औ                           

     ए                           औ                               ” 

 Mr. Goyal had earlier said India would be able to remove or lower tariffs for American imports 
only after a deal is signed. 

                                                           ए         ए                

  ए    

 The U.S., on the other hand, could so far modify tariffs through executive orders. 

         ,                                                                     

 Mr. Goyal had previously told The Hindu there were several items such as oil, LPG, LNG, 
aircraft and parts, parts for data centres and quantum computing that India needs but does 
not manufacture, and so would need to import. 

                                         , ए     , ए ए   ,       औ           ,           औ  

                             ई    ए    ,                                                 

    ,     ए                    

 India‟s imports of electronic parts grew 117% year-on-year to about $2.1 billion in April-
December 2025. 

     -       2025                                            -  -    117%           

2.1                  

 Similarly, the import of telecom instruments rose 25% and organic chemicals by almost 34%. 

        ,                          25% औ                        34%      

 A joint statement said India intends to import $500 billion worth of energy products, aircraft 
and aircraft parts, precious metals, technology products, and coking coal from the U.S. over 
the next 5 years. 

 ए                                                            500                 ऊ    

    ,       औ           ,           ए ,             औ                                   

 The European Union (EU) also said the U.S. must provide more clarity before the EU 
Parliament can ratify the U.S.-EU deal. 

             (ई  )              ई                    -ई                                     औ  
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24F. Focus on core 
business, stop mis-

selling insurance 
products, FM tells 
banks 

                  

  ,                    

            :             

             

 Focus on core 
business, stop mis-selling 
insurance products, FM 

tells banks 

                    ,      

                          , 

                         

 Commercial banks 
to focus on their core 
business of lending and 

deposit mobilisation and stop 
mis-selling of insurance products, which had reached alarming proportions. 

                                                                 ऋ       औ                     

                    औ                                 ,     च                       

    

 Answering a question at a press conference held after the customary post Budget meeting 
with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) board of directors in New Delhi, the FM asked banks 
to return to traditional banking functions rather than mis-selling insurance and non-core 
products. 

                  (RBI)                                                                      

                                ए                  ए,                           औ     -     

                                                                 

  “I am glad that the RBI is coming up with guideline that why mis-selling is not going to be 

entertained. 

 “                     ई        ड                                                      

  ए    

 The message should go to the banks that they can not afford to mis-sell.” 

                         ए                                   ” 

 In a clarification, the Finance Ministry said, “The FM had said she does not clearly know if 
mis-selling is an offence under Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). 

 ए                             , “                                                      

           (BNS)                 ए                    

 And banks should focus on their core business.” 

 औ                                          ए ” 

 “She did not categorically state that mis-selling is an offence.” the Ministry clarified. 

 “                                        ए          ,”                    

 The 621st meeting of the Central Board of Directors of the Reserve Bank of India was 
held today at New Delhi under the Chairmanship of Governor Sanjay Malhotra. 

                                    ड     621                                        

                       ई  

 “The Board assessed the global and domestic economic landscape, factoring in the 
challenges arising from geopolitical developments and financial market volatility,” the RBI 

said in a statement. 
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      ई    ए             , “              औ                                ,         -

                औ                                                             ” 

 
 

GS Paper III: S&T,  

TOPICS COVERED   24 February 2026 

24F Doctors suspect neurotoxin to be reason for seafood poisoning at hotel in Kerala 

 ड                                ड                                         

24F Unusual ancient gene governs sex of ant, bee, wasp newborns 

च    ,       ,                                                     च       

24F AI for all 

               
 

 

24F. Doctors suspect 
neurotoxin to be reason 
for seafood poisoning at 

hotel in Kerala 

 ड                    

            ड            

                       

      

 Food safety authorities as 
well as doctors who treated 
persons hospitalized with acute 
condition after consuming seafood 
from a restaurant at Vizhinjam in 
Thiruvananthapuram have 

pointed to the possibility of a 
neurotoxin present in the food. 

                            ए  

                                  

                              

                                    औ  ड                                                 

   ई     

 They suspect that the seafood, which triggered serious symptoms, was contaminated by a 
naturally occurring and extremely potent marine neurotoxin, tetrodotoxin (TTX). 

                                                                   ए           औ       

                             ड       (TTX)              

Present in fish roe? 

              ड              ? 

 They also pinpoint fish roe (eggs) to be the possible culprit, as all those who ended up in 

hospitals had consumed this seafood delicacy. 

                  ड   (      )                      ,                                   

                    

 contamination, food safety officials had veered towards the angle that fish contaminated by 
marine algal toxins could have led to the deaths. 

                                  ई                                                 ,     
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                                                                                छ            

                 

 Tetrodotoxin (TTX) is one of the most powerful neurotoxins known, which is very heat-
stable. 

      ड       (TTX)                                  ए    ,           -             

 This toxin has no known antidote and ingestion leads to severe, often fatal, paralysis. 

             ई            (ए      )         औ                    ,         ,                

    

24F. AI for all 

               

 While statistics shared by AI firms have frequently cited India 
as the biggest user base outside the U.S., the crowds over the week 

were the biggest indicator of just how keen many Indians are to adopt 
this technology. 

ए ई                                                               

                               ,                                  

                                                    ए            

    

 At its core, the summit was a continuation of a series of 
annual multilateral discussions on AI, and 89 countries have 

signed a declaration laying out a voluntary set of commitments to 
share knowledge on AI democratisation. 

         ,                                    चच  ओ            

              , औ  89                                             

  ए                                     ए  

 India‟s data centre capacity is growing healthily, but the AI 

moment calls for further momentum, a difficult ask when the costs of 
graphics processing units (GPUs) driving AI push up the cost of 
domestic deployment so much, not to mention the additional electrical 
capacity that must be built. 

        ड                               ,       ए ई              

औ                  ,                                       

(      )                                        औ                      

               

 This is a technology with enormous scope for economic and 
social disruption. 

   ए                           औ                         

            

 Countries must use the annual AI forum to collectively build 
tools and safety standards that can exercise actual leverage over 
how LLMs diffuse throughout society. 

                      च                       औ             

                ए                       ड                    

                     

 Leadership of the Global South entails empowering countries 
that are individually vulnerable to collateral damage in an era of great 
power rivalries. 

                                                              

                                        

 As a country of enthusiastic AI adopters, India has the 
leverage and capacity to articulate an optimistic but prudent way forward for AI 
governance, and the summit declaration showed no signs of this power. 

                                                                                      

          ,                                           
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 The summit‟s central pillar remains an important one: for AI to be a net good, its capabilities 
need to be democratised. 

                                : ए ई                                 ए             

                       

 As India closes its digital divide, there cannot be an inference gap. 

    -           ड                           ,                           ए  

 
 

GS Paper III: Environment, 

TOPICS COVERED   24 February 2026 

24F Top court seeks Centre‟s response on proposal to tackle air pollution 

                                                                 

24F India a big contributor to global toxicity by pesticides 

                                                          

24F QUIZ 
 

 

24F. Top court seeks Centre‟s response on proposal to tackle air pollution 
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 The Supreme Court on Monday asked the Centre to consider a proposal to shift coal-based 
industries out of the Delhi-NCR while agreeing to examine a suggestion to bar coal-based 
thermal power plants within 300 km of the national capital as measures to ensure clean air. 

                                    -                                                   

                         ,                                                               

300                                                                                     

         ई  

 A three-judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant sought replies from the 
Union Ministries of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Power and 
Petroleum on the aspect of shifting coal-based industries outside Delhi-NCR. 

                                         -                        -               

                                                        ,    औ                        

(MoEFCC),       औ                                    

 The recommendation was mooted by the Commission for Air Quality Management 
(CAQM). 

                                   (CAQM)               ई     

 “On the issue of abatement of industry pollution, the Commission has suggested the 
following long-term measures...The commission has recommended that, considering the 
emissions from coal-based thermal power plants, henceforth, no new coal-based thermal 
power plant may be established within 300 kilometres of Delhi,” the Bench observed. 

 “औ                                                                  ए   ...        

                      ए                                 300                          

                                              ए,”             

 

 
24F. India a big contributor to global toxicity by pesticides 

                                                          

 India is among just four countries that 
contribute almost 70% to the world‟s total applied 
toxicity (TAT) in the form of pesticides directed 

at agricultural pests, but in effect unleashes 
collateral damage among “non-target” species. 

             च                                   

                (TAT)         70%        

       ,                    ए         ए           

                     ,                   “   -

    ”                      

 In 2022, at the United Nations 
Biodiversity Conference, countries committed to 
reducing pesticide risk by 50% by 2030. 

2022                                             

2030                     50%            

           

 China, Brazil, the U.S., and India are the 
biggest contributors of global TAT, accounting for 
nearly 70%. 

च  ,      ,         औ             TAT         

                 ,         70%               

 Pesticides were used copiously on fruits, 
vegetables, maize, soybean, rice, and other 
cereals. 

                            ,       ,    , 

       , च    औ                         

 The study also found that toxicity 
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increased in India, the U.S., Brazil and countries in Africa. 

                              ,        ,       औ                                    

 To estimate TAT at a national level, the scientists checked the annual amount of pesticide 
used in agriculture in the study countries and the compounds‟ toxicity and lethality for 
di•erent non-target species, such as pollinators, aquatic plants, invertebrates, •sh, 
terrestrial arthropods, soil organisms, terrestrial vertebrates, and plants. 

             TAT                      ए                                            ए  ए        

             औ           -                            ,          ,        ,        , 

          ड,         ,             औ                             औ            

         

 The researchers found that terrestrial arthropods were most a•ected, followed by soil 
organisms and •sh. 

                               ड                    ,                   औ          

        ई   

 The toxicity has been a•ecting people as well. 

                                          

 “These chemicals now permeate daily life in ways that are often invisible: in wall paints, 
incense sticks, furniture, aircraft cabins, stored grains, and even temple prasad,” the 
author, Narasimha Reddy Donthi, an independent public policy expert, wrote. 

“                                                   :               ,       ,    च ,       

        ,             औ                          ,”                  ड    , ए       

                    ,          

 The Insecticides Act 1968 focuses on agricultural use, with few provisions for “ordinary 
use” in homes, hotels, construction sites, and transport systems, he added. 

                1968                       , औ      ,       ,             औ         

                             ए                 ,              

 The 1968 Act is obsolete, Mr. Donthi told The Hindu. 

                   1968                        च        

 “The use, misuse, and overuse have changed since 1968. Pesticides have become more 
toxic. They are persistent across food, water and soil.” 

“1968             ,         औ                                                  ए    

औ      ,      औ                      ” 

 India uses at least 66 pesticides that are banned elsewhere, he added. 

                            66                                                        

 The new Pesticides Management Bill 2025 is expected to be passed in March this year. 

                         2025          च                            

 It aims to reduce the risk to the environment and push for pesticides that are biological 
and based on traditional knowledge. 

                                     औ                                          

                  

 But without taking expert inputs, it could be worse-off than the 1968 Act, he said. 

                                        1968                                

 “India needs a long-term transformation policy in agriculture, shifting away from „green 
revolution‟ packages, which includes pesticides, in view of the farmers‟ crisis, climate 
change, chemical-residue laden environment. Liability has to be inbuilt into law, as a 

policy,” Mr. Donthi said. 

“                                                   ,                                    , 

                      ,                 ,                औ                     

                                                               ए,”                  

 As the environmental activist Rachel Carson wrote in her 1962 book Silent Spring: “If we 

are going to live so intimately with these chemicals eating and drinking them, taking them into 
the very marrow of our bones,” we had better know something about the power of the “who‟s 
who of pesticides”. 

                           च                1962                            : “          
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                                     औ           , औ                                        ,” 

       “                ”                      ए  

24F. QUIZ: Proverb: Make Hay While the Sun Shines 

 The proverb “Make hay while the sun shines” means one should 
use favourable opportunities at the right time before they pass.  

  In modern life, it teaches time management, preparedness, and 
productivity. 

  Students should study when they have time, and societies must use 

periods of stability and growth to build long-term progress and resilience. 

Time Perception Type: Prospective 

 Prospective time perception occurs when a person actively monitors time while an event 
is happening. 

 Psychological research explains that the more attention given to time, the longer the 
duration appears.  

 This concept is widely used in cognitive psychology and behavioural studies. For 

example, during exams or waiting situations, people consciously track time, which influences 

judgment, planning, and performance efficiency in real-life activities. 

Part of Nervous System: Sympathetic Nervous System 

 The sympathetic nervous system, a division of the autonomic nervous system, regulates 
involuntary body functions including control of blood flow to the skin and fingers, which 

influences finger temperature.  

 It causes vasoconstriction in cold conditions to conserve body heat and vasodilation in 
warm conditions to release heat, maintaining thermal balance. 

 This mechanism is essential for thermoregulation and homeostasis. Scientific and medical 

studies confirm that sympathetic nerve activity directly controls peripheral blood vessels, 
thereby regulating skin and finger temperature efficiently. 

Principle: Gresham‟s Law 

 Gresham‟s Law states that “bad money drives out good money” when both circulate at 

the same face value by law. 

 People tend to spend money with lower intrinsic value (debased or overvalued currency) 
and hoard money with higher intrinsic value (full-value coins or stable currency). 

 The principle, discussed in standard economics texts, explains currency behaviour during 
inflation, debasement, or parallel currency circulation. 

  It highlights how public confidence and legal tender rules influence spending, saving 

patterns, and overall monetary stability in an economy. 

Climate Phenomenon: Tipping Points 

 Tipping points in climate science refer to critical thresholds where small changes can trigger 
irreversible and self-reinforcing environmental shifts. 

 Once crossed, systems such as ice sheets, rainforests, or ocean currents may undergo 

rapid transformation, even if global temperatures stabilise later.  

 Scientific assessments, including findings reported in international climate research and 
recognised in environmental studies curricula, warn that exceeding certain warming levels 
increases these risks. 

 Tipping points highlight the urgency of mitigation policies to prevent long-term ecological, 
economic, and social consequences. 
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GS Paper III: IS 

TOPICS COVERED   24 February 2026 

24F Centre unveils policy to tackle terror threats 

                                                            
 

 
 

24F. Centre unveils policy to tackle terror threats 

                                                            

 PRAHAAR states that India faces terrorist threats on all three fronts — water, land and 
air; capacities have been developed to protect critical sectors of the economy, it adds. 

 PRAHAAR                            ,    औ      —                                      

              ;                                                                    ए     ए  

           ई     

 The policy aims at criminalising all terrorist acts and denying terrorists, their financiers and 
supporters access to funding, weapons and safe havens, says the Union Home Ministry. 

                                                               ,                औ  

             ,        औ                                                    ,           

                   

 The Union Home Ministry on Monday released the country‟s first-ever anti-terror policy, 
emphasising that other than terror sponsored from across the border, criminal hackers and 
nation states continue to target India through cyber-attacks. 

                                                  -                 ,                     

                                                        औ      -                      

                                      

 The policy — titled PRAHAAR — has been uploaded on the Ministry‟s website. 

 PRAHAAR                                                         

 It states that India faces terrorist threats on all three fronts — water, land and air — and that 
capacities have been developed to protect critical sectors of the economy, including power, 
railways, aviation, ports, defence, space and atomic energy, from both state and non-
state actors. 

                              ,    औ      —                                              
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       औ             -                   ,      ,       ,        ,    ,        औ         

                                                 ए     ए             ई     

 The Hindu first reported on December 23, 2025, that the National Counter Terrorism 
Policy and Strategy had been finalised and would be released soon. 

                      23        2025                                    -          औ         

                           औ                     ए    

 The policy underlines that “India does not link terrorism to any specific religion, 
ethnicity, nationality or civilisation”. 

                                    “                              ,        ,             

                  ”  

Cross-border terrorism 

                  

 However, it notes that India has been affected by “sponsored terrorism” from across the 
border, with “Jihadi terror outfits as well as their frontal organisations” continuing to 

plan, coordinate, facilitate and execute terror attacks. 

        ,                                                                     ,      “       

            औ                   ”                                     ,          , 

                 औ                         ए     

 “India has been on the target of global terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda and IS, which 
have been trying to incite violence in the country through sleeper cells,” it says, adding that 

extremists operating from foreign countries have hatched conspiracies to promote terrorism. 

                    “       -      औ                                                   , 

                                                             ,” औ                       

                                                                         

 Increasingly, terrorist groups are engaging organised criminal networks for logistics and 

recruitment to execute and facilitate terror strikes in India,” the policy says. 

                                                                          औ                    

  ए                                          औ           ए                  

 The Ministry said there is a move to establish a uniform anti-terrorism structure across 
States, as standardisation of processes and procedures would ensure similar and 
synergistic responses to terror attacks. 

                                          -        च                               ए    

      ,               औ                                                 औ        

                       

 It said that the policy aims to criminalise all terrorist acts and deny access to terrorists, their 
financiers and supporters access to funds, weapons and safe havens. 

                                                                        औ             , 

               औ               ,        औ                                           

 The policy flags that Counter Terrorism (CT) agencies face the threat of state and non-
state actors misusing drones and robotics for lethal purposes. 

                        ई              -     (CT)                       औ     -         

     ड    औ                                           

 As a way forward, the policy suggests that to make appropriate cases against the 
perpetrators of acts of terrorism, there is a need to associate legal experts at every stage 
of investigation. 

                                                                                                

     ए    च       च                                             

 “Terrorist groups based outside nowadays use the infrastructure, logistics and terrain 
knowledge of local outfits for launching attacks. 

                       “                                               ए               

      च ,         औ                                    

 National actions, coupled with international and regional cooperation, are key elements in 
addressing the transnational terrorism challenge,” it emphasises. 
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                                                    ,                   औ             , 

                      च                               

 The policy further states that for propaganda, communication, funding and guiding terror 
attacks, these terror groups use social media platforms, instant messaging applications, 
and technological advancements such as encryption, dark web and crypto wallets, 

enabling them to operate anonymously. 

                            च  ,   च  ,         औ                                    ए 

                   ड          ,                  ,            , ड        औ             

                                 ,                                        

 It also flags that disrupting or intercepting terrorist efforts to access CBRNED (Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, Explosive, Digital) materials remains a challenge for 

CT agencies. 

                                              CBRNED (        ,      ,         ,       , 

      ,  ड    )                                                        -     ए           

  ए ए                    

 The threat of state and non-state actors misusing drones and robotics for lethal purposes 

remains another area of concern. 

 ड    औ                                    औ     -                                 ए  

औ                 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS(GS Paper IV and Essay)   

TOPICS COVERED   24 February 2026 

24F Rahul, „Mohammad‟ Deepak hit it out, Cong. leader to join „Hulk‟ gym 

     , „     ‟                ,             „  ‟                
 

24F. Rahul, „Mohammad‟ Deepak hit it out, 

Cong. leader to join „Hulk‟ gym 

     , „     ‟                ,             

„  ‟                

 Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi on Monday met Deepak Kumar from 
Uttarakhand who confronted right-wing activists when 
they allegedly harassed a 71-year-old Muslim 
garment seller over the name of his shop. 

                                                    ड 

                           ,                           

               71                                  

                                                

 Mr. Kumar had identified himself as 
„Mohammad‟ Deepak to the men who had pressured 

the garment seller to change the name of his shop on 
Republic Day. 

                                                   

                                                   

„     ‟                

  “setting an example of unity, brotherhood, and courage — one that will inspire every 
young person in the country to muster the courage to fight against injustice and hatred.” 

                              ड                               औ                          

 ए                   ,    च    औ                            ,                           

औ                                   
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 Mr. Kumar, who runs the Hulk gym in Kotdwar town of Uttarakhand, said that the incident 
on Republic Day, registration of a first information report, and subsequent protests by 
Vishva Hindu Parishad and Bajrang Dal members have taken a toll on his business. 

       ड                                                                         ,    

                   , औ                                                                    

                     

 He had said that the spirit of harmony and courage should be reflected among the country‟s 
youth. 

                       औ                           ओ               ए  


